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Abstract: Background: Cisplatin (CDDP) is widely used in treatment of cancer, yet patients often
develop resistance with consequent therapeutical failure. In CDDP-resistant cells alterations of
endocytosis and lysosomal functionality have been revealed, although their causes and contribution
to therapy response are unclear. Methods: We investigated the role of RAB7A, a key regulator of late
endocytic trafficking, in CDDP-resistance by comparing resistant and sensitive cells using western
blotting, confocal microscopy and real time PCR. Modulation of RAB7A expression was performed
by transfection and RNA interference, while CDDP sensitivity and intracellular accumulation were
evaluated by viability assays and chemical approaches, respectively. Also extracellular vesicles
were purified and analyzed. Finally, correlations between RAB7A and chemotherapy response
was investigated in human patient samples. Results: We demonstrated that down-regulation
of RAB7A characterizes the chemoresistant phenotype, and that RAB7A depletion increases
CDDP-resistance while RAB7A overexpression decreases it. In addition, increased production
of extracellular vesicles is modulated by RAB7A expression levels and correlates with reduction of
CDDP intracellular accumulation. Conclusions: We demonstrated, for the first time, that RAB7A
regulates CDDP resistance determining alterations in late endocytic trafficking and drug efflux
through extracellular vesicles.
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1. Introduction

Cisplatin (CDDP) is a well-known platinum coordination compound used as a drug in cancer
therapy usually in combination with other drugs. The platinum ions form bonds with purine bases in
DNA, affecting DNA repair mechanisms and inducing apoptosis in cancer cells [1]. CDDP is effective
against different types of cancer, and it has been widely used against ovary, testicular, head and neck,
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bladder and lung cancer. However, side effects such as nephrotoxicity and peripheral neurotoxicity,
and intrinsic or acquired resistance greatly limit its use [2]. For these reasons, numerous platinum
derivatives have been developed, although their success has been restricted to few compounds [2]. The
main obstacle to an effective reduction of toxicity and resistance is the complexity, and the still limited
knowledge, of uptake, efflux, trafficking and mechanisms of biodistribution and action of CDDP and
platinum derivatives [1,3].

CDDP enters cells mainly by two different routes: passive diffusion or facilitated and active
uptake through several different membrane proteins and channels [4]. Among CDDP transporters
there are Cu-transporters (CTR1/2) and solute carriers (SLC), in particular organic cation transporters
(OCT) [5]. Also, Na+-dependent glucose transport and other ATP-dependent transport processes
have been suggested for CDDP [6,7]. Obviously, it is important to define precisely the pathways of
CDDP trafficking in order to unravel causes of toxicity and resistance. Indeed, in CDDP-resistant
cells a strong reduction of intracellular platinum concentration (up to 80%) has been observed,
which is probably a result of reduced uptake and/or increased efflux [1,3]. Importantly, several
studies have suggested that also the endocytic pathway is important for CDDP resistance [8-10].
In fact, CDDP resistance is accompanied by alterations of endocytosis, autophagic flux and lysosomal
functionality [11,12]. Autophagic flux, for instance, promotes CDDP resistance in human ovarian
carcinoma cells [13] while reduced endocytosis and altered lysosomal function have been detected
in CDDP resistant cells [11,12,14]. Furthermore, the marine alkaloid monanchocidin A, which causes
lysosomal membrane permeabilization, has been shown to overcome CDDP resistance [15]. However,
the molecular mechanism underlying CDDP resistance is still not well understood and how endocytosis
and lysosomal impairment alter CDDP resistance warrants investigation.

Notably, altered expression of RAB proteins, small GTPases regulating vesicular trafficking [16],
has been correlated with CDDP resistance [9,17]. Reduced expression of RAB5A was found in
CDDP-resistant epidermoid carcinoma cells, while increased RABSA expression was detected as
an early event of CDDP resistance [9,17]. Accordingly, cells overexpressing RABSA became twice more
resistant to CDDP compared to control cells [17].

RAB7A is a ubiquitous member of the RAB GTPase family localized to late endosomes and
lysosomes and characterized, as all GTPases, by a mechanism of activation and inactivation depending
on GTP binding and hydrolysis [18]. To study the function of RAB7A, a dominant negative mutant
(RAB7A T22N) with impaired nucleotide exchange thus locking the protein in its inactive GDP-bound
form, and a constitutively active mutant (Q67L) with impaired GTP hydrolysis, have been extensively
used [18]. RAB7A is a key regulator of the late endocytic pathway, being important in controlling
early and late endosome maturation, lysosomal biogenesis and acidification, and also clustering and
fusion of late endosomes and lysosomes in the perinuclear region [19-23]. The acquisition of RAB7A
on late endosomes is accompanied by the loss of RAB5, a marker of early sorting endosomes [24,25].
Furthermore, GTP-bound RAB7 mediates the attachment of late endosomes and lysosomes to the
dynein-dynactin complex through the recruitment of RILP (Rab Interacting Lysosomal Protein) for
the movement of late endosomes and lysosomes toward the microtubule organizing center [26-28].
In fact, expression of the RAB7A T22N dominant negative mutant causes dispersal of late endosomes
and lysosomes blocking cargo trafficking to lysosomes, while expression of the RAB7A constitutively
active Q67L mutant or overexpression of the wild-type protein cause the formation of large endocytic
structures densely packed in the perinuclear region [19]. Expression of the RAB7A dominant negative
T22N mutant compromises also lysosomal acidification because RAB7A, through its effector RILP,
interacts with the V1G1 subunit of the vacuolar ATPase, controlling assembly and function of the
V-ATPase on Rab7-positive organelles [29,30]. Furthermore, it has been recently demonstrated that
regulation of lysosomal pH controlled by Rab7 and RILP depends also on lysosomal positioning [31].
In addition, RAB7A has a key role in phagocytosis and autophagy controlling fusion of phagosomes
and autophagosomes with lysosomes [22,32,33]. Importantly, RAB7A functions impact also on many
other physiological processes, such as, for instance, apoptosis, neurotrophin trafficking and signaling,
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neurite outgrowth, mitophagy and lipophagy [34-39]. Thus, in view of the pivotal role of RAB7A in
lysosome biogenesis and function, as well as in channel and membrane protein trafficking, we thought
of it as a good candidate to act as a regulator of CDDP-resistance.

