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Abstract: Evaluation of water resource security deserves particular attention in water resource
planning and management. A typical karst area in Guizhou Province, China, was used as the research
area in this paper. First, based on data from Guizhou Province for the past 10 years, the mean
impact value–back propagation (MIV-BP) model was used to analyze the factors influencing water
resource security in the karst area. Second, 18 indices involving five aspects, water environment
subsystem, social subsystem, economic subsystem, ecological subsystem, and human subsystem,
were selected to establish an evaluation index of water resource security. Finally, a BP artificial
neural network model was constructed to evaluate the water resource security of Guizhou Province
from 2005 to 2014. The results show that water resource security in Guizhou, which was at a moderate
warning level from 2005 to 2009 and a critical safety level from 2010 to 2014, has generally improved.
Groundwater supply ratio, industrial water utilization rate, water use efficiency, per capita grain
production, and water yield modulus were the obstacles to water resource security. Driving factors
were comprehensive utilization rate of industrial solid waste, qualifying rate of industrial wastewater,
above moderate rocky desertification area ratio, water requirement per unit gross domestic product
(GDP), and degree of development and utilization of groundwater. Our results provide useful
suggestions on the management of water resource security in Guizhou Province and a valuable
reference for water resource research.

Keywords: BP neural network; karst; MIV; water resource security

1. Introduction

Water is widely regarded as the most essential natural resource [1]. With the rapid development
of the global economy and population growth, a series of water-related problems have attracted
much attention. Nearly 80% of the world’s population is exposed to high levels of threat to water
security [2]. Water resources constitute the core element of the ecological socioeconomic system and
are the foundation of natural, strategic, and economic resources [3]. Water resource security is an
important concept that was proposed by the international community at the end of the 20th century
and has become one of the problems of human security, along with economic security, food security,
and military security [4]. Whether water resources are safe is highly determined by natural phenomena
and ecological changes. As a consequence, research on water resource security has become a hot issue
in water science [5–7], and plays an important role in understanding sustainable regional ecological
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and environmental development. In general, developing and managing water resources to achieve
water security remains at the heart of the struggle for growth, sustainable development, and poverty
reduction [8].

Water resource security analyses to date have focused on a range of sectors (e.g., agriculture,
potable water, ecosystem services) and scales (e.g., household, nation/state, river basin), and have
considered the emerging challenges brought about by climate change, population growth, rapid
urbanization, the water–food–energy nexus, and so on. Numerous approaches have been proposed
to perform water resource security analysis. For example, a system dynamics model was applied to
assess the water resource situation in Tieling city, China, under different scenarios [9,10] presented
a vague set-based water resource security evaluation method and established a similarity measure
model of vague sets; and an entropy-weighted set pair model was used for Chongqing’s water
resource security [3]. These analyses advance different interpretations of water resource security,
and existing approaches generally emphasize risks, rights, environmental sustainability and adaptation,
and water quality. Meanwhile, there is no in-depth research on an analytical or diagnostic model for
assessing water resource security, especially considering the complexity and nonlinear behavior of
water resource systems.

Currently, research on China’s water resource security is mainly focused on the traditional areas
of water scarcity, such as the northwest arid region [11] and northern China [12,13], while less effort
has been made in the karst region of southwest China. Nevertheless, karst is a unique environment on
the earth, characterized by distinctive landforms and hydrological features. Not surprisingly, water
resource security has also been a central focus in karst areas. There has also been a focus on the
relationship between karst water resource security and modern resource use [14], human impacts [15],
and atmosphere [16]. Despite the growing importance of the topic, an analytical framework for
assessing water resource security in karst areas is not known to exist.

Artificial neural network (ANN), which has a wide range of adaptability and learning ability, has
been widely accepted as a technology offering an alternative way to simulate complex and ill-defined
problems. It is one of the most active research fields in the world, and will be widely used in the study
of ecological security [17]. It can effectively solve the nonlinear fuzzy problem in the water resource
system by self-learning and self-adapting to representative samples, to describe the coupling of water
resources and social economic systems. Therefore, it is easy to make an objective and correct evaluation
of water resource security with ANN. Furthermore, back-propagation (BP) neural networks have been
widely used in the sustainable utilization of water resources [18], water quality evaluation [19], land
ecological security assessment [20], and so on. For example, there is better appreciation of flash flood
forecasting [21] and karst groundwater management [22] based on neural networks. However, the BP
algorithm applied to the research of water resource security in karst areas is still in its infancy at home
and abroad.

