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Abstract: Engaging each student in learning comprises a continuous challenge and concern for
the contemporary teacher. Educational research confirms the alarming increase of the disengaged
students, relating student disaffection to adverse effects on students” academic development. In the
present research through one-on-one, semi-structured interviews, we investigate 80 Greek in-service
kindergarten teachers’ opinions with regards to the significance of engaging the disengaged students
in learning activities in preschool environments. The interviews based on Creswell’s (2009) interview
model, incorporate open-ended and close-ended questions that offer a well-rounded view of the
subject. Qualitative and quantitative data analysis of teachers’ opinions show that engaging each
disengaged preschooler has multiple benefits on students” academic development, class climate,
and cohesion, and teacher’s self-efficacy, as well. Specifically, teachers’ engaging actions offer students
the opportunity to develop their abilities, self-efficacy, and sense of belonging. The interviewees also
recognise that increased student engagement levels decisively affect teachers—students’ interactions,
offering at the same time clear feedback to the teacher.

Keywords: student disaffection; academic achievement; self-efficacy; abilities and personality
development; classroom cohesion; personal commitment; educational equality; effective socialisation;
active citizenship

1. Introduction

School disaffection, as a social phenomenon has taken concerning dimensions. Educators and
research communities have become preoccupied with increasingly high levels of student “detachment”
from learning [1-3]. In-service teachers strongly emphasise the growing complexity of contemporary
students’ social, emotional, and behavioural difficulties and the higher demands placed upon them
with regards to effective dealing with everyday issues within classroom context [4].

Despite the alarming increase of the disengaged students, and the growing concern within
the research community, the conceptualisation of student disaffection remains insufficient [5].
In general, the concept of student disaffection closely correlates with the multidimensional construct
of student engagement [6]. The following definition offered by Skinner and Belmont indicates that
conceptualisation of school disaffection bases on the opposite concept of student engagement:

‘The opposite of engagement is disaffection. Disaffected children are passive, do not try
hard, and give up easily in the face of challenges ... [they can] be bored, depressed,
anxious, or even angry about their presence in the classroom; they can withdraw from
learning opportunities or even rebellious towards teachers and classmates. Engagement
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versus disaffection encompasses the typical behavioural and emotional constructs from most
theories of achievement and intrinsic motivation.” [7]

Furthermore, the constructs of student engagement and disaffection have always been
keystones in theories of motivation [8,9]. Motivational conceptualisations of disaffection include
behavioural, cognitive, and emotional components. According to Skinner and Pitzer [10],
behavioural manifestations/indices of student disaffection comprise the ways that students withdraw
from learning tasks, display inattention, passivity, as well as their mental counterparts (e.g., apathy or
amotivation) and emotional reactions (e.g., frustration). The motivational model holds that disaffection
is the result of unsupportive, even rejecting interpersonal interactions or perspectives of self as
uncongenial, unqualified, or pressured in school [11,12].

Student disaffection has reportedly lasting and adverse effects on students [13,14]. The disaffected
students risk low academic performance [6,12,15] and so, feel ineffective and marginalised having
more possibilities to join disengaged peer groups [10,11,16]. When students experience school as
unsupportive, constraining, and unfair, they have increased possibilities to become disaffected and
drop out both figuratively (being present, but not taking part in tasks) or literally (early school
leaving [13,17]). There is a great deal of evidence that dropping out of school is a gradual process that
occurs over many years and often begins in elementary school [18].

Besides, student disaffection may undermine student-teacher mutual relations. In general,
the quality of student-teacher relations contributes to developing either “cycles of student engagement”
or “cycles of disaffection” [1,14,16,19,20]. Teachers’ emotional and instructional support is
communicated to students and has a pervasive impact on the way in which students feel that their needs
are met [4,21-26]. In fact, teacher’s support facilitates student engagement in learning [1,10,11,16,19,25].
This positive, motivating influence that teacher “launches” creates a cordial classroom atmosphere that
draws students into learning, promotes their desire to learn [22,27], and fosters closer relationships [14].
Teachers, on their part, experience satisfactorily student engagement, and as a consequence, they tend
to motivate and offer more support to the engaged students. ‘This is the so-called “virtuous cycle of
engagement”, which makes motivational “rich” students richer and more engaged’ [10].

On the contrary, harmful interactions with classmates and teachers may consult in an endless cycle
of false interpretations and mutual rejection. Teachers may experience student disaffection as a factor
that hinders their teaching and undermines their self-efficacy [1,3,10]. Students’ unresponsiveness or
misbehaviour may make teachers feel rejected, disturbed, and provoked realising that their efforts
bring forth only partial or no results [4]. Students challenging behaviour may constitute a personal
shortcoming and a significant source of anxiety and concern for the teachers and undermine their
professional competence and efficacy.