We have hence investigated the involvement of RAB7A in CDDP-resistance using CDDP-resistant
and sensitive cells. We demonstrated that RAB7A is downregulated in resistant cells and that RAB7A
silencing increases CDDP resistance, whereas RAB7A overexpression decreases it. Moreover, although
preliminary, we observed correlations between expression levels of RAB7A and chemoresistance
ex vivo. Altogether, these data indicate that CDDP-resistance can be modulated by altering
RABY7A expression.

2. Results

2.1. CDDP-Resistant Cells Display Alterations of Late Endocytic Pathway

Previous data indicate that CDDP-resistant cells have altered lysosomal abundance and
morphology [11,12].  To start investigating the causes of lysosomal changes induced by
CDDP-resistance, we monitored distribution of lysosomes in CDDP-sensitive 2008 cells and in
their CDDP-resistant counterpart C13 using vital dyes that have amine groups which are partially
protonated at neutral pH and fully protonated at acidic pH and that are used to stain acidic organelles
(Figure 1A) [40]. C13 cells showed a weaker staining with LysoTracker Red DND-99, compared
to 2008 cells and intensity quantification demonstrated a statistically significant decrease of about
60% (Figure 1A,B). As LysoTracker fluorescence is largely pH-independent, we used also LysoSensor
DND-160 and DND-167 dyes that are able to detect compartments within the pH range of 3.5-6.0
and 4.5-6.0, respectively [40]. Both staining methods confirmed that C13 cells have a significant
reduction of acidic compartments compared to 2008 chemosensitive cells (Figure 1A). Indeed, intensity
quantification revealed that C13 cells have about 35% and 63% reduction of LysoSensor DND-160 and
DND-167 staining, respectively, compared to 2008 cells (Figure 1B). Interestingly, in chemoresistant
C13 cells, we observed also reduction of about 40% in the size of labeled organelles compared to 2008
cells (Figure 1A,C).

Considering the central role of RAB7A in the endocytic pathway and in particular in lysosomal
biogenesis [18,19], we decided to investigate its potential role in chemoresistance, hypothesizing that,
if lysosomes of chemoresistant cells were defective, it could be due to altered RAB7A expression and
function. Thus, we have performed immunofluorescence (IF) using specific antibodies against RAB7A
and the lysosomal-associated membrane protein 1 (LAMP1). In C13 compared to control 2008 cells,
we observed a significant reduction of both RAB7A and LAMP1 of about 60% and 43%, respectively
(Figure 1A,B) and a more peripheral distribution of LAMP1. In order to confirm such decrease, we
performed a western blotting (WB) analysis that revealed a strong decrease in CDDP-resistant C13
cells of about 50% and 90% in the abundance of LAMP1 and RAB7A, respectively (Figure 1D,E).

RILP, an effector of RAB7A controlling late endocytic trafficking and multivesicular bodies (MVBs)
formation [26,41,42], regulates endocytic pH by controlling assembly and activity of the V-ATPase on
RAB7A-positive organelles through interaction with the ATP6V1G1 subunit [29,30]. Interestingly, also
ATP6V1G1 abundance was strongly decreased of about 80% in CDDP-resistant C13 cells compared
to controls (Figure 1D,E). To establish whether the observed changes in the amount of RAB7A were
a consequence of mRNA abundance, we used qRT-PCR to monitor mRNA and we did not find
significant differences between 2008 and C13 cells, suggesting that regulation of RAB7 abundance
is not transcriptional (Figure 1F). Altogether these results indicate that in chemoresistant C13 cells
abundance of late endosomal and lysosomal markers, such as RAB7A, LAMP1 and ATP6V1Gl is
strongly decreased, suggesting that the late endocytic pathway is altered.