Aiming to elucidate the complicated influence factors and the current situation of water resource
security in karst areas, this study takes a typical karst area in Guizhou Province as the research object.
Mean impact value (MIV) and back-propagation (BP) neural network are used with statistical data
from 2005 to 2014 in Guizhou Province. Our results will not only contribute further understanding
of water resource security evaluation, but also highlight important practical significance to promote
sustainable utilization of karst water resources.

2. Study Area

Guizhou Province, in southwest China, is a typical karst region located at longitude 103◦36′ E–109◦35′ E
and latitude 24◦37′ N–29◦13′ N (Figure 1). It covers an area of 176,167 km2, with an average elevation
of about 1100 m. The karst area spans about 61.9% of the province and is characterized by soluble
carbonate rocks. Guizhou has a subtropical highland humid monsoon climate, featuring abundant
rainfall and indistinct seasonal differences. With an annual rainfall of 1100–1400 mm, the amount of
surface water resources is more than 120 billion m3. Meanwhile, due to the strong karst evolution,
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water resources are seriously affected. The per capita share is slightly higher than the national average,
but the usable amount is lower than the national average. The annual consumption of water is about
10 billion m3. The consumption of agricultural water makes up the largest proportion, about half of
the total water consumption, while ecological water consumption is the least, with a proportion of
less than 1%.
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2.1. Materials and Methodology

Construction of Primary Evaluation Index System

A water resource system is a compound system. To evaluate water resource security under
changing situations, the system needs to be studied from an objective and systematic perspective.
To analyze what water resource security means, the system is categorized into 5 subsystems: water
environment subsystem, social subsystem, economic subsystem, ecological subsystem, and human
subsystem (water resource management and policy regulation). The interactions among these
5 subsystems forms a dynamically changing water resource security system. To achieve the overall
security of water resources, each subsystem should not only achieve its own security status, but also
have benign interactions with the others.

According to the situation of a karst area, this study builds a primary evaluation index system
of water resource security based on the above 5 subsystems. The primary evaluation index contains
30 indices, with water consumption per capita as a dependent variable (Table 1). Water resource
assessment is difficult due to the complicated hydrogeological conditions in the karst groundwater
area. The index selection is mainly considered to be confined to the social, economic, environmental,
and ecological contexts. However, groundwater quality in the karst region as determined by the
statistical data is excellent: 94% of the groundwater environmental quality is beyond good. Therefore,
in this paper, groundwater quality is not taken into account.
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Table 1. Primary evaluation index system of water resource security in karst areas.

Target Index Index Meaning

Water environment
subsystem

X1 Water use efficiency (%) Reflects the degree of water resource development

X2 Water resources per capita (m3/person) Reflects the state of per capita water resources

X3 Degree of development and utilization of
groundwater (%) An important indicator of water supply capacity

X4 Degree of development and utilization of surface
water (%) Reflects the sustainable utilization of water resources

X5 Groundwater resource per unit area
(104 m3/km2) Reflects the richness of groundwater resources

X6 Average annual rainfall (mm) Reflects the status of water resources in the region

X7 Groundwater supply ratio (%) Reflects the supply structure of water resources

X8 Water production modulus (%) Reflects the relative amount of water resources

Social subsystem

X9 Urbanization rate (%) Reflects the water pressure from
regional development

X10 Treatment rate of urban wastewater (%) Response to water quality

X11 Population density (person/km2)
Reflects population growth pressure on
water resources

X12 Qualifying rate of the water quality of rivers (%) Reflects water quality of main rivers

X13 Per capita grain production (kg) Reflects the proportion of agricultural production

X14 Qualifying rate of water environment function
zones (%)

Reflects the effectiveness of water resource
management

X15 Total discharge of waste water/million tons Reflects the effectiveness of water resource
management

Economic subsystem

X16 Water requirement per unit gross domestic
product (GDP)/(m3/104 RMB)

Reflects pressure from economic development on
water ecology

X17 Qualifying rate of industrial wastewater (%) Reflects water pollution treatment capacity

X18 Agricultural water use rate (%) Reflects pressure from agricultural production on
water resources