Besides, students’ restless, disruptive, and provocative behaviour may result in increasing coercion
from a teacher [1,3,4]. In case that teachers show coercion or indifference to already-disengaged students,
neglecting their needs may reproduce disaffection, making matters worse [15,16]. Skinner and Pitzer (10)
refer to a “vicious cycle of disaffection”. Unsurprisingly, teachers” unsupportive reactions may render
motivationally “poor” students more disengaged or gradually at-risk. However, whether teachers
experience students’ disaffection as a diagnostic tool signalizing that the specific student needs more
instructional and emotional support, teachers’ reactions may have a positive impact on him/her [10].
Additionally, if teachers make systematic use of teaching strategies that support emotionally and instruct
the disengaged students, they may break the adverse circle of disaffection and foster re-engagement.

2. Data Collection Methods

In reaction to the phenomenon of student disaffection and its consequent problems,
research interest, and focus on students’ and teachers’ voice has arisen. The majority of the existing
research focuses on students in Grade 6 and higher, during which there is a dramatic drop in student
engagement levels [28]. Besides, even though student disaffection is inseparably related to drop-out
and identified globally as a predictor to academic failure, in Greece, it has been given the attention
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needed. Educational research has focused on drop-out rates in Hellenic educational context, but has not
qualitatively investigated those factors that decisively affect decline in student engagement. In addition,
there is a notable lack of qualitative and quantitative investigation into in-service teachers’ opinions
with regards to student disaffection and their contribution to combating the decline in classroom
engagement. The teachers’ opinions have neither been investigated in any grade nor in preschool
education, even though preschool environments can be critical to academic success and risk reduction
of early school leaving [13,29].

Taken into consideration those mentioned above, we consider it interesting to investigate in-service
kindergarten teachers’ opinions with regards to the importance of involving the disengaged students
in learning activities. Therefore, our research lies in the hypothesis that in-service preschool education
teachers recognise the multiple benefits of engaging each disengaged student and their contribution to
disaffection decline. Specifically, the study addresses the following question:

(a) how do teachers perceive the benefits of engaging each disengaged preschooler for the students
himself, for the teacher, and the classroom cohesion?

(b) do teachers consider student’s engagement levels to affect teacher-student relations?

The present research used semi-structured interviews as a data collection method. The interviews
were designed according to Creswell’s interview model [30]. Adopting this model, during the research
design, the researcher should determine the target study population and interview type and interview
question types. In the phase of data collection, the researcher should locate a suitable and audio-friendly
place for conducting each interview allowing for privacy and obtaining interviewee’s participation
consent, as well. The researcher is also suggested to take brief notes and record each interview,
securing an accurate record of the conversation, which is particularly important for coding in data
analysis. Creswell [31] also suggests using probes for additional information, asking the interviewee
to either clarify or elaborate. The final step in Creswell’s model is the interview closing, during which
the researcher thanks and ensures the participants confidentiality.

In our research, the interviews were based on an interview guide that included five parts
investigating in-service teacher opinions pertaining to (a) student engagement components (47 items,
questions 9-56); (b) student disaffection components (25 items, questions 57-82); (c) student
engagement factors, (47 items, questions 83-130) (d) student engagement facilitating strategies
(55 items, questions 131-186); and (e) student engagement assessment (11 items, questions 187-198).
Each part combined open-ended and close-ended questions (X = 198), allowing the researcher more
flexibility to explore interviewee’s opinions. The types of questions that the interviews incorporated
were the background, knowledge, experience, opinion, feelings, and sense of gaining a rounded
perspective [30].

This research started with a pilot study, which aimed to test and refine the data collection instrument
(interview guide), and prepare the initial coding list, as well as the data analysis process. The pilot
study ensured that the terminology of the questions was properly understood by the respondents.
After the pilot, the main study took place (September 2017-May 2018). Each one-on-one interview
lasted for about 50-60 min. The discussion was recorded—with the interviewee’s consent—and field
notes were taken, avoiding the risk of losing data.

Besides, interviews were based on predefined protocol allowing the researcher to structure
the conversation flow. The protocol was intended only for interviewer use and not to be shared
with interviewees. The protocol defined the interview duration (i.e., how much time is to be
allotted to each interview guide part), the ground rules and probes, and interviewer introduction
(researcher’s self-presentation, presentation of research purpose, and the reason that the interviewees
have been asked to participate in the interview). In each interview, the conversation flow generally
comprised the researcher’s introduction, the demographic information, and the 198 open-ended and
close-ended questions.

In our research, we used different sampling methods. Convenience sampling was used in the
pilot study, testing the interview guide on a convenience sample of people who had similarities to the
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target population for our study. During the main research, we used snowball sampling and benefited
from one participant suggesting or introducing another interviewee to us.