In parallel, LysoTracker DND-99 and LysoSensor DND-167 staining was performed also on A431,
Hela and their resistant counterparts A431 platinum (Pt) and HeLa Pt. Consistently with the results
obtained with C13 and 2008 cells, a strong reduction of the staining was observed in chemoresistant
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A431 Pt and HelLa Pt cells compared to control A431 and HeLa cells, respectively (Figure S1A-C).
Moreover, LAMP1 staining in HeLa Pt revealed a reduction of about 35% compared to control cells
(Figure S1A,C). In contrast, the limited decrease of LAMP1 intensity in A431 Pt cells was not statistically
significant, although intracellular distribution of LAMP1 positive organelles looked less perinuclear
compared to sensitive cells similarly to C13 cells (Figure S1A,B). Also, evaluation of RAB7A abundance
by IF and WB analysis showed a significant reduction of intensity both in A431 Pt and HeLa Pt cells
compared to their sensitive counterparts (Figure S1B,C and S1D,E respectively). Similarly to C13 cells,
qRT-PCR did not revealed significant changes in RAB7A mRNA levels (Figure S1F).
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Figure 1. (A) Cells were labeled live with Lysotracker Red DND-99 and Cell Mask (green),
with LysoSensor DND-160 (yellow) and with LysoSensor DND-167 (blue) or were fixed and
immunostained with anti-LAMP1 and anti-RAB7A antibodies (green). Nuclei were labeled with
4’,6-diamidino-2-phenylindole (DAPI) (blue). Scale bar: 10 um. (B) IF intensity and (C) lysosomal area
were quantified by Image] software. Data represent the mean =+ standard error (SE) (three independent
experiments, >50 cells). (D,E) Relative protein abundance of LAMP1, RAB7A, ATP6V1G1 was assessed
by Western Blot (WB) and quantified by densitometry normalizing against -tubulin. (F) gRT-PCR was
performed on 2008 and C13 cells and the amount of RAB7A mRNA was quantified relative to GAPDH.
Data represent the mean =+ SE of at least three independent experiments (* p < 0.05 and ** p < 0.01 ***
p < 0.001).

In order to understand if changes in chemoresistant cells are specific for RAB7A and the late
endocytic pathway or involve also the early endocytic pathway, we decided to evaluate the expression
of RAB4A and RAB5A. RABS5A controls homotypic fusion and motility of early sorting endosomes,
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while RAB4A regulates the exit of constitutive recycling cargo from early sorting endosomes directly
back to the plasma membrane as well as to recycling compartment [16]. In contrast to RAB7A, both
RAB4A and RAB5A had different behavior as the amount of RAB4A and RAB5A decreased, remained
unchanged or increased in C13, A431 Pt and Hela Pt, respectively, compared to control cells (Figure S2).
These results indicate that decreased expression of RAB7A and alterations of the late endocytic pathway
are characteristics of chemoresistant cells and suggest a correlation between RAB7A function and
chemotherapy response.

2.2. Modulation of RAB7A Abundance Influences the Chemoresistant Phenotype

We then hypothesized that regulation of RAB7A abundance might have a role in the acquisition
of the chemoresistant phenotype and, therefore, we wondered if chemoresistance could be actively
induced by depleting RAB7A. 2008 cells were transfected with control RNA (SCR) or RAB7A-specific
siRNA (RAB7Ai) and then treated with step-wise concentrations of CDDP or not treated for 24 h.
Interestingly, we obtained a significant increase of resistance at all concentrations of CDDP in the
RAB7A-depleted compared to control cells (Figure 2A). Similar results were obtained by silencing
RAB7A in HeLa and A431 cells although to different extent (Figure 2B,C). These results were confirmed
by Sulforhodamine B (SRB) and Trypan Blue assays (TB) (Figure 2D-F).

Then, we tested whether we could recover drug sensitivity in chemoresistant cells by increasing
RAB7A expression. Wild-type HA-RAB7A was overexpressed in C13 cells (Figure 2G). CDDP treatment
was performed 48 h after transfection and C13 cells transfected with empty vector (mock) were used
as control. Interestingly, a change in the strong CDDP-resistant phenotype toward higher sensitivity to
CDDP was observed with a significant decrease of the viability in C13 cells overexpressing HA-RAB7A
versus control cells at all concentrations of the drug (Figure 2H).

Similar results were obtained after expression of HA-RAB7A in HeLa and A431 Pt cells (Figure 2G).
Indeed, for instance, overexpression of RAB7A determined in treated (10 uM) HeLa cells a reduction
of viability of about 30% while in mock HeLa cells the reduction of viability was about 10% (Figure 2I).
Similarly, A431 Pt cells transfected with HA-RAB7A and treated with 100 uM CDDP showed a
reduction of viability of about 70% while in mock transfected cells the treatment caused a reduction of
viability of only about 60% (Figure 2I).

It is important to underline that differences in cisplatin sensitivity are not due to different
proliferation rate between control cells and RAB7A manipulated cells. Indeed, first of all we have
used as controls CDDP-treated RAB7A silenced and HA-RAB7A overexpressing cells. Also, we have
already demonstrated that depletion of RAB7A does not influence cellular proliferation and viability
in other cell lines [43]. Moreover, upon HA-RAB7A expression we observed no change in proliferation
in A431Pt and HeLa cells but a significant increase of proliferation in C13 cells, further reinforcing our
data on drug sensitization upon overexpression of RAB7A.