X19 Comprehensive utilization rate of industrial
solid waste (%) Reflects water pollution treatment capacity

X20 Water consumption per unit area of agricultural
irrigation/(m3/hm2)

Reflects pressure from agricultural production on
water resources

X21 Industrial water utilization rate (%) Reflects pressure from industrial production on
water resources

Ecological subsystem

X22 Sediment transport modulus (t/km2) Reflects the state of soil erosion

X23 Vegetation coverage (%) Reflects the impact on surface water storage capacity

X24 Above moderate rocky desertification area
ratio (%) Reflects the state of soil erosion

X25 Ecological water use rate (%) Reflects the status of water resource carrying capacity

X26 Soil erosion area ratio (%) Reflects the state of soil erosion

Human subsystem

X27 Number of karst disasters (per) Reflects the negative effects of water resources and
ecological environment

X28 Proportion of environmental protection
investment to GDP (%)

Reflects the adequacy of water resource
management funds

X29 Number of water conservancy science and
technology personnel per 10,000 people
(person/104 persons)

Reflects the popularity of water conservancy policies
and management in the society

X30 Number of water pollution incidents (per) Reflects the effectiveness of water resource
management

2.2. Construction of MIV-BP Model for Variable Selection

To evaluate the security of water resources, it is necessary to select as many of the most
representative indices as possible from the primary indices and remove the nonsignificant ones.
Mean impact value (MIV) is considered to be one of the best algorithms to evaluate the correlation
among indices [23]. Therefore, combining the BP neural network with the MIV, the primary indices
were determined by way of quantitative screening, to build the final evaluation index system.
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First, the BP neural network is trained and simulated. After training, each of the independent
variables in training sample P is added and subtracted by 10% on the basis of its original value to form
2 new training samples, P1 and P2. Second, P1 and P2, as simulation samples, are simulated using the
built network, and 2 simulation results, A1 and A2, are obtained. The difference between A1 and A2

is calculated, that is, the impact value (IV) of the output dependent variable is gotten after changing
the independent variable. All IV values are averaged by the number of observations to give the mean
impact value (MIV) of the independent variable. Lastly, according to the above steps, the MIV of each
independent variable is calculated, and then the variables are sorted according to the absolute value of
MIV to determine the influence of input parameters on the output variables.

The number of input neurons in the network is 30, and the number of output neurons is 1. After
training, it is concluded that when the number of neurons in the hidden layer is 7, the network error
is the smallest, and the neural network structure is set to the 3-layer neural network. The maximum
number for training is set to 5000, the learning rate is set to 0.05, and the target error is set to 0.0001.

A procedure to create the network is written as net=newff(minmax(p), [7,1], {‘tansig’,’purelin'},’traingdm’).
After normalization of input and output data, the BP neural network training process is as shown
in Figure 2. It can be seen that neural network error reaches the target error of 0.0001 only after
2583 trainings; the error results meet the training requirements. The model can be judged according to
R value. The closer R is to 1, the better the model and the higher the prediction accuracy It can be seen
from Figures 3 and 4 that all validation checks and gradients of the model decrease as training times.
The mean square error is close to 1 and error gradient descent is 0.0024, so the neural network fits well
with the training data. The trained network can better predict the training data.

According to the trained BP neural network, the output of the predicted data is simulated and the
MIV is calculated. The absolute value of MIV indicates the importance of water resource security in
the karst area, which is chosen as the basis for selection of the water resource security evaluation index.
That is, the more important the index is, the higher the MIV value should be.
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2.3. Screening Results of Evaluation Indices Based on the MIV-BP Model

The importance of each index on the impact of water resource security in the karst area is sorted
by absolute value, as shown in Table 2.
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Table 2. Mean impact values (MIVs) of water resource security influence factors in the karst area.