The participants as a total were 80 Greek in-service preschool education teachers that were
working as general (85%) and special (25%) education teachers in the prefecture of loannina and Larissa
(Table 1). Besides, the vast majority of the kindergarten teachers (84.75%) had long teaching experience
(more than 10 years), but have not advanced educational studies/qualifications, except for their basic
studies (28.75% own a Master degree and 7.5% a doctoral degree). Teachers also participated in this
study on a voluntary basis.

Table 1. The participants of the research according to their working post, teaching experience,
and qualifications.

. Teaching Experience Qualifications
Participants’ Total - - Total
Working Post 1-10 Years >10 Years WIthf)l.lt E‘xtra Wlt.h. Ext.ra
Qualifications Qualifications
General
education 4 42 46 25 21 46
teacher
Special
education 6 6 12 3 9 12
teacher
Head of the 3 19 2 9 13 2
School
Total 13 67 80 37 43 80

3. Data Analysis Process

Although there is no single approach to analysing qualitative data, the most important and
agreed-upon guideline is that the analysis process is inductive and iterative, which is paramount to
ensure authenticity [1,31]. Thus, in the present research, the coding process was iterative, since the code
list, new codes that emerged from the data, and the adopted coding strategy were tested, improved,
and confirmed. Specifically, an a-priori code list which was developed by the data from the pilot study
and based on the conceptualisations of student engagement were elaborated with new codes emerging
from the data analysis process in the main research [32].

The analysis occurred during transcribing (converting audio recordings into text data), memoing,
and coding. After transcribing, we read the data thoroughly from beginning to the end without applying
any codes, to develop an understanding of the whole data (a time-consuming process known as
memoing). In the margins of transcriptions, we wrote our initial impressions (memos), which facilitated
in searching for recurring themes [31]. These two analysis processes, in turn, led to coding, which
was made up of the following three steps; open coding, (developing initial categories), axial coding
(reconstructing the data in order to develop main categories and subcategories) and selective coding
(demonstrating links and connections in categories) [30]. In other words, in the coding process,
the a-priori code list was elaborated with new, frequently emerging codes. The three main categories
(For the benefit of the class climate—class climate C.C.; For the benefit of the specific disengaged
student—disengaged student abbreviation D.S; For the benefit of the teacher himself—teacher abbrev.
T.) and subcategories (e.g., student’s self-efficacy, abbrev. S.S.E.) mentioned in the results section were
developed through open and axial coding, while the selective coding demonstrated the connections
among categories and subcategories. For example, when an interviewee reported: “Each student affects
the team ... and the teacher”, we used the codes (C.C) and (T) indicating that the specific participant
recognises that the benefit of engaging each student is double and refers to the class climate and
teacher, as well. Then, we further elaborated on the answer to specify the emerging dimensions
(subcategories) and connected them with the three main categories and existing subcategories, or added
new subcategories.
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The quantitative analyses of the data (by 198 open-ended and close-ended questions) took place
later using SPSS (IBM SPSS v.16.0) and Excel (Microsoft Excel 2007) in order to investigate if the data
is affected by interviewees’ teaching experience and qualifications. However, in the present paper,
we present a small part of the research data.

4. Results

4.1. Teachers’” Opinions with Regards to the Importance of Engaging the Disengaged Students in
Learning Activities

In an attempt to demonstrate teachers’ contribution to engaging the disaffected student in
preschool environments, in this paper, we present teachers’ responses to the following open-ended
question (Why is it important to engage each disengaged student?). The following figure (Figure 1) depicts
their answers that have been qualitatively and quantitatively analysed and are at first developed into
three main categories (open coding and axial coding).

70%

60%

60%

50%

40%

30%

27%

20%
13%

For the benef t of the class climate For the benef t of teacher For the benef t of the disengaged
student

10%

0%

Figure 1. Teachers’ contribution to engaging each disaffected student in preschool environments.

1. For the benefit of the class climate. Thirteen per cent of the interviewees considered it important
to engage each disaffected preschooler aiming to foster and ensure classroom cohesion. ([N =17,
2. =128], N = The total of teachers’ responses in each category, = The total of teachers’ responses.).

2. For the benefit of the teacher himself. Twenty-seven per cent of the interviewees admit that
their teaching efforts to engage the disaffected student have a pervasive impact on themselves.
They recognize the importance of engaging the disaffected preschoolers, so as to experience
self-efficacy considering their instruction effective, and their pedagogical objectives accomplished.
The participant teachers also consider student engagement as a matter of ethics and personal
commitment [N = 34, ¥ = 128]. The extracts from the following interviews are indicative:

“ ... it is important for the teacher, to consider himself to be effective in teaching” Teacher 37,
Head of school, Master in education (M.edu), <30 years (yrs) experience).

“This is our role, our responsibility: each student should “reach” a desirable (engagement)
level.” (Teacher 28, Head of school, <20 yrs experience).

“ ... for the teacher to feel that he carries out his task.” (Teacher 41, <20 yrs experience).
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“It’s a personal commitment of mine to help my students; ... not only the disengaged ones,
but also the class as a whole. Each student affects the team ... and the teacher, as well.”
(Teacher 56, <30 yrs experience).

