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Abstract: This paper compares the wind fields measured by the meteor radar at Mohe, Beijing,
Wuhan, and Sanya stations and horizontal wind model (HWM14) predictions. HWM14 appears
to successfully reproduce the height-time distribution of the monthly mean zonal winds, although
large discrepancies occur in wind speed between the model and measurement, especially in the
summer and winter months. For meridional wind, the consistency between model prediction and
radar observation is worse than that of zonal wind. The consistency between radar measurements
and model prediction at Sanya station is worse than other sites located at higher latitudes. Harmonic
analysis reveals large discrepancies in diurnal, semidiurnal, and terdiurnal tides extracted from
meteor radar observations and HWM14 predictions.

Keywords: meteor radar; HWM14; tides; MLT region

1. Introduction

Horizontal wind field at mesosphere and lower thermosphere (MLT) is an important
parameter to present the general circulation at this level. Ground-based instruments, such
as meteor radar, medium frequency radar, and lidar are the primary means to measure the
wind fields at the MLT region. Those instruments can continuously measure the vertical
wind profiles with high temporal resolution at specific sites for a relatively long period.

Horizontal Wind Model (HWM) [1–6] is an international reference atmospheric model,
that provides average horizontal winds of Earth’s atmosphere from the ground to the
exobase (0–500 km). HWM has been extensively used by the upper atmospheric research.
For instance, HWM provides realistic observational based drivers of the neutral winds
for ionospheric model development and space weather applications [7,8]. Also, HWM
provides background wind fields for investigations of ionospheric data assimilation [9,10],
and wave propagation [11].

Although HWM can provide reference wind field with high spatiotemporal resolution
at MLT region, some studies indicate that there are great discrepancies between the model
results and observations. Hibbins et al. detected large differences between wind fields
measured by Falkland Islands SuperDARN radar (52◦ S, 59◦ W) and HWM07-predicted
model winds for diurnal, semidiurnal, and terdiurnal tides at southern middle latitudes [12].
HWM07 is one of the Horizontal Wind Model series. Day et al. compared model results
of HWM07 with zonal and meridional winds in MLT region measured by a meteor radar
at Bear Lake Observatory (42◦ N, 111◦ W) [13]. Their results demonstrate that the model-
calculated zonal wind in winter is 2 times stronger than the radar-measured zonal wind
below 85 km height. Su et al. analyzed horizontal winds and tides in MLT region from
the data measured by Chung-Li (24.9◦ N, 121◦ E), Taiwan meteor radar [14]. Comparison
between the meteor radar winds and HWM07 results show that the amplitudes of the
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mean wind, diurnal, and semidiurnal tides of the radar-measured winds in 82–100 km
height are larger than those of the model-calculated winds by up to a factor of 3.

In this paper, we compare the meteor radar-measured wind fields in China region
with HWM14 (the latest version). The purpose of this comparison is to find the discrepancy
between HWM14 prediction and meteor radar observation, and to provide a reference for
the update of future HWM version. The paper is organized as follows. The meteor radar
data utilized and HWM14 are described in Section 2. Comparisons between the radar wind
measurement and model results of HWM14 are made in Section 3. The discussion and
summary are given in Section 4.

2. Data Set and HWM14

Meteor radar wind observations of 8-year period from 2011 to 2018 at Mohe (52.5◦ N,
122.3◦ E), Beijing (40.3◦ N,116.2◦ E), Wuhan (30.5◦ N, 114.6◦ E), and of 6-year period from
2011 to 2016 at Sanya (18.3◦ N, 109.6◦ E) are used to compare with the model results of
HWM14. Figure 1 presents geographical distribution of the Mohe, Beijing, Wuhan, and
Sanya meteor radar stations. Zonal (positive eastward) and meridional (positive northward)
wind from 70 to 110 km are acquired from meteor radar with 1-h time resolution and 2-km
height resolution. The neutral wind data are published at the website of world data center
for Geophysics, Beijing: http://wdc.geophys.ac.cn/index.asp.
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Figure 1. Geographical distribution of Mohe, Beijing, Wuhan, and Sanya meteor radar stations.