Index MIV Order

X7 Groundwater supply ratio (%) 0.0436 1
X19 Comprehensive utilization rate of industrial solid waste (%) −0.0328 2

X17 Qualifying rate of industrial wastewater (%) −0.0277 3
X21 Industrial water utilization rate (%) 0.022 4

X24 Above moderate rocky desertification area ratio (%) −0.0214 5
X16 Water requirement per unit GDP (m3/104 RMB) −0.0194 6

X1 Water use efficiency (%) 0.0189 7
X13 Per capita grain production (kg) 0.0185 8

X3 Degree of development and utilization of groundwater (%) −0.0162 9
X8 Water production modulus (%) 0.015 10
X6 Average annual rainfall (mm) 0.0148 11

X26 Soil erosion area ratio (%) −0.0146 12
X10 Treatment rate of urban wastewater (%) −0.0144 13

X4 Degree of development and utilization of surface water (%) 0.014 14
X9 Urbanization rate (%) −0.0137 15

X20 Water consumption per unit area of agricultural irrigation (m3/hm2) 0.0113 16
X28 Proportion of environmental protection investment to GDP (%) −0.0105 17

X15 Total discharge of wastewater (million tons) 0.01 18
X23 Vegetation coverage (%) −0.0091 19

X29 Number of water conservancy science and technology personnel per
10,000 people (person/104 persons) −0.0086 20

X2 Water resources per capita (m3/person) −0.0077 21
X30 Number of water pollution incidents (per) 0.0066 22

X2 Sediment transport modulus (t/km2) −0.0065 23
X11 Population density (person/km2) 0.0043 24

X12 Qualifying rate of water quality of rivers (%) −0.0042 25
X5 Groundwater resources per unit area (104 m3/km2) −0.0033 26

X18 Agricultural water use rate (%) 0.0021 27
X25 Ecological water use rate (%) 0.0006 28

X27 Number of karst disasters (per) −0.0004 29
X14 Qualifying rate of water environment function zones (%) −0.00008 30

Notes: For MIV values, + indicates the positive effect on the increase in water resource security deviation; conversely,
it is negative.

2.4. Grade Classification of Water Resource Security

According to Table 2, the index system of water resource security evaluation in the karst area is
constructed by selecting the first 18 indices with MIV greater than 0.01.

Referring to the relevant domestic and foreign standards, the index is divided into 5 grades,
severe warning level, moderate warning level, critical safety level, moderate safety level, and safety
level, which are marked I, II, III, IV, and V (Table 3).
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Table 3. Grade classification of water resource security in the karst area.

Target Index

Grade

Severe Moderate Warning
Level II

Critical Safety
Level III

Moderate Safety
Level IV

Safety Level

Warning Level I V

Water environment
subsystem

C1 Water use efficiency (%) >50 30–50 20–30 10–20 <10
C2 Degree of development and utilization of
groundwater (%) >10 7.5–10 5–7.5 2.5–5 <2.5

C3 Degree of development and utilization of surface
water (%) >50 35–50 20–35 10–20 <10

C4 Average annual rainfall (mm) <300 300–800 800–1200 1200–2000 >2000
C5 Groundwater supply ratio (%) >20 15–20 10–15 5–10 <5
C6 Water production modulus (%) <10 10–20 20–40 40–50 >50

Social subsystem

C7 Urbanization rate (%) <25 25–35 35–50 50–60 >60
C8 Treatment rate of urban wastewater (%) <45 45–60 60–70 70–80 >80
C9 Per capita grain production (kg) <200 200–400 400–600 600–800 >800
C10 Total discharge of wastewater (million tons) >10 7–10 4–7 1–3 <1

Economic subsystem

C11 Water requirement per unit GDP (m3/104 RMB) >1060 610–1060 140–610 24–140 <24
C12 Qualifying rate of industrial wastewater (%) <60 60–70 70–80 80–90 >90
C13 Comprehensive utilization rate of industrial solid
waste (%) <50 50–60 60–70 70–80 >80

C14 Water consumption per unit area of agricultural
irrigation (m3/hm2) >10,000 8000–10,000 6000–8000 4000–6000 <4000

C15 Industrial water utilization rate (%) <5 5–20 20–35 35–45 >45

Ecological subsystem C16 Above moderate rocky desertification area ratio (%) >40 30–40 20–30 10–20 <10
C17 Soil erosion area ratio (%) >50 30–50 20–30 10–20 <10

Human subsystem C18 Proportion of environmental protection investment
to GDP (%) <0.3 0.3–0.6 0.6–1 1–1.5 >1.5
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2.5. Data Sources and Processing

Primary data were obtained mainly from the Guizhou water resource bulletin (2005–2014)
published by the Guizhou Water Resources Bureau, the Guizhou Province environmental status
bulletin (2005–2014) published by the Guizhou Environmental Protection Bureau, the Guizhou national
economic and social development statistical bulletin (2005–2014) published by the Guizhou Statistical
Bureau, and the Guizhou statistical yearbook (2005–2014) published by the Guizhou Statistical Bureau.
The data are shown in Table 4.