3. For the benefit of the specific disengaged student. The vast majority of the interviewees (60%)
recognise as being of considerable significance to engage—first and foremost—each student who
does not frequently take part in learning-related tasks, for his own benefit. Their efforts to involve
each disaffected preschooler have a determinant impact on the target student [N = 77, X = 128]).

After the first qualitative analysis of teachers’ responses at the specific open-ended question, a
more meticulous analysis took place investigating the connections in the categories that have been
developed by the “open” and the “axial coding” of the data (an analysis procedure described above
as “selective coding”). The following figure (Figure 2) depicts teachers” opinions with regards to the
aspects of the disengaged student that benefit from teachers’ support and engaging teaching efforts.

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

abilities and personality development 0.116883117

effective socialisation 0.142857143

0.155844156

learning outcomes
positive attitude toward learning

educational equality 0.181818182

active citizenship 0.064935065

self efficacy 0.103896104

Figure 2. Teachers’ contribution to engaging each disengaged preschooler.

Specifically, the interviewees (N = 77) (The total of responses in the specific open-ended question
according to the “open” and “axial coding” of the data) explain that their efforts to involve each
disengaged preschooler in learning first and foremost focus on fostering and affecting the target-student
at the following aspects:

e  Abilities and personality development. Few teachers (12%) argue that their attempts to motivate
disengaged preschoolers focus on offering them the opportunity to develop their abilities and
unfold their personalities. Introverted, shy, hesitant students that frequently deprive themselves
of expressing their needs and experiences need more support to unfold their abilities, talents,
and character. (References in the interviews: 2, 16, 18, 39,47,57,60,72,75 [N =9, % = 77])

e  Effective socialisation. Students who indicate disaffection characteristics are usually isolated
or marginalised. According to 14% of teachers, these preschoolers that may have difficulty in
communication, peer interaction, and cooperation need more opportunities to become effectively
socialised and develop a sense of belonging as members of a class. Seemingly, these children have
difficulty in dealing with interpersonal and school challenges. The interviewees also claim that
their efforts to engage each disengaged focus on ameliorating teacher-student mutual relations,
which in turn foster the learning process. (References in the interviews: 11, 16, 23, 25, 40, 42, 49,
50,52, 65,80 [N =11, £ =77])
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e Learning outcomes. Teacher’s efforts intentionally focus on the disengaged students providing
them with more opportunities to get involved in tasks and consequently obtain learning outcomes.
16% of the interviewees argue that disengaged preschoolers need more instructional support
since they usually spend insufficient time-on-task, delay or even fail to complete a task and have
difficulty in meeting the requirements of school life. (References in the interviews: 1, 8, 14, 17, 22,
27,41,44,56,57,63,79 [N =12, X = 77]).

“These students need our help! The self-requlated students learn on their own, while the
disengaged student will not manage to do so if we do not support and guide them ... without
teachers’ scaffolding”. (Teacher 8: special education teacher, M. edu, <20 yrs experience)

e A positive attitude toward learning. Disaffected preschoolers are usually unwilling, half-hearted,
or unenthusiastic. Disaffected preschoolers are not easily impressed and refuse to participate in
organised classroom activities. Taking into consideration that indifference/apathy/amotivation
constitute core manifestations of disaffection, 23% of teachers argue that their attempts to
motivate the disengaged preschoolers to aim at developing a positive attitude toward learning.
(References in the interviews: 7, 8,9, 15, 32,42, 49, 52, 58, 61, 65, 66, 67,71, 74,77/ [N = 16, X = 77]).
The extracts from the following interviews are indicative:

“Teachers should serve a “starting point” for a change in the academic development of a disengaged
student. This will foster his/her self-confidence and self-image among his classmates” (Teacher
52: M.edu, <20 yrs experience).

e  Educational equality. Disengaged preschoolers usually have difficulty in meeting the requirements
of school life, attributing their shortcomings to the reduced learning opportunities from their
family environment. Taking that for granted, 18% of the interviewees argue that their teaching
efforts intentionally focus on the target-students in order to provide them with equal learning
opportunities. (References in the interviews: 7, 19, 20, 24, 27, 33, 35, 45, 53, 54, 57, 63, 67, 72 [N =
14, % = 77))

‘It is his right to learn, even though his progress is not significant’ (Teacher 27: <20 yrs experience)

‘It is important to give equal opportunities to each student. It is important to respect each
child’s learning pace, to be interested in his progress, to adapt your expectations according to
his needs. It is important to facilitate learning for the benefit of each student’ (Teacher 33: <10
yrs experience).