HWM14 is the newest version for HWM series which has updated in the thermo-
sphere with new measurements and formulation changes. The HWM14 provides average
horizontal winds as a function of day of year τ, solar local time δ, colatitude θ, longitude
φ, and altitude z from the ground to the exobase. A height-modulated vector spherical
harmonic basis function (1) is used to present the atmosphere’s dominant recurring cyclical
climatological variations.

U(τ, δ, θ, φ, z) = ∑
j

β j(z)uj(τ, δ, θ, φ) (1)

where β j(z) represents the amplitude of the jth vertical cubic B-spline weighting kernel and
uj(τ, δ, θ, φ) is the periodic horizontal spatiotemporal variations for the jth vertical kernel.

http://wdc.geophys.ac.cn/index.asp


Atmosphere 2021, 12, 98 3 of 12

Here, U(τ, δ, θ, φ, z) represents the zonal wind. The horizontal variation uj(τ, δ, θ, φ) is
given below:

uj(τ, δ, θ, φ) =
S
∑

s=0

N
∑

n=1
Ψ1

j (τ, δ, s, n)

+
S
∑

s=0

L
∑

l=1

N
∑

n=1
Ψ2

j (τ, δ, θ, s, l, n)

+
S
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s=0

M
∑
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∑

n=1
Ψ3

j (τ, φ, θ, s, m, n)

(2)

where Ψ1
j (τ, δ, s, n) are the annual and semiannual harmonics for the zonal mean general

circulation, Ψ2
j (τ, δ, θ, s, l, n) represents the westward migrating diurnal, semidiurnal,

and terdiurnal harmonics, and Ψ3
j (τ, φ, θ, s, m, n) is the stationary planetary wave

harmonics. More details about HWM14 are provided by Drob et al. [6].

3. Results and Analysis
3.1. Mean Winds

Figure 2 compares the monthly mean zonal (top) and meridional (bottom) wind in
the composite year by the meteor radar chain observations (left column) and HWM14
predictions (middle column) in the height range of 80–100 km. The right column is the wind
difference between meteor radar and HWM14. As shown in the left column of Figure 2a,
two eastward jets are observed at all meteor radar stations. One appears above ~85 km
height in the time range from April to August, and another one occurs below ~95 km
altitude in the period from October to February. A westward jet is found below 85 km in
the time interval from April to July at all mid-latitude stations. Also, the observational
results present evident latitudinal differences. The strength of the eastward jet measured at
Sanya station is weaker than others. Besides, three westward jets are observed at the Sanya
station. One occurs below ~85 km in the period from February to April, the second one
appears below ~80 km in the time interval between August to September, and the third
one presents above ~90 km in the time range from September to January.

Comparing the middle with the left column of Figure 2a, we can find that the HWM14
captures the major characters of radar observations by presenting two eastward jets and a
westward jet during same time periods at all mid-latitude sites. However, the peak height
of the eastward jet appearing in the period from April to August predicted by HWM14
model is ~10 km higher than that of radar observations at Mohe, Beijing, and Wuhan
stations. In addition, the eastward and westward wind velocity calculated by HWM14 are
nearly twice as fast as Mohe radar observation, which leads to more than 20 m/s differences
between the observation and the model in summer season, as shown in the right column
of Figure 2a. Wuhan radar measured summer eastward flow velocity is 15 m/s faster
than model prediction. At Sanya site, wind patter of HMW14 is similar to that of radar
observation. However, eastward jet below 90 km from September to February calculated
by HWM14 is greater than that of radar observation. Besides, the westward jet calculated
by model occurs above ~90 km and lasts from September till April, and its velocity is even
triple as fast as the observation. Generally, the radar-measured and the model-predicted
zonal component present similar wind pattern. Large discrepancies are mainly found
during summer and winter months in the middle latitudes, and during spring and winter
months in the low latitude.