Half maximal effective concentration (EC50) values are used as a measure of drug’s potency. MTT
(3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl1)-2,5-diphenol tetrazolium bromide) results obtained using C13, HeLa and
A431 Pt cell lines overexpressing HA-RAB7A or mock and treated for 24 h with different concentrations
of CCDP were used to measure EC50 values (Table 1). EC50 value of C13 expressing HA-RAB7 was
about 67 uM while EC50 for mock C13 was 137 pM. Similarly, EC50 values of HeLa and A431 Pt
expressing HA-RAB7A were 28 pM and 54 uM, respectively, while the values for mock HeLa and A431
Pt were 46 uM and 94 uM, respectively. EC50 values were calculated also for RAB7A-depleted cells.
Significant differences between RAB7A-depleted cells and control cells were observed. Indeed, the
EC50 value of 2008 RAB7A-depleted (RAB7AI) cells was 88 uM, while EC50 for 2008 control cells was
47 uM. Similarly, EC50 values of RAB7A-depleted (RAB7Ai) HeLa and A431 cells were 78 uM and
100 uM, respectively, while the ones for control HeLa and A431 cells were 45 uM and 36 uM (Table 1).

Finally, in order to understand if sensitivity to CDDP was determined by RAB7A activity, we
expressed in C13 cells the constitutively active RAB7AQ76L mutant. After treatment with CDDP, we
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observed that C13 cells became sensitive at both CDDP concentrations, suggesting that the active form
of RABY is necessary (Figure 2J).

MTT assay was performed also on control (SCR) and on RAB7Ai 2008, HeLa and A431 cells after
treatment with CDDP at 100 uM and 200 uM for 48 h and, consistently, we obtained a significant

increase of resistance in RAB7A-depleted compared to control cells (Figure 2K-M).
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Figure 2. (A-C) MTT (3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2,5-diphenol tetrazolium bromide) and (D-F)
Sulforhodamine B (SRB) and Trypan Blue (TB) assays were performed on control (SCR) and on RAB7Ai
2008, HeLa and A431 cells after treatment with cisplatin (CDDP) at the indicated concentrations. (G-I)
C13 (mock) or C13 expressing HA-RAB7A cells, HeLa and A431 Pt control (mock) and expressing
HA-RAB7A were either untreated or treated with CDDP at the indicated concentrations and cytotoxicity
was analyzed with MTT assay. (J) C13 (mock) or expressing the HA-RAB7AQ67L mutant protein were
either untreated or treated with CDDP for 24 h and subjected to MTT assay. (K-M) MTT assay was
performed on control (SCR) and on RAB7Ai 2008, HeLa and A431 cells after treatment with CDDP for
48 h at the indicated concentrations. Each point represents mean + SE of at least three independent
experiments run in eight replicates. Statistical significance was measured by comparing values with

values of control untreated cells. (* p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01 and *** p < 0.001).
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Table 1. Cisplatin (CDDP) ECs, values in RAB7A overexpressing and silenced cell lines.

Cell Lines EC50 (uM)
C13 mock 137 uM =+ 0.064 (***)
C13 HA-RAB7A 67 uM =+ 0.057
2008 SCR 47 uM =+ 0.046 (*)
2008 RAB7Ai 88 uM =+ 0.063
A431 Pt mock 94 uM =+ 0.06 (**)
A431 Pt HA-RAB7A 54 uM + 0.056
A431 SCR 36uM £+ 0.138 (*)
A431 RAB7Ai 100 uM + 0.118
HeLa mock 46 uM + 0.049 (*)
HeLa HA-RAB7A 28 uM + 0.072
HeLa SCR 45 uM + 0.046 (***)
HeLa RAB7Ai 78 uM =+ 0.039

EC50: half maximal effective concentration; * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01 and *** p < 0.001.

Altogether, these data strongly indicate that modulation of RAB7A abundance influences
chemoresistance as overexpression of RAB7A reduces CDDP-resistance while RAB7A silencing
increases it.

2.3. RAB7A Depletion Determines CDDP Efflux in Extracellular Vesicles

In order to establish if chemoresistance is associated with decreased amount of CDDP in cells, we
performed an ICP-AES analysis on cellular pellets after CDDP treatment (20 uM for 24 h). The results
obtained confirmed that, as previously suggested [12], less CDDP is present inside C13 cells. Indeed,
CDDP concentration in C13 cells was about 65% lower than in 2008 chemosensitive cells (Figure 3A).

Different kinds of EVs (Extracellular Vesicles) exist and they are released from many cell
types, including cancer cells [44-46]. CDDP-resistant cells seem to export more CDDP compared to
chemosensitive cells through exosomes, a type of EVs deriving from fusion MVBs (Multivesicular
Bodies) with the plasma membrane, allowing to speculate that chemoresistance may be due to major
exosomal export of CDDP [11,12]. Therefore, we isolated EVs from extracellular medium and analyzed
the amount of extracellular proteins in 2008 and C13 cells. Interestingly, the amount of extracellular
proteins was increased of about 40% in C13 versus 2008 cells (Figure 3B), suggesting an increased
production of EVs. To establish which kind of EVs could be responsible for CDDP efflux we analyzed
the EV extracts for the presence of CD63, CD9 and CD81 (Figure 3C). CD63, a tetraspanin protein, also
known as LAMP3, is present on MVBs and on released exosomes but not in other EVs [44]. Analysis
of C13 EVs revealed that CD63 expression was reduced of about 70% compared to 2008 control cells
(Figure 3D). Instead, immunostaining of EV extracts with antibodies against CD9 and CDS81, two
proposed and validated general EV marker proteins [47], showed that C13 EVs displayed a strong
increase of both CD9 and CD81 tetraspanins. Indeed, in EVs of C13 cells, the amount of CD9 and CD81
was increased of about 65% and 110%, respectively, compared to EVs of 2008 control cells (Figure 3D).
Similarly, we observed reduced expression of CD63 and increased expression of both CD9 and CD81
tetraspanins in EVs of CDDP resistant A431 Pt cell line compared to A431 control cells (Figure 3E).