e  Active citizenship. A few interviewees (6%) argue that disengaged students need increased
opportunities to develop critical thinking and consequently take initiatives and actions, since they
are described as being passive, indifferent and reluctant to participate not only in organised
classroom activities but also in jointly shared actions (References in the interviews: 9, 39, 55, 57,
72/IN = 5/77])

I try to engage this specific student in learning so as to teach him to think independently, to decide,
to take initiatives and as a consequence, make him an active member of the class initially and
society later (Teacher 72: special education teacher, <5 yrs experience).

e  Self-efficacy. 10% of teachers identify that their efforts to engage each disengaged student focus
on fostering his/her self-efficacy. Disengaged preschoolers seem to be emotionally insecure,
introverted, unconfident, and may need more teachers” emotional and instructional support.
(References in the interviews: 10, 29, 46, 52, 57, 59, 75, 80/[N = 8/77])

“A shy and introverted student needs the teacher’s encouragement.” (Teacher 10: <20
yrs experience)
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“To encourage that student who may want, but due to his character hesitates to take part in a
task. (Teacher 46: special education teacher, <5 yrs experience).

4.2. Teachers” Opinions with Regards to the Impact of Student’s Engagement Levels on Teacher-Student Relations

In an attempt to demonstrate teachers’ contribution to engaging the disaffected student in preschool
environments, we also present (Table 2) teachers’ responses to a relevant close-ended question: (Teachers
support and develop close and caring relations with each student, in accordance to his/her engagement levels.)
which can confirm the data presented above.

Table 2. Teacher’s support in relation to student engagement.

Valid Cumulative .
Frequency Percent Percent Percent N Valid 80
Tabsolutely 15 18.75 18.75 18.75 Missing 0
disagree
I disagree 21 26.25 26.25 45 Mean 2.93
Valid - Idonoteven 125 125 575 Median 3.00
disagree
I agree 23 28.75 28.75 86.25 Mode 4
Itotally 1 1375 1375 100 Std. Deviation 1367
agree
Total 80 100.0 100.0

Almost half of the participants (45%) disagree with this question identifying that teacher’s support
isn’t affected by student engagement level. They claim that they develop close and caring relations
with each student, despite his/her engagement levels. In contrast, 42.5% of the participants admit that
teachers’ support is affected by student engagement since this happens unconsciously. The following
extracts indicate their ambiguous opinions with regards to the impact of student’s engagement on
teacher-students’ relationships.

“Seemingly, the relationships with our students are affected by their engagement ... but we try hard
so as not to communicate it to them”. (Teacher 9: M. edu, <20 yrs experience)

“It is really encouraging seeing our students being engaged. Their engagement motivates us to
continue, . .. while their disengagement discourages us”. (Teacher 11: M. edu, <20 yrs experience)

“If the teacher supports the engaged students more, does so unconsciously”. (Teacher 31: M. edu, <5
yrs experience).

Since interviewees’ responses to the specific closed-ended question are so ambiguous, we further
used non-parametric tests to investigate if the data is affected by interviewees’ teaching experience and
qualifications. The results of non-parametric tests show that the data from the closed-ended question
do not record statistically significant differences in relation to teacher’s qualifications (Mann-Whitney
U =790,000; Z = —0.055; P = 0.957). Both qualified teachers and teachers who have no further training
beyond their basic university education recognize that student’s engagement levels can generally affect
and be affected by teacher-student relations.

Furthermore, the results of non-parametric tests for two samples (1-10, > 10 years of experience)
show that there are no statistically significant differences in the closed-ended question. Hence,
teachers’ opinions are not differentiated by their teaching experience (Mann-Whitney U = 370,500;
Z = —-0.871; P = 0.384). Both teachers with long teaching experience and inexperienced ones recognize
that the student’s engagement levels and teacher-student relations can be mutually affected.

5. Discussion—-Conclusions

According to the finding presented above, whether a disaffected student is engaged, not only
does he/she benefit from his increased engagement level, and class cohesion, but also the teacher
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himself. Seemingly, these findings indicate that the participants are expressing their concerns about
engaging each disaffected student. They identify that student disaffection may affect their personality
and academic development. The learning process invites students to unfold various aspects of their
character and develop their skills and talents. However, when a student refuses to participate, not only
does he deprive himself of learning opportunities, but also does not reveal those traits of his personality
and the way of thinking that renders him unique.

Besides, the participants admit that student disaffection may affect student socialisation.
The learning process, as a result of knowledge co-construction, invites students to coexist in the
class respecting each other’s personality, exchanging experiences and knowledge, sharing feelings,
working together and finally achieve learning outcomes. A disengaged student, however, loses the
opportunities to collaborate with his classmates, to experience a sense of relatedness, and to enjoy the
benefits of the learning process. In other words, in-service teachers recognise that student engagement
levels affect students relationships with classmates and teacher, confirming the existing literature [3,16].
They also identify that disengaged students have increased opportunities to gradually become students
at-risk confirming relevant educational research which indicates that school disaffection is the key
indicator for predicting early school leaving [11,13,17]

In addition, the participants identify that motivating each disengaged student is of utmost
importance. According to their reports, teachers consider student engagement as being the means for
the education to provide equal learning opportunities and perform compensatory work. They recognise-
confirming Parsons & Taylors’ (3) point of view- that engaging each disengaged student is a matter of
justice since every student is entitled to have equal access to the educational system.

