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1. Introduction


The Special Issue “Environmental, Ecological and Food Resources in the Biodiversity Overview: Health Benefits” wants to underline the importance of classification, cataloguing and analysis of environmental, agricultural, ecological, botanical and food sources—from native species to unconventional sources and wastes—which should be promoted from the perspectives of biodiversity and sustainability [1]. In this sense, studies on botanical classification and on the optimization of the diversity of species should be encouraged, and monitoring the biochemistry of wild species, intra-species biodiversity or environmental influences and their effects on food qualities and health benefits become key issues [2,3]. For instance, Zeleke et al. [2] described the land-use impact on stand structure and fruit yield of Tamarindus indica L. in the drylands of southeastern Ethiopia; although the majority of farmland trees produced <5000 fruit year−1, the selection of Tamarind germplasm in its natural ranges could improve production [2]. Another example is given by Durazzo et al., [3] that showed a representation of biodiversity, sustainability, and health of bee products.



Studies on the impact of biodiverse environments in food production and nutrition should be promoted, especially in terms of the exploitation and promotion of wild and native foods from the perspective of responsible human consumption and health outcomes.



Management, modelling and the sharing of environment and biodiversity information and data are encouraged. Addressing to the promotion of diversities, to building synergies throughout food, agriculture, sustainability, nutrition and health systems and sharing of knowledge represent a future integrate and multidisciplinary direction, in the perspective of one health outcomes [1,4].



The production of food composition data for nutrients and biologically active compounds, as well as the definition of new biomarkers and indicators, represent key determinants in understanding the linkage and crosslinks between food, environment, nutrition and health [5,6,7,8,9]. In this integrated dimension, studies on mapping the diversity of food products, food systems and consumer preferences should be promoted [10,11,12]



The Special issue explored the developments, management, applications and utilizations of agricultural, ecological, botanical, food and environmental interoperable, multidisciplinary and multi-purpose resources, repositories and infrastructures from environmental to nutritional- and health- related fields. Current research trends are towards integrated web-based models, e-services and e-platforms in the perspective of data sharing and digital era.







Author Contributions


A.D. and M.L. have made a substantial, direct and intellectual contribution to the work, and approved it for publication. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.




Acknowledgments


We would like to thank the authors and the reviewers of the publications in this Special Issue for their invaluable contributions and effort. We are also grateful to the editorial board members and support staff of the journal for their kind support during the preparation of this Special Issue.




Conflicts of Interest


The authors declare no conflict of interest.




References


	



Durazzo, A. The Close Linkage between Nutrition and Environment through Biodiversity and Sustainability: Local Foods, Traditional Recipes, and Sustainable Diets. Sustainability 2019, 11, 2876. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Zeleke, G.; Dejene, T.; Tadesse, W.; Martín-Pinto, P. Land-Use Impact on Stand Structure and Fruit Yield of Tamarindus indica L. in the Drylands of Southeastern Ethiopia. Life 2021, 11, 408. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Durazzo, A.; Lucarini, M.; Plutino, M.; Lucini, L.; Aromolo, R.; Martinelli, E.; Souto, E.B.; Santini, A.; Pignatti, G. Bee Products: A Representation of Biodiversity, Sustainability, and Health. Life 2021, 11, 970. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Durazzo, A.; Lucarini, M.; Zaccardelli, M.; Santini, A. Forest, Foods, and Nutrition. Forests 2020, 11, 1182. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Durazzo, A.; D’Addezio, L.; Camilli, E.; Piccinelli, R.; Turrini, A.; Marletta, L.; Marconi, S.; Lucarini, M.; Lisciani, S.; Gabrielli, P.; et al. From Plant Compounds to Botanicals and Back: A Current Snapshot. Molecules 2018, 23, 1844. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Durazzo, A.; Lucarini, M. Editorial: The State of Science and Innovation of Bioactive Research and Applications, Health, and Diseases. Front Nutr. 2019, 6, 178. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Picó, C.; Serra, F.; Rodríguez, A.M.; Keijer, J.; Palou, A. Biomarkers of nutrition and health: New tools for new approaches. Nutrients 2019, 11, 1092. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Traka, M.H.; Plumb, J.; Berry, R.; Pinchen, H.; Finglas, P.M. Maintaining and updating food compositiondatasets for multiple users and noveltechnologies: Current challenges from a UK perspective. Nutr. Bull. 2020, 45, 230–240. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Delgado, A.; Issaoui, M.; Vieira, M.C.; Saraiva de Carvalho, I.; Fardet, A. Food Composition Databases: Does It Matter to Human Health? Nutrients 2021, 13, 2816. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Gaitán-Cremaschi, D.; Klerkx, L.; Duncan, J.; Trienekens, J.H.; Huenchuleo, C.; Dogliotti, S.; Contesse, M.E.; Rossing, W.A. H Characterizing diversity of food systems in view of sustainability transitions. A review. Agron. Sustain. Dev. 2019, 39, 1–22. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Tobi, R.C.A.; Harris, F.; Rana, R.; Brown, K.A.; Quaife, M.; Green, R. Sustainable Diet Dimensions. Comparing Consumer Preference for Nutrition, Environmental and Social Responsibility Food Labelling: A Systematic Review. Sustainability 2019, 11, 6575. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Marshall, Q.; Bellows, A.L.; McLaren, R.; Jones, A.D.; Fanzo, J. You Say You Want a Data Revolution? Taking on Food Systems Accountability. Agriculture 2021, 11, 422. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]












	
	
Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.











© 2021 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).






nav.xhtml


  life-11-01228


  
    		
      life-11-01228
    


  




  





media/file0.png