To check if RAB7A could be responsible for the differences observed between C13 and 2008
cells in terms of CDDP export, we overexpressed wild type-HA-RAB7A in C13 cells and monitored
intracellular platinum. Interestingly, ICP-AES analysis revealed that expression of HA-RAB7A
increased by about 60% the amount of intracellular platinum in these cells (Figure 3F).

Subsequently, to establish if modulation of RAB7A expression could affect EV production we
analyzed the presence of the CD9 and CD81 markers in EVs in HA-RAB7A transfected C13 cells.
Interestingly, abundance of CD9 and CD81 was strongly reduced upon RAB7A overexpression
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(Figure 3G). Altogether, these data suggest that chemoresistance is due to greater export of CDDP
through EVs and that this mechanism is regulated by RAB7A.
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Figure 3. (A) Accumulation of platinum in 2008 and C13 cells was measured by Inductively Coupled
Plasma-Atomic Emission Spectroscopy (ICP-AES) after treatment with 20 uM CDDP for 24 h. Obtained
values were normalized on cell number. (B) Total amount of extracellular proteins released from 2008
and C13 cells normalized on total cell proteins. (C,D) Relative amounts of CD63, CD9 and CD81 were
examined by WB and quantified. (E) Expression of CD63, CD9 and CD81 on extracellular vesicles (EVs)
from A431 and A431 Pt cells. (F) Platinum accumulation in C13 (mock) or C13 expressing HA-RAB7A
was measured by ICP-AES after 24 h of treatment with 20 uM CDDP. (G) Expression of CD9 and CD81
was evaluated on EVs from mock and HA-RAB7A transfected C13 cells. Data represent the mean =+ SE.
of at least three independent experiments. ** p < 0.01 and *** p < 0.001

2.4. Rab7A Expression and Response to Chemotherapy in Ovarian Cancer Patient Tissues

With the aim to investigate a possible correlation between RAB7A expression and chemotherapy
response ex vivo, we have analyzed RAB7A expression in few tumor tissues of patients diagnosed
with high grade serous ovarian cancer.

Epithelial ovarian cancer is one of the most lethal types of gynecological malignancies and
the 5th leading cause of cancer-related mortality in females [48,49]. Despite enormous therapeutic
improvements over the past years, the prognosis of these patients remains dismal and this is largely

attributed to chemotherapeutic resistance following several cycles of treatment.

Tissues were obtained before and after chemotherapy treatment from patients subjected to
neo-adjiuvant treatment. We hence performed a preliminar analysis of RAB7A protein levels on
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only 12 matched tumor tissues of patients for which both the naive (pre-chemotherapy) and the
post-chemotherapy residual tumor tissues were available within the Mitochondria in Progression of
Endometrial and Ovarian cancers (MiPEO) study. Unfortunately, as it was extremely difficult to find
and obtain samples from tissues of neo-adjuvant therapy-treated patients, we could analyze only a
very low number of specimens considering also that this category of patients represents only 25-30%
of high grade serous ovarian cancer cases [50]. Patient characteristics are shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Cases and clinical features.

Patients Dﬁgi:;is g g‘:“;‘;‘é‘;ﬁf;’)’ SCS[51] CCl521 CRS[531 PFS OS  Follow-up Status
R1 32 IIIC 6 10 2 NA 14 32 DOD
R2 77 jli(@ 6 1 NA 45 69 DOD
R3 75 1IC 7 2 NA 15 32 DOD
R4 61 IVA 6 0 NA 71 71 AWOD
R5 68 IVA 3 10 0 2 10 20 DOD
R6 m VA 6 10 0 1 5 AWOD

SCS: Surgical complexity score, SCS groups: low = 3 or fewer, intermediate = 4-7, high = 8 or more; CC: Completeness
of cytoreduction, CC groups: no disease = 0, disease present up to 0.25 cm = 1, disease present 0.25-2.5 cm = 2,
disease greater than 2.5 cm = 3; CRS: Chemotherapy response score, CRS groups: no or minimal tumor response = 1,
appreciable tumor response = 2, Complete or near-complete response = 3; NA:. Not available; PFS: Progression Free
Survival; OS: Overall Survival; DOD: Dead Of Disease; AWOD: Alive Without Disease.