The data were first normalized to eliminate the data dimension. In this paper, the maximum and

minimum methods are used; the formula is: xij =
Xij−Xmin

Xmax−Xmin
, where Xmax and Xmin are the maximum

and minimum values of the data, respectively, and Xij is the actual observed value of the index.
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Table 4. Data of water resource security evaluation index in karst area, Guizhou (2005–2014).

Target Index
Index Value

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Water
environment

subsystem

C1 Water use efficiency (%) 11.6 12.3 9.29 8.9 9.5 8.9 15.2 9.4 12.1 7.85
C2 Degree of development and utilization of groundwater (%) 3.18 3.12 2.39 2.98 2.8 2.86 0.51 0.43 0.81 0.95
C3 Degree of development and utilization of surface water (%) 8.66 11.31 8.66 8.2 10.23 9.8 14.74 9.11 11.85 7.49
C4 Average annual rainfall (mm) 1129.7 1015.1 1160 1266.5 949.9 1105.9 820.6 1117.1 981.9 1384.1
C5 Groundwater supply ratio (%) 8.58 7.34 6.33 7.74 6.95 7.1 1.2 1.2 2.1 2.9
C6 Water production modulus (%) 56.24 46.24 59.86 64.78 51.68 54.3 35.55 55.29 43.11 68.86

Social subsystem

C7 Urbanization rate (%) 26.87 27.42 28.2 29.11 30 33.81 35 36.5 37.8 40.01
C8 Treatment rate of urban wastewater (%) 21.1 21.2 29 31.18 42.01 74.8 82 83.9 84.84 86.87
C9 Per capita grain production (kg) 308.86 281.3 303.1 322.02 330.3 319.71 252.78 309.93 294.11 324.54
C10 Total discharge of wastewater (million tons) 5.57 5.54 5.51 5.59 5.92 8.45 7.8 9.14 9.31 11.09

Economic
subsystem

C11 Water requirement per unit GDP (m3/104 RMB) 509 442 339.9 286.11 256.55 220.44 167 135 115 103
C12 Qualifying rate of industrial wastewater (%) 67.7 71.84 71.92 80.3 81.6 82.3 85.6 86.8 88.9 89.5
C13 Comprehensive utilization rate of industrial solid waste (%) 34.1 35.6 37.5 39.9 45.6 50.9 52.7 60.9 50.5 56.9
C14 Water consumption per unit area of agricultural irrigation (m3/hm2) 9390 7545 7545 7815 7095 7815 5640 6315 5805 5745
C15 Industrial water utilization rate (%) 28.6 27.3 32.43 33.1 34 38.8 42.2 27.3 29.4 29

Ecological
subsystem

C16 Above moderate rocky desertification area ratio (%) 20.39 20.39 20.39 20.39 20.39 20.39 17.16 17.16 17.16 17.16
C17 Soil erosion area ratio (%) 41.54 41.54 41.54 41.54 41.54 31.37 31.37 31.37 29.23 29.23

Human
subsystem C18 Proportion of environmental protection investment to GDP (%) 1.66 1.4 1.69 1.42 1.78 1.95 2.32 1.42 1.65 1.89
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3. Model Construction

A BP artificial neural network was used to evaluate water resource security in the karst area.
The modeling procedure is described as follows:

(1) Determine the number of network layers: the model consists of three layers (input, output,
and hidden layers); the number of input neurons is 18 and the number of output neurons is 1.

(2) Determine the number of hidden neurons: The number of neurons in the hidden layer is based
on the empirical formula: n1 =

√
n + m + α (n and m are the number of neurons in the input

layer and output layer, respectively; α is between 1 and 10). By comparing the number of nodes
with different hidden layers, the BP network model involving 18 input nodes, 6 intermediate
nodes, and 1 output node is established, which is assigned the structure 18–6–1.

(3) Data dimensionless processing: the sample is normalized by the formula: xij =
Xij−Xmin

Xmax−Xmin
.