The results of the monthly mean meridional winds obtained from the observation
and the HWM14 model are shown in Figure 2b. At Mohe, the mean meridional winds
are southward (negative) in the period from March to August and northward in the time
range from September to November at all observed altitudes. Whereas, HWM14 model
predicts southward wind below 95 km during the period from May to August. Besides,
model predicts greater northward wind velocity during the time range from September to
December. What’s more, the wind directions of model and observation above 85 km in the
period from January to February are opposite. At Beijing, the observed meridional wind is
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mostly southward except during winter, but the model predicts stronger southward above
90 km in winter. Both Wuhan and Sanya observational results show a three-cell pattern
of southward wind. At Wuhan station, two cells occur above 90 km around March and
August, and the other one appears below 85 km in June. At Sanya station, two cells appear
above 90 km height around March and October, and another one occurs below 85 km in
June. However, the model only reproduces the three-cell structure at Wuhan site.
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Figure 2. Comparison of the monthly mean zonal (a) and meridional (b) wind in the composite year between meteor radar
(left column) and Horizontal Wind Model (HWM14) (middle column). The right column is the difference between radar
measurement and model prediction.

Figure 3 present the relative difference between meteor radar observed and HWM14
predicted zonal (the left column) and meridional (the right column) wind. Compared to
zonal wind, the meridional component shows larger discrepancies between observations
and model predictions.
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3.2. Tides

Harmonic analysis is a method that widely used to decompose the constituents of the
time series. In this work, a linear least squares fit is utilized to retrieve the amplitude of
the specified harmonics. A 15-day window is incremented in 1-day step through the radar
measured and HWM14 predicted meridional and zonal wind time series and hourly winds
are fitted by Equation (3) with a superposition of the mean wind, diurnal (DT), semidiurnal
(SDT), and terdiurnal (TDT) harmonic components.

f (t) = a0 + a1 cos(
2π

24
(t − φ1) + a2 cos(

2π

12
(t − φ2)) + a3 cos(

2π

8
(t − φ3)) (3)

where f is the zonal or meridional component, a0 presents mean wind, a1, a2, a3 and φ1, φ2,
φ3 are the amplitude and phase of diurnal, semidiurnal, and terdiurnal tides, respectively.