Response to therapy was evaluated depending on different clinical and pathological parameters.
Parameters as high number cycles of chemotherapy, not optimal debulked, low Surgical Complexity
Score (SCS) and low Chemotherapy Response Score (CRS) were associated with a poor response
to chemotherapy, therefore to chemoresistance. Based on the combination of these criteria, R1, R2
and R3 were considered to be poor responders. R6 was evaluated as partial responder (6 cycles of
chemotherapy administered, complete cytoreduction after debulking surgery, high complexity of the
surgical approach, low histological CRS); R4 and R5 were considered as complete responders (complete
cytoreduction after debulking surgery, low number of cycles administered, low SCS and intermediate
CRS score). As shown in Figure 4, we observed reduced expression of RAB7A in pre-chemo cancer
samples from R1, R2 and R3 compared to matched post-chemo tissue, while increased RAB7A levels
were displayed by patients with complete response to therapy, such as R4 and R5. No variations were
observed in R6, who only showed a partial response to drugs.

R1 R2 R3 R4 RS R6
Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre Post Pre  Post Pre  Post

RAB7A - S— -——

o

g——_ -

kil G

Total Protein

Figure 4. RAB7A expression was evaluated on protein extract from tissue tumor specimens of patients
with ovarian cancer disease before (Pre) and after (Post) chemotherapeutic treatment. Levels of RAB7A
protein was normalized on total Ponceau S protein staining.



Cancers 2019, 11, 52 10 of 19

With the limitation of the extremely low number of samples, these data suggest that RAB7A
expression in pre-chemotherapy cancer tissues may predict response, although studies are warranted
on a larger cohort of patients in order to draw definitive conclusions.

3. Discussion

In this paper, we showed that downregulation of RAB7A, determining alterations in the
late endocytic pathway and lysosomal defects with dysfunctional CDDP sequestration, influences
chemoresistance, through the increase of EV-mediated CDDP efflux. Chemoresistance is a cogent
issue in clinical oncology representing the major obstacle for successful therapy in many types of
treated cancers. Various mechanisms determine innate or acquired chemoresistance in cancer cells
and, among these, reduced cellular uptake, ATP-driven drug efflux from cells, quantitative and
qualitative alterations in target proteins, drug compartmentalization, drug metabolism as well as
apoptosis evasion [54]. Recently, defects in lysosomal function have been implicated in drug resistance.
In fact, it was demonstrated that lysosomes are able to sequestrate multiple hydrophobic weak-base
chemotherapeutic agents through passive ion trapping-based transport, reducing accessibility of these
drugs to their targets’ sites [55]. Moreover, lysosomal trapping may determine T-cell Transcription
Factor EB (TFEB)-mediated lysosomal biogenesis resulting in an enlarged lysosomal compartment,
capable of enhanced drug sequestration [56]. In addition to passive drug sequestration of hydrophobic
weak base chemotherapeutics, other mechanisms of lysosome-mediated drug resistance have also been
reported; these include active lysosomal drug sequestration mediated by ATP-driven transporters
from the ABC superfamily, and a role for lysosomal copper transporters in cancer resistance to
platinum-based chemotherapeutics [57,58]. Thus, lysosomes play an important role in detoxification
of heavy metals, including platinum, but it was also hypothesized that sequestration of CDDP into
lysosomes, rather than serving as detoxification pathway, may also induce lysosomal damage and
apoptosis [57,58]. In fact, lysosome-dependent cell death represents a form of regulated cell death
initiated primarily by lysosomal membrane permeabilization (LMP) [59]. LMP involves relocation
of lysosomal constituents into the cytosol, which, in turn, triggers a whole cascade of events leading
to cell death [59]. Therefore, it has been speculated that impairment of the lysosomal compartment,
determining reduced CDDP sequestration, protects cells from LMP and induces the chemoresistance
phenotype [12].

It has been demonstrated that CDDP accumulates in lysosomes that are reduced in size and
number in chemoresistant cells suggesting that transporter expression and subcellular localization,
rather than lysosome number, is the limiting factor in lysosome-mediated CDDP resistance [11,12,14,60].
In addition, it was reported that CDDP resistant cells were characterized by incomplete degradation
of internalized Epidermal Growth Factor (EGF) and slow processing of lysosomal cysteine protease
cathepsin L [14]. Furthermore, treatment with vacuolar proton pump inhibitors, such as Bafilomycin
A1, mimics carboplatin resistant phenotype in sensitive cells, again suggesting that reduced endocytosis
and lysosomal defects of chemoresistant cells could contribute to drug resistance [14].

Here, analyzing the lysosomal compartment, we confirmed and extended previous data, observing
a strong reduction in the number, size and acidification of lysosomes in chemoresistant cells.
Considering the pivotal role of RAB7A in the late endocytic pathway and, in particular, in lysosomal
biogenesis and function [18,19], we investigated whether the alterations described as characteristic of
chemoresistant cells could be due to altered RAB7A function. In agreement with our hypothesis, we
have found reduced RAB7A expression in CDDP resistant cells while no common trend of expression
was revealed for RAB4A and RAB5A and, consistently, it was previously demonstrated that CDDP is
not or is barely detectable in RAB4A- and RAB5A-positive early endosomes [11,12]. The mechanism for
RAB7A reduction does not seem to involve transcriptional regulation, as RT-PCR revealed no changes
in the amount of mRNA in chemoresistant and chemosensitive cells. Thus, one possibility is that, in
chemoresistant cells, RAB7A is subjected to proteasomal degradation. However, it has been described
that decrease in RAB7A ubiquitination causes a reduction of RAB7 amounts due to protein stability
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loss and RAB7A stability is normally guaranteed by interaction with the RAB? effector RILP [61]. Thus,
it is also possible that reduction in RAB7A protein amounts is caused by decreased ubiquitination.