The annual data is one sample, the number of samples is i = 1, 2, ..., 10, and the number of indices
is j = 1, 2, ..., 18.

(4) BP network training: Activation function is “SIGMOID,” training function is “TRAINLM,”
learning function is “LEARNGDM,” and performance function is “MSE.” Network creation:

net=newff (minmax(p), [6,1], {‘tansig’,‘logsig’},‘trainlm’,‘learngdm’,‘mse’). The outputs of the samples
at each level are set as follows: severe warning level (0–0.125), moderate warning level
(0.125–0.375), critical safety level (0.375–0.625), moderate safety level (0.625–0.875), and safety
level (0.875–1).

According to the classification standard given in Table 3, 10 learning samples were randomly
generated for each level, so 50 learning samples were generated. The data of the 50 samples were
normalized and their corresponding target values were used to form the training samples. The training
time was set for 1000 times, and learning parameters were set for η = 0.1, α = 0.9, E ≤ 0.00001.
The training samples were input to the BP network built for training. When the error iteration was
331 times, the error was 0.0452, which satisfied the error requirement. The BP network model for
evaluation of water resource security can be put to use.

4. Results and Discussion

4.1. Analysis of Factors Influencing Water Resource Security in the Karst Area

Main Factors Influencing Water Resource Security in the Karst Area

As can be seen from Table 2, the factors influencing water resource security with MIVs larger
than 0.01 are groundwater supply ratio, water use efficiency, degree of development and utilization
of groundwater, degree of development and utilization of surface water, water production modulus,
and average annual rainfall from the water environment subsystem; urbanization rate, treatment rate
of urban wastewater, per capita grain production, and total discharge of wastewater from the social
subsystem; water requirement per unit GDP, qualifying rate of industrial wastewater, comprehensive
utilization rate of industrial solid waste, water consumption per unit area of agricultural irrigation, and
industrial water utilization rate from the economic subsystem; above moderate rocky desertification
area ratio and soil erosion area ratio from the ecological subsystem; and proportion of environmental
protection investment to GDP from the human subsystem. The greater the absolute value of MIV,
the greater influence the factor has on water resource security in the karst area; if it is the contrary,
the influence is smaller. It can be seen that the influence of the water environment and economic
subsystems is much greater than that of the ecological and human subsystems, while the social
subsystem is between them.

In the karst area, the ecological environment factor has a weak influence based on the
implementation of environmental protection in Guizhou Province.



RETRACTED

Water 2018, 10, 786 12 of 17

According to the differentiation information of the indicators, the forest coverage rate of the
study area increased year by year, reaching 49% in 2014, while both soil erosion area ratio and
above-moderate rocky desertification area ratio decreased year by year. The study area covers about
9500 km2, accounting for 5.4% of the province’s land area. Therefore, the ecological subsystem has a
smaller influence on evaluating water resource security.

4.2. Obstacles to Water Resource Security in the Karst Area

According to Table 2, the top 10 indices with significant effects on water resource security in the
karst area were analyzed. The results show that groundwater supply ratio, industrial water utilization
rate, water use efficiency, per capita grain production, and water production modulus contribute
significantly to the deviation of water resource security. For each additional standard deviation unit,
the positive contribution to the deviation of water resource security is 0.0436, 0.022, 0.0189, 0.0185,
and 0.015, respectively. These five indices are the main obstacles to water resource security in recent
years. As can be seen from Figure 5, these five indices show volatility in the tendency to be detrimental
to water resource security. Water resource security is restricted by social economy, population, and
natural environment in the karst area. It is difficult to develop and utilize water resources because
of the limitation of topographical conditions, with steep slope, small terrain plots, simple vegetation
structure, and underground fissures. Seasonal drought is caused by the large variation coefficient
of precipitation, together with special karst landform and weak surface storage. During the study
period, Guizhou experienced a severe drought from 2009 to 2011, and again in 2013. The system of
social economy, population growth, backward agricultural production, rapid industrial development,
and changes in degree and manner of development and utilization of water resources have a negative
impact on water resource security. Therefore, exploitation and utilization of water resources are
considered as threats in evaluating water resource security.
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Figure 5. Obstacles to water resource security in the karst area. (a) Groundwater supply ratio,
industrial water utilization rate, water use efficiency and water production modulus; (b) Per capita
grain production.

