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In the original article [1], there was a mistake in the legend for Figure 6. The correct

legend appears below. The authors apologize for any inconvenience caused and state that
the scientific conclusions are unaffected. The original article has been updated.
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Figure 6. Schematic representation of the relationships between prevalence (and 95% confidence

interval) of doctor diagnosis of asthma, current asthma, use of medicine for asthma in the last

12 months, and rhinitis in the last 12 months, and outdoor vanadium concentration (mean and 95%

confidence interval) per each community (Cos/Zej: Cospicua/Zejtun).
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In the original article, there were some mistakes in Table 1 as published. Due to a
material error, most of the percentages (not the absolute values) in the table were erro-
neously indicated. The corrected Table 1 appears below. The authors apologize for any
inconvenience caused and state that the scientific conclusions are unaffected. The original

article has been updated.

Table 1. Characteristics of the study sample (total no. = 2050). The characteristics of each community (urban, rural,
industrial) are also indicated.

Malta (No. = 860)

Italy (No. = 1190)

Hamrun Cospicua/Zejtun Mosta Gela Niscemi Butera Mazzarino
Urban/Industrial Industrial Rural Industrial Rural Rural Rural
(No. = 341) (No. = 235) (No.=284)  (No.=593) (No.=314) (No.=119)  (No. =164)
General
characteristics
Age
Years, mean (+5D) 12.9 (£0.7) 12.5 (£0.7) 12.1 (£0.5) 11.8 (£1.1) 11.7 (£1.1) 11.9 (£1.1) 12.0 (£1.1)
Mal‘?@?)male 157/184 101/134 120/164 296/297 154/160 61/58 83/81
Par;‘;al(;t)"py 41 (12.0%) 30 (12.8%) 29 (10.2%) 59 (10.0%) 32 (10.2%) 9 (7.6%) 8 (4.9%)
Crow‘f\llr(‘)g ({f/“;ex >1 147 (43.1%) 88 (37.4%) 108 (38.0%) 179 (30.2%) 78 (24.8%) 37 (31.1%) 55 (33.5%)
Respiratory health
Acute respiratory
disease in the first 2 43 (12.6%) 33 (14.0%) 40 (14.1%) 168 (28.3%) 102 (32.5%) 24 (20.2%) 59 (36.0%)
yrs No. (%)
Doctor diagnosed
asthma 63 (18.5%) 48 (20.4%) 44 (15.5%) 57 (9.6%) 22 (7.0%) 3 (2.5%) 7 (4.3%)
No. (%)
Curf\elgt ?;t)hma 28 (8.2%) 18 (7.7%) 21 (7.4%) 22 (3.7%) 8 (2.5%) 2 (1.7%) 3 (1.8%)
Asthma medication
12 months 40 (11.7%) 36 (15.3%) 28 (9.9%) 40 (6.7%) 15 (4.8%) 1 (0.8%) 2 (1.2%)
No. (%)
Rh“;solz(;;"“ths 106 (31.1%) 61 (26.0%) 68 (23.9%) 171 (28.8%) 61 (19.4%) 18 (15.1%) 30 (18.3%)
Home Exposures
Damp;ejs (‘f,/"fosure 81 (23.8%) 20 (8.5%) 47 (16.5%) 73 (12.3%) 34 (10.8%) 14 (11.7%) 20 (12.2%)
Domestic exposure to
tobacco smoke No. 77 (22.6%) 37 (15.7%) 52 (18.3%) 101 (17.0%) 88 (28.0%) 25 (21.0%) 27 (16.5%)
(%)
NIO)GE?)/) 204 (59.8%) 145 (61.7%) 157 (55.3%) 145 (24.5%) 47 (15.0%) 14 (11.8%) 37 (22.6%)
gf)af(fi/c) 97 (28.4%) 44 (18.7%) 59 (20.8%) 178 (30.0%) 56 (17.8%) 13 (10.9%) 33 (20.1%)
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