Downregulation of RAB7A in CDDP-resistant cells was accompanied by decreased expression
of LAMP1 and of ATP6V1G]l, a subunit of the vacuolar ATPase, indicating alterations at the level of
late endosomes and/or lysosomes that could be due to downregulation of RAB7A. Indeed, RAB7A
is important for transport to lysosomes but also for lysosomal acidification through the ATP6V1G1
subunit of V-ATPase pump that is regulated by the RAB7A effector RILP [29].

Dysfunction of lysosomal acidifications was previously correlated with anti-cancer drug lysosomal
accumulation and enhanced exocytosis [62]. Indeed, lysosomal exocytosis was shown to be induced
by disruption of lysosomal acidity, achieved either by treatment with the vacuolar proton pump
inhibitor Bafilomycin A1, or with lysosome-accumulating weak amines [63]. Thus, the lower number
of lysosomes in CDDP resistant cells might be due to enhanced lysosomal exocytosis.

Importantly, we were able to induce chemoresistance in chemosensitive cells by silencing RAB7A
while reduction of chemoresistance was observed upon RAB7A overexpression thus indicating that
the expression levels of RAB7A are directly correlated to chemoresistance.

What is the mechanism by which RAB7A modulates chemoresistance? We have analyzed
accumulation of CDDP in chemoresistant versus chemosensitive cells and found that, as expected, the
amount of CDDP was lower in chemoresistant cells and thus we hypothesized increased efflux through
EVs. Among EVs, ectosomes derive from shedding of vesicles from the plasma membrane, while
exosomes are formed by intraluminal vesicles that are released upon exocytosis of MVBs [44]. RAB7A is
present on MVBs together with CD63, a specific marker of exosomes, while CD9 and CD81 are general
markers of EVs [44]. In particular, because of inconsistence of results obtained with other markers, CD9
and C81 were defined as the best markers for assessing abundance of EVs [47]. The role of RAB7A in
exosome release is still not clear [64]. In fact, high expression of RAB7A has been correlated with high
production of exosomes in melanoma cell lines [65] and a RAB7A-dependent exosomal pathway has
been demonstrated for miR-143 export [66]. However, RAB7A silencing decreased exosomal release
in MCF7 cells [67] but did not have any effect on exosomal secretion in HeLa B6H4 tumor cells [68].
Recently, it has also been demonstrated that ovarian cancer cells in hypoxic conditions increased their
exosome release by upregulating RAB27A and downregulating several protein among which RAB7A,
and also by promoting a more secretory lysosomal phenotype with increased CDDP efflux [69].

According to the data indicating that RAB7A silencing decreases exosomal secretion [67], we
observed a strong decrease in CD63 staining of EVs purified from chemoresistant cells that display low
levels of RAB7A expression, although the total amount of extracellular extracts (and therefore of EVs)
but also the abundance of CD9 and CD81 was increased. Altogether, these data indicate that lower
RAB7A expression increases the total amount of EVs while exosomes are reduced. Consistently, our
data indicate that modulation of RAB7A expression affects abundance of exosomes and EVs, possibly
influencing their formation and/or release.

Importantly, RAB7A seems to be involved also in the delivery of CD9-positive EV-associated
material, once captured by the targeted cells, to the nucleus, as subdomains of RAB7A-positive late
endosomes and subdomains of the nuclear envelope create a new compartment with this function [70].
Therefore, it is also possible to envisage that decrease of RAB7A expression inhibits this delivery
possibly blocking upstream uptake of EVs by cells and thus leading to accumulation of EVs in the
extracellular medium.

In conclusion, defects in lysosomes resulting from RAB7A downregulation in chemoresistant cells
could determine alterations in CDDP sequestration resulting in increased CDDP efflux, that could be
mediated by EVs, causing the chemoresistant phenotype (Figure 5). However, exactly how RAB7A
influences the formation of EVs remains to be established.

With the attempt to translate our molecular findings into clinics, we exploited a very low number
of cases of high grade serous ovarian carcinomas, a type of gynecological cancer in which the issue of
chemoresistance is a cogent one, as a relatively high number of patients do not respond to the standard
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lines of chemotherapy, namely a combination of platinum derivatives and taxanes [71,72]. We selected
our cases on the basis of the availability of cancer tissues before and after the treatment, and of the
completeness of the corresponding clinical data.