4.3. Driving Factors of Water Resource Security in the Karst Area

As can be seen from Figure 6, in Guizhou Province from 2005 to 2014, the comprehensive
utilization rate of industrial solid waste increased from 34.1% to 56.9%, the qualifying rate of industrial
wastewater increased from 67.7% to 89.5%, above moderate rocky desertification area ratio decreased
from 20.39% to 17.16%, water requirement per unit GDP demand changed from 509 m3/104 RMB
to 103 m3/104 RMB, and the degree of development and utilization of groundwater decreased from
3.18% to 0.95%. These five indices are the driving factors of water resource security. For a decrease
or increase of 0.1 standard deviation units, the contribution to reducing the degree of deviation was
0.0328, 0.0277, 0.0214, 0.0194, and 0.0162, respectively.
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Figure 6. Driving factors of water resource security in the karst area. (a) The comprehensive utilization
rate of industrial solid waste, the qualifying rate of the industrial waste water, above moderate rocky
desertification area ratio and the degree of development and utilization of ground water; (b) Water
requirement per unit GDP.

4.4. Results of Water Resource Security Evaluation in the Karst Area

The data of Table 4 were normalized and input into the trained BP network for testing to output
the results, shown in Table 5.

Table 5. Results of water resource security evaluation in the karst area based on the BP model.

Order Year BP Model Output Value BP Model Evaluation Results

1 2005 0.2312 II
2 2006 0.2257 II
3 2007 0.3571 II
4 2008 0.3589 II
5 2009 0.3737 II
6 2010 0.4038 III
7 2011 0.4159 III
8 2012 0.4458 III
9 2013 0.5012 III
10 2014 0.4749 III

The results (Table 5) show a general improvement of water resource security, which was at the
moderate warning level from 2005 to 2009 and the critical safety level from 2010 to 2014.

5. Discussion

(1) The pattern of water resource exploitation and utilization is one of the main factors influencing
water resource security in the karst area. As described in Table 2, the factors that have great influence
on water resource security are groundwater supply ratio, degree of development and utilization
of groundwater, water use efficiency, and water production modulus from the water environment
subsystem. This is due to the special geological environment of the karst: the river is deep and the land
is high, the land is leaky though rainfall is plentiful, the soil cover is less than the exposed rock, and the
soil cover is too thin to maintain moisture. All this results in drought in the wet hot climate. The current
situation in Guizhou is a lack of water resources in the engineering pattern. The uneven temporal and
spatial distributions and the unreasonable development and utilization of water resources have caused
increasingly severe shortages [24]. The study shows that this area lacks controlling water engineering,
the moisture-holding capacity of the earth’s surface is weak, the exploitation and utilization of surface
water is insufficient, and the development and utilization of water resources is concentrated in only
one way [25].
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Therefore, Guizhou should take the characteristics of water resources and their formation into
account to protect and utilize water resources. Rain collection, runoff gathering, water upgrade,
underground and depression reservoirs, and lower dams on the surface are better patterns for karst
water utilization. The lack of water in the karst area could be settled by dispersing storage, scattering
supply, and breaking up the whole into parts. In addition, it is necessary to attach importance to the
depth of water resource development, and to try to use surface water as much as possible to limit
the blind exploitation of groundwater. Moreover, we should pay attention to the comprehensive
development, rational utilization, and scientific management of surface water and groundwater.

(2) The main cause of the pressure on water resource security is rapid economic development.
As can be seen from Table 2, the industrial water utilization rate, the comprehensive utilization rate of
industrial solid waste, the qualifying rate of industrial wastewater, and the water requirement per unit
GDP are the major factors affecting water resource security in the karst area. In particular, the total
amount of wastewater discharge increased year by year, from 5.57 to 11.09 billion tons. Although
the comprehensive utilization rate of industrial solid waste rose from 34.1% in 2005 to 60.9% in 2012,
it is still at the moderate warning level. This is because the main industries in Guizhou Province
are mostly resource-based, with large consumption of resources and the environment. They are
mainly labor-intensive and traditional industries, while high-tech and light industries are deficient.
Because of the rapid development of industrial production, the amount of sewage and industrial water
consumption is increasing, which has a negative impact on water resource security.