Taking into consideration the findings presented above, we infer that the participant in-service
preschool education teachers make sincere efforts to involve children in learning [33]. Their opinions
should be considered as a reflection of the contemporary class, demonstrating some of the benefits
and the difficulties of the regular class instruction. These findings point to the importance of learning
to deal with disaffected students, which should form part of the training priorities of the preschool
education teacher at this level.

In relevant research of the University of Crete in Greece, in-service teachers report that they do feel
insufficiently prepared to manage challenging behaviours in the classroom and make the right choice
and the most effective use of teaching techniques in each situation [4,34]. The participants express
their need to be supported by school psychologists or counselors who are trained in educational issues
and have experience of a collaborative partnership with education staff. International research also
confirms the lack of experience of effective cooperation with and support from professionals [4].

Taking into account our findings in combination with relevant research findings, we conclude
that in Hellenic educational context teachers’ engaging efforts focused on each disaffected student
should be based on sufficient support by and constructive collaboration with the experts [35]. Teachers,
along with the school counselor, school psychologist, even expert colleagues, are invited to collaborate,
focusing on the target student and work on his emotions and experiences so that he will progressively
engage in learning. Such collaboration with the experts is undeniably critical in preschool education so
as to decline student disaffection and prevent early school leaving in upper Grades. For the time being,
in the Hellenic educational preschool education, teacher-psychologist collaboration takes scarcely
place and only in cases of engaging students with special needs or serious behavioural problems.

To this end, future research should focus on exploring learner-centred strategies that evolve with
each new generation of students so as to facilitate teachers to foster student engagement in either
typical and special needs populations, or those at risk.

In conclusion, increased and total student engagement level during regular class instruction
constitutes a fundamental objective, if we expect quality in learning. Thus, one of the essential goals of
teaching should be considered the promotion of active learning, which in turn contributes to developing
lifelong learner identity and unfolding children’s personality that continues to change in meaningful
ways throughout their lifespan.
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6. Limitations

Interviews can provide a meticulous description of how teachers construct meaning about
classroom engagement. However, interviewer’s knowledge skills, even biases, may affect quality,
depth, and type of interviewees’ responses. There are also questions about the dependability and
transferability of the interview findings [30].

Besides, different sampling methods used in the present research have their strengths and
limitations, as well. While snowball sampling provides only slightly stronger results than does a
convenience sample, and most research projects benefit from some amount of snowballing, this is a
dangerous primary sampling design, as the risk inherent in snowball sampling is the overrepresentation
of a single, networked group.

As a consequence, we admit that the results of this research should be interpreted with caution
given the small sample and be considered as the first step at the research level that aims to highlight
important issues about student engagement. Further research is needed as an extension of this study.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, M.S.; E.T. Methodology, M.S.; E.T. Validation, M.S. Resources, M.S.;
E.T. Writing-Original Draft Preparation, E.T. Writing-Review & Editing, M.S.; E.T. Visualization, E.T. Supervision,
M.S. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research received no external funding.
Acknowledgments: The authors thank the preschool teachers for taking part in this research project.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Findlay, L. A Qualitative Investigation into Student and Teacher Perceptions of Motivation and Engagement
in the Secondary Mathematics Classroom. Bachelor’s Thesis, Avondale College of Higher Education,
Cooranbong, Australia, October 2013. Available online: https://research.avondale.edu.au/theses_bachelor_
honours/15 (accessed on 29 January 2020).

2. Way, ].; Bobis, J.; Martin, A.; Anderson, J.; Vellar, R.; Skilling, K.; Reece, A. How to increase motivation and
engagement in middle years mathematics. Presented at the Joint AAMT-MERGA Meeting, Alice Springs,
Australia, 3-7 July 2011.

3. Parsons, J.; Taylor, L. Improving Student Engagement. Curr. Issues Educ. 2011, 14. Available online:
http://cie.asu.edu/ojs/index.php/cieatasu/article/view/745 (accessed on 29 January 2020).

4.  Kourkoutas, E.; Stavrou, P.D.; Plexousakis, S. Teachers’ Emotional and Educational Reactions toward Children
with Behavioral Problems: Implication for School-Based Counseling Work with Teachers. J. Psych. Behav. Sci.
2018, 6, 17-34. [CrossRef]

5. Skinner, E.A. Engagement and disaffection as central to processes of motivational resilience development.
In Handbook of Motivation at School, 2nd ed.; Wentzel, K., Miele, D., Eds.; Erlbaum: Malwah, NJ, USA, 2016;
Available online: https://www.pdx.edu/psy/sites/www.pdx.edu.psy/files/2016-Skinner%20engagement%20%
26%20disaffection.pdf (accessed on 29 January 2020).