Figure 4 presents the diurnal, semidiurnal, and terdiurnal tidal amplitude obtained
from Mohe meteor radar measurement and HWM14 prediction. It can be seen from
Figure 2 that the semidiurnal tide dominates over the diurnal and terdiurnal tides for both
the radar measured and model predicted zonal and meridional wind. However, there
are large differences in the temporal and altitude behavior of these tides. For the zonal
component, enhanced diurnal tidal activity is seen above 95 km during the time interval
from May to June and during December in radar measurement. The model predicted
diurnal tide is active above 90 km altitude during the time interval between January
and March and between May and June. The radar also shows enhanced diurnal tidal
activity below 87 km altitude in March, whereas HWM14 presents a strong amplitude
of diurnal tide below 85 km during a whole year. Semidiurnal tide obtained from radar
measurement presents strong amplitude at all height range during fall equinox season,
while no significant enhancement is seen in the model prediction during this time period.
Both the observation and prediction show enhanced semidiurnal tide during winter season,
but radar observed enhanced semidiurnal tide activity almost covers all observed height.
Terdiurnal tide shares the smallest proportion among these three tidal components. For
the meridional component, both radar and HWM14 display obvious strong amplitude
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of diurnal tide from April to September. Semidiurnal and turdiurnal tidal patterns of
radar measured and the model predicted meridional wind are similar with those of radar
measured and model predicted zonal wind.
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Figure 5 compares the diurnal, semidiurnal, and terdiurnal tidal amplitude obtained
from Beijng meteor radar measurement and HWM14 prediction. For the zonal component,
radar observed and HWM predicted diurnal tide is active during the time range from
February to July and from January to April, respectively. The radar observation exhibits
obvious semidiurnal tidal activity during an entire year apart from winter, and the peak
appears in September. However, HWM prediction only presents enhancement above 95 km
height during summer and winter. The terdiurnal tide of radar observation is active above
95 km altitude during January and May, and above 93 km in March. The model predicted
terdiurnal tide only shows an obvious enhancement in April. For the Meridional wind,
diurnal tidal pattern of radar measurement is similar to that of model calculation. However,
the amplitude of radar measured diurnal tide in February is 10 m/s greater than that of
model prediction. Similar to the semidiurnal tide obtained from radar measured zonal
wind, radar observed meridional wind also presents stronger semidiurnal tidal activity
above 85 km altitude during a whole year except from winter. However, HWM14 only
shows an obvious enhancement of semidiurnal tide above 90 km from June to September.
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Terdiurnal tide extracted from radar observation merely shows an enhancement during
summer, whereas two obvious enhancements are found in HWM prediction during spring
and fall equinoxes.
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Figure 6 illustrates the evolution of tidal components derived from Wuhan radar
observation and HWM calculation. Differ from two sites mentioned above, the diurnal
tidal component becomes the dominant tide at this station. Both the radar observed zonal
and meridional wind present two significant enhanced activities of diurnal tide during
the period from the end of January to April and from August to November. However,
model predicted diurnal tide only shows an obvious enhancement during the time range
between February to March. Semidiurnal tide in radar measured zonal wind shows two
significant enhancements in the height range of 85–95 km in April, and above 85 km
altitude during the time range from August to October. However, the model prediction
only presents a significant enhanced semidiurnal tidal activity above 97 km from June to
September. The radar observed meridional wind shows strong semidiurnal tidal activity
above 85 km during the time interval between April and October, whereas obvious tidal
activity is merely seen above 95 km altitude in model calculation during this time period.
Terdiurnal tide obtained from radar measured zonal and meridional is relative stable
during a whole year, however, two obvious enhancements are seen in July and October in
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HWM predicted zonal wind, and three significant enhancements are seen during February,
June, and October in the model predicted meridional wind.
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Figure 7 compares the tidal components extracted from Sanya meteor radar obser-
vation and HWM14 prediction. For the zonal wind, radar measurement presents two
significant diurnal tidal activities during the time range between January and March and
between August and November, and the peak amplitude is over 35 m/s. However, HWM14
merely shows an obvious amplification of diurnal tide from January to March, and its
peak amplitude is just ~20 m/s. Radar observed semidiurnal tide is active above 85 km
from February to August. Model prediction presents enhanced semidiurnal tidal activity
from April to November, and the enhanced tidal activity during the time range between
April and June covers the entire height range. Radar measured terdiurnal tide shows two
short-time enhancements above 95 km height in March and July. Meanwhile, the model
predicts significant enhanced terdiurnal tidal activity above 95 km during entire summer,
and a short-time enhancement at 90 km altitude in September. For the meridional wind,
diurnal tide derived from radar measurement is active during a whole year, while model
only presents enhancements in winter and autumn. The radar observed semidiurnal tide
shows two significant enhancements almost at all observed height range during the period
from February to March and from November to December. However, model only presents
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an enhanced semidiurnal tide activity below 84 km height during the time interval between
January and March. The radar measured turdiurnal tide presents significant enhancement
above 85 km in May, while model predicted turdiurnal tide is active above 95 km height
from April to June.
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4. Discussion and Summary

In the above analysis, we compare the meteor radar wind fields over China region
with the model results of HWM14. According to the comparisons, the inconsistencies
between radar observed and HWM14 model predicted mean winds are summarized as
follows. (1) The model results show larger discrepancies in the zonal component with the
observations measured by the meteor radars at mid-latitude in summer and winter months.
(2) The observation and the model have better consistency in the zonal component than in
the meridional component. (3) The difference between radar measurements and HWM14
predictions at low latitude is larger than that at middle latitudes. Although the HWM14
database in MLT region includes a great number of ground-based instruments, such as
Farbry–Perot interferometer, incoherent scatter radar, medium-frequency (MF) radar, and
lidar around the world, no meteor radar measurements are included, and in the East Asia
area, only the data of MF radar at Yamagawa (31.2◦ N, 130.6◦ E) and Wakkanai (45.4◦ N,
141.8◦ E) are used [4,6]. Comparing the meteor radar mean winds at Wuhan with the
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Yamagawa MF radar measurements [15], we can see that the strength of the zonal eastward
flow during summer months at Yamagawa is weaker than that at Wuhan. The zonal
winds measured by the Wakkanai MF radar and the Beijing meteor radar show similar
circulation features, whereas the peak height of the summer eastward jet at Wakkanai is
over 95 km, which is higher than that at Beijing centering at 92 km altitude [15]. Besides,
many studies confirm that MF radar winds tend to be around 20% lower than meteor radar
measurements [16–18]. As a result, the larger discrepancy during summer months is likely
due to the instrument biases between MF and meteor radars and limited data used to
develop HWM14 model.