From the above analysis, we can see that with rapid economic development, especially industry,
water resource security in the karst area has been under great pressure. In the future, adjusting
the industrial structure will contribute to the optimal allocation of water resources and minimize
consumption. It is necessary to carry out research on water-saving technologies for industries and
change the economic structure from water-based to water-saving. Meanwhile, enterprises should be
supported to increase their water recycling rate and strengthen their awareness of water conservation,
so that a coordinated development of water resources and economics will be promoted for society.

(3) We should further reduce the rocky desertification area and improve the function of water
regulation to karst water. The percentage of karst rock desertification accounts for 61.9% of Guizhou’s
total land, and karst desertification has further aggravated the degradation of water resources. In recent
years, the proportion of rocky desertification area in Guizhou has decreased by 3.23% and the area
of soil erosion has decreased by 12.31% (Table 4), which has had a positive effect on water resource
security. It is an important way to solve the problem of a shortage of water resources in the karst
area by strengthening the management of soil erosion, restoring vegetation, and reducing the rocky
desertification area.

(4) On the whole, the water resource system in Guizhou is improving. From 2005 to 2009,
water resource security was grim, at the moderate warning level. The main reason is that the
rapid development of the economy and society is beyond the ability of the water resources to carry.
Due to a lack of recognition and shortage of investment, construction of the environmental protection
infrastructure lags behind urban development, which has caused severe water pollution and soil
erosion. However, water resource security has improved since 2010 and has changed to the critical
safety level. As can be seen, urbanization rate, treatment rate of urban wastewater, and qualifying
rate of industrial wastewater have an upward trend (Table 4), whereas water requirement per unit
GDP and above moderate rocky desertification area ratio have a downward trend (Figure 6). This is
due to scientific development in recent years in Guizhou Province, with the government beginning
to recognize the importance of sustainable development of water resources and strengthening their
scientific management. During this period, the government has attached great importance to ecological
protection, and has put the coordination of economic growth, population, resources, and environment
in a prominent strategic position. Environmental protection investment has increased significantly.
The proportion of environmental protection investment to GDP rose from 1.4% in 2006 to 1.89% in 2014
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(Table 4). In addition, the capacity of urban sewage and corporate wastewater discharge should be
further improved. These measures are an important part of changing water resource security.

Water resource security in Guizhou is at the critical safety level and has development potential.
Overall, the current situation for water resources in Guizhou is in a fluctuating nonequilibrium state
under the pressures of economic development and human disturbance. Further appropriate measures
should be taken to promote sustainable utilization of water resources.

6. Conclusions

Based on data from Guizhou Province in the past 10 years, this paper constructs an MIV-BP model
to evaluate water resource security. The results reflect the water resource security situation of this
region more intuitively. The model has a certain reference value in karst areas. The main conclusions
are drawn as follows:

(1) Based on the MIV-BP network model, the factors influencing water resource security in the
karst area were selected and analyzed. The autonomous learning quality of the method reduces the
dependence of the designer on prior knowledge, reduces the subjectivity of the influencing factors,
and helps to establish a model with less independent elements and better effects. The evaluation results
are objective and accurate. This study provides a theoretical reference for promoting the utilization of
water resources in Guizhou Province and a way to evaluate water resource security in karst areas.

(2) Based on the composite system, including the water environment subsystem, social subsystem,
economic subsystem, ecological subsystem, and human subsystem, an evaluation index of water
resource security that can reflect the characteristics of the karst area is established. This study constructs
a BP artificial neural network model to evaluate water resource security in the past 10 years. The results
show that the water resource system in Guizhou has improved in the past 10 years. The pattern of
water resource development and utilization and rapid economic development are the main factors
influencing water resource development in the karst area. The results reflect the trend of water resource
security in the karst area of Guizhou Province, which is consistent with the actual situation.

(3) The results of the MIV-BP neural network model only show the relative degree of influence of
the factors affecting water resource security in the karst area. How they affect water resource security
and their positive and negative correlation need to be further analyzed. In addition, because of the
shortcomings of the MIV-BP neural network itself (many parameters and great flexibility), it needs to
be trained several times to get a better prediction model. Meanwhile, the BP neural network itself has
some shortcomings and deficiencies, so there is no absolutely accurate method for determining the
number of hidden layers. It is generally obtained through trial and error, which will cause network
redundancy. Therefore, this method needs to be further improved.
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