6. Skinner, E.A.; Belmont, M.]. Motivation in the classroom: Reciprocal effects of teacher behavior and student
engagement across the school year. J. Educ. Psychol. 1993, 85, 571-581. [CrossRef]

7. Sakellariou, M.; Tsiara, E. Student Disaffection: Teachers’ Perspectives on Disaffection Characteristics and
Frequency in Preschool Settings. Eur. J. Educ. Stud. 2019, 5. [CrossRef]

8.  Martin, A.; Ginns, P; Papworth, B.; Malmberg, L.-E.; Collie, J.R.; Calvod, R.A. Real-time motivation
and engagement during a month at school: Every moment of every day for every student matters.
Learn. Individ. Diff. 2015, 38, 26-35. [CrossRef]

9. Martin, A.; Ginns, P; Papworth, B. Motivation and engagement: Same or different? Does it matter?
Learn. Individ. Diff. 2017, 55, 150-162. [CrossRef]

10. Skinner, E.A.; Pitzer, ]. Developmental dynamics of engagement, coping, and everyday resilience. In Handbook
of Research on Student Engagement; Christenson, S.L., Reschly, A.L., Wylie, C., Eds.; Springer: New York, NY,
USA, 2012; pp. 21-45.


https://research.avondale.edu.au/theses_bachelor_honours/15
https://research.avondale.edu.au/theses_bachelor_honours/15
http://cie.asu.edu/ojs/index.php/cieatasu/article/view/745
http://dx.doi.org/10.15640/jpbs.v6n2a3
https://www.pdx.edu/psy/sites/www.pdx.edu.psy/files/2016-Skinner%20engagement%20%26%20disaffection.pdf
https://www.pdx.edu/psy/sites/www.pdx.edu.psy/files/2016-Skinner%20engagement%20%26%20disaffection.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0022-0663.85.4.571
http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.2595601
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lindif.2015.01.014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.lindif.2017.03.013

Behav. Sci. 2020, 10, 51 11 0f12

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
31.

Curby, TW.; Downer, ].T.; Booren, L.M. Behavioral exchanges between teachers and children over the
course of a typical preschool day: Testing bidirectional associations. Early Child. Res. Q. 2014, 29, 193-204.
[CrossRef]

Hart, S.; Stewart, K.; Jimerson, S. The Student Engagement in Schools Questionnaire (SESQ) and the Teacher
Engagement Report Form-New (TERF-N): Examining the Preliminary Evidence, University of California
Santa Barbara. Contemp. Sch. Psychol. 2011, 15, 67-79.

Ling, S.; Barnett, D. Increasing Preschool Student Engagement during Group Learning Activities Using a
Group Contingency. Top. Early Child. Spec. Educ. 2013, 33, 186-196. [CrossRef]

Fredricks, J.; Mccolskey, W. The Measurement of Student Engagement: A Comparative Analysis of Various
Methods and Student Self-report Instruments. In Handbook of Research on Student Engagement; Christenson, S.L.,
Reschly, A.L., Wylie, C., Eds.; Springer: New York, NY, USA, 2012; pp. 763-782.

George, H.P; Childs, K.E. Evaluating implementation of schoolwide behavior supports: Are we doing it
well? Prev. Sch. Fail. Prev. Sch. Fail. Altern. Educ. Child. Youth 2012, 56, 197-206. [CrossRef]

Williford, A.P.; Maier, M.E; Downer, ].T,; Carter, L.; Sanger, C. Understanding how children’s engagement
and teachers’ interactions combine to predict school readiness. J. Appl. Dev. Psych. 2013, 34, 299-309.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Tarabini, A.; Curran, M.; Montes, A.; Parcerisa, L. Can educational engagement prevent Early School Leaving?
Unpacking the school’s effect on educational success. Edu. Stud. 2019, 45, 226-241. [CrossRef]

Appleton, J.J.; Christenson, S.L.; Furlong, M.]. Student engagement with school: Critical conceptual and
methodological issues of the construct. Psych. Sch. 2008, 45, 369-386. [CrossRef]

Aydogan, C.; Farran, D.; Sagsoz, G. The relationship between kindergarten classroom environment and
children’s engagement. Euro. Early Childhood Edu. Res. J. 2015, 23, 604-618. [CrossRef]

Skinner, E.A.; Kindermann, T.A.; Furrer, C. A motivational perspective on engagement and disaffection:
Conceptualization and assessment of children’s behavioral and emotional participation in academic activities
in the classroom. Educ. Psych. Meas. 2009, 69, 493-525. [CrossRef]