Korotyshkin et al. studied the MLT wind structure by using two SKiYMET meteor
radars (MRs) at Collm (51◦ N, 13◦ E) and Kazan (56◦ N, 49◦ E), and proposed that the
stationary planetary waves (SPWs) significantly contribute to the difference between
zonal prevailing winds mainly in winter [19]. Sudden stratospheric warming (SSW) is a
large-scale thermo-dynamical phenomenon in the winter polar region, and the principal
mechanism of SSW is attributed to amplified upward propagating SPWs [20]. Many
research works have demonstrated that SSW events play an important effect on mean
winds in the MLT region [21–24]. During the radar observational periods in this study,
three major and six minor SSW events are included. SSW’s contribution to the disturbance
of mean wind at MLT region could be one of the causes that lead to the larger discrepancy
in winter.

A possible reason for explaining the larger differences between the observation and
model in the meridional component is that the meridional wind in the MLT region has clear
longitudinal dependencies [16,25,26]. This implies that the model could not accurately
predict the meridional wind only based on the input at limit longitudes. For example, the
model does not reproduce the three-cell pattern at Sanya station. This pattern is rarely
reported, although there are many studies focus on the variation of the mean wind at low
latitudes [27–31]. The observational dataset used to construct the HWM14 model in MLT
region do not contain any low-latitude ground-based instrument in Asian sector. This is
very likely one of the causes responsible for the larger difference between Sanya meteor
radar measurements and HWM14 predictions.

As we can see from Figures 4–7, there are obvious discrepancies between radar mea-
sured and model predicted tidal components. Manson et al. [32] studied the global HRDI
tidal structures and found significant longitudinal variations in the global distribution of
semidiurnal and diurnal tide. Forbes et al. analyzed wind measurements near 95 km from
the HRDI and WINDII instruments on UARS and found significant longitudinal variability
of the diurnal tide between ±40 latitude [33]. Also, they proposed that a total diurnal tidal
field with appreciable longitude variability results from the aggregate interference between
nonmigrating and migrating tidal components. However, as mentioned above, in the
East Asia area, only the data of MF radar at Yamagawa (31.2◦ N, 130.6◦ E) and Wakkanai
(45.4◦ N, 141.8◦ E) are used in HWM14 [4,6], which prevents the model from having a good
prediction based on input data at limited longitudes. In addition, a series of review paper
and tutorials [34–41] demonstrated that nonmigrating tides emerged as important sources
resulting in tidal variabilities in the upper mesosphere and lower thermosphere. However,
HWM14 does not include any representation of nonmigrating tidal effects. Moreover, the
longitudinal variations of atmospheric gravity waves’ (AGW) force can also contribute to
the disturbance of tides and mean wind. Gardner et al. pointed out that most AGW can be
dissipated in the region from 80 to 90 km altitude due to triggering the local atmospheric
static or dynamic instabilities by AGW superimposed on the tides and mean winds [42].
Theoretically, dissipations of AGW will place accelerations or drags on wind fields. AGW
activities depend on latitudes and longitudes. As a result, longitudinal variations of AGW
activities can cause the longitudinal variations of dissipations and forcing, and therefore
lead to longitudinal variations of local mean winds and tides. On the contrary, in HWM14
model, no effects of gravity waves are included.
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