Havik, T.; Westergard, E. Do Teachers Matter? Students’ Perceptions of Classroom Interactions and Student
Engagement. Scand. |. Educ. Res. 2019. [CrossRef]

Steins, G.; Behravan, B. Teacher-Student-Relationships in Teacher Education: Exploring Three Projects of
Knowledge Transfer into Action. Psychology 2017, 8, 746-770. [CrossRef]

Nurmi, J; Kiuru, N. Students’ evocative impact on teacher instruction and teacher—child
relationships—Theoretical background and an overview of previous research International. ]. Behav.
Dev. 2015, 39, 445-457. [CrossRef]

YakeAAapiov, MI. Etoaywyri otn otdaxtiki} T1¢ madaywyikijo epyaciac tov vimaywyeiov: Ocwpntikéc
TPOGeYYITELC Kart OLOaKTIKES Epapuoyéc; Ekdooelo Iaxovdn: @eooadovikn, EAAGd«, 2012. [Sakellariou,
M.L Introduction in the Pedagogical Teaching of the Kindergarten: Theoretical Approaches and Didactic Applications;
Yahoudi Publications: Thessaloniki, Greece, 2012.]

Roorda, D.L.; Koomen, HM.Y; Spilt, ].L.; Oort, EJ. The influence of affective teacher-student relationships on
students’ school engagement and achievement: A meta-analytic approach. Rev. Edu. Res. 2011, 81, 493-529.
[CrossRef]

Pakarinen, E.; Kiuru, N.; Lerkkanen, M.; Poikkeus, A.; Ahonen, T.; Nurmi, ]. Instructional Support Predicts
Children’s Task Avoidance in Kindergarten. Early Child. Res. Q. 2011, 26, 376-386. [CrossRef]

Dogan, U. Student Engagement, Academic Self-efficacy, and Academic Motivation as Predictors of Academic
Performance. Anthropologist 2015, 20, 553-561. [CrossRef]

Willms, J.D.; Friesen, S.; Milton, P. What Did You Do in School Today? Transforming Classrooms through Social,
Academic and Intellectual Engagement (First National Report); Canadian Education Association: Toronto, ON,
Canada, 2009.

Vitiello, V.E.; Booren, L.M.; Downer, ].T.; Williford, A. Variation in children’s classroom engagement
throughout a day in preschool: Relations to classroom and child factors. Early Child. Res. Q. 2012, 27, 210-220.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Bryman, A. Social Research Methods, 4th ed.; Oxford University Press: Oxford, UK, 2012.

Creswell, ].W. Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches; SAGE Publications:
London, UK, 2009.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2014.01.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0271121413484595
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1045988X.2011.645909
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.appdev.2013.05.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26722137
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03055698.2018.1446327
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/pits.20303
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1350293X.2015.1104036
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0013164408323233
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00313831.2019.1577754
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/psych.2017.85048
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0165025415592514
http://dx.doi.org/10.3102/0034654311421793
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2010.11.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09720073.2015.11891759
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2011.08.005
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25717218

Behav. Sci. 2020, 10, 51 12 0of 12

32.

33.

34.

35.

Bayram-Jacobs, D.; Henze, I.; Evagorou, M.; Shwartz, Y.; Aschim, E.L.; Alcaraz-Dominguez, S.; Barajas, M.;
Dagan, E. Science teachers’ pedagogical content knowledge development during enactment of socioscientific
curriculum materials. J. Res. Sci. Teach. 2019, 56, 1207-1233. [CrossRef]

Sakellariou, M.; Tsiara, E. Teachers’ Perspectives on Constructivist Teaching Strategies that Enhance Student
Engagement in Preschool Settings. In Proceedings of the 2nd International Academic Conference on
Humanities and Social Science, Rome, Italy, 17-19 February 2019.

Sakellariou, M.; Tsiara, E. Greek Teachers’ Perceptions of Their Role as a Key Factor in Preschoolers
Engagement. In Proceedings of the 69 World Assembly and International Conference “Early Childhood

’

Relationships: The Foundation for a Sustainable Future”, Opatija, Croatia, 19-24 June 2017; Available online:
http://omep.hr/assets/zbornik.pdf#page=315 (accessed on 29 January 2020).

Evens, M.; Elen, J.; Larmuseau, C.; Depaepe, F. Promoting the development of teacher professional knowledge:
Integrating content and pedagogy in teacher education. Teach. Teach. Educ. 2018, 75, 244-258. [CrossRef]

@ © 2020 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
@ article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution

(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/tea.21550
http://omep.hr/assets/zbornik.pdf#page=315
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2018.07.001
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	Data Collection Methods 
	Data Analysis Process 
	Results 
	Teachers’ Opinions with Regards to the Importance of Engaging the Disengaged Students in Learning Activities 
	Teachers’ Opinions with Regards to the Impact of Student’s Engagement Levels on Teacher-Student Relations 

	Discussion–Conclusions 
	Limitations 
	References