CD63+ Exosomes ee lCD63+ Exosomes
RAB7A
LY SENSITIVITY LA
—
: (= C LAMP-1 e e

e ®
oo vg,,

CD9+/CD81+ ‘ APOPtOSlS CD9+/CD81+
Extracellular ‘ ° Extracellular
Vesicles ‘ Vesicles

Figure 5. Proposed chemoresistance mechanism mediated by RAB7A. CDDP enters the cell through
specific transporters, by passive diffusion or by endocytosis. The uptake of CDDP in cells with
functional endocytic trafficking leads to activation of apoptosis following sequestration of drug in
lysosomes and consequent Lysosomal Membrane Permeabilization (LMP) induction. Uptake of CDDP
into cells in which RAB7A is downregulated with a reduction in the size, number and acidification
of lysosomes, leads to CDDP efflux through the EVs and then to a resistant phenotype. EE: Early
Endosome; LE: Late Endosome; MVB: Multivesicular Body.

Despite the extremely low number of cases here preliminarily analyzed, the correlation between
RAB7A protein levels and the status of responders versus non-responders (or partial responders)
was coherent with the results obtained in cell lines. Indeed, in responders the decrease in RAB7A
may indicate an ongoing selection of the clones that have a lower protein level, as they would be
fitter to resist to chemotherapy. In this frame, it will be interesting to observe whether any potential
relapse may occur in these patients starting from low-RAB7A cells within the post-chemotherapy mass.
In non-responders, we initially observe nearly undetectable levels of RAB7A. Surprisingly, a high
number of chemotherapy cycles (which is one of the marker to define a patient as poor responder)
resulted into an increase of RAB7A in post-chemo cancers. Although this result may appear to be
in disagreement with our data, interestingly two out of three patients showed an uncommon longer
OS (Table 2) compared with the median OS reported in the literature for patients with these features
(25 months [73]). Whether such more favorable chemotherapeutical outcome depends on RAB7A
increase warrants investigation, and the mechanism of selection of clones with higher RAB7A levels
after chemotherapy in poor responders patients may suggest oncojanus function for this GTPase [74,75].
In fact, it is important to refer that the role of Rab7 in cancerous events is still not completely clear
as both pro-tumorigenic and oncosuppressor functions of Rab7 have been described [18]. In light of
this, Rab7 could have dose- and tumor-type-dependent roles in cancer cell proliferation and invasion,
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defining its oncojanus function [74]. Accordingly, low levels of RAB7 were described in benign nevi of
melanoma, then increased expression was observed during cancer development while subsequent
downregulation was associated to cancer progression in order to favor the invasive phenotype and to
switch to metastatic stages [76]. Clearly, however, clinical studies involving a higher number of tumor
specimens are required to draw definitive conclusion and to investigate this issue in more details.

4. Materials and Methods

4.1. Cells Lines

HeLa cells (human cervix carcinoma) and their CDDP-resistant counterpart (HeLa Pt) were grown
in DMEM (Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, MO, USA) while 2008 (human cervical cancer cells), A431(human
cervix squamous carcinoma) and their CDDP-resistant sublines C13 and A431 Pt were maintained
in RPMI-1640 medium (Sigma-Aldrich). Media were supplemented with 10% FBS, 2 mM glutamine,
100 U/mL penicillin and 10 mg/mL streptomycin (Sigma-Aldrich). Cells were grown in a 5% CO,
incubator at 37 °C. HeLa cells were purchased from the ATCC (Manassas, VA, USA); 2008 and C13
cells were a kind gift from G. Marverti (University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Modena, Italy) [77];
A431 and A431 Pt cells were a kind gift from M. Montopoli (University of Padua, Padua, Italy) [78].

4.2. Case Series

The study was performed on 12 cases of patients diagnosed at the S. Orsola-Malpighi Hospital,
(Bologna, Italy) with high grade serous ovarian cancer, FIGO stage IIIC-IVA, not cytoreducible in up
front at primary surgery. All subjects gave their informed consent for inclusion before they participated
in the study. The study was conducted in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki and the protocol
was approved by the Independent Ethics Committee of S. Orsola-Malpighi Hospital (107/2011/U/Tess
of MiPEO studies). An alpha-numeric code (from R1 to R6) was assigned to the cases. Tumor stage was
determined according to the International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics guidelines (FIGO).
All patients underwent debulking surgery after three or more cycles of chemotherapy depending on
the response to therapy.

4.3. Tumors Specimens

All samples were fresh frozen. Haematoxylin and eosin sections were done to identify tumor
areas. Pre-chemo specimens were obtained with laparoscopic biopsy at the moment of diagnosis,
post-chemo specimens were obtained after chemotherapy with carboplatin and paclitaxel, during the
debulking surgery.

4.4. Induction of Chemoresistance in HeLa Cells

HelLa cells were treated with low concentration of CDDP (1-5 uM) for 6 months to obtain their
resistant counterpart HeLa Pt. This treatment was performed alternating weekly CDDP exposure and
recovery with drug-free medium. Acquisition of chemoresistance was tested through MTT assay after
step-wise treatment with CDDP for various time points (Figure S3).

4.5. Transfection and RNA Interference

Transfection and silencing of HeLa cells was performed as described [29]. The siRNA used are
indicated in Table S1. Transfection of C13 and A431 Pt cells was performed using Amaxa Cell Line
Nucleofector Kit V (Lonza, Basel, Switzerland) following manufacturer’s instructions.

4.6. Western Blotting

Cells were lysed in Laemmli Buffer (100 mM Tris-HCI, pH 6.8, containing 4% SDS, 20% glycerol
and 0.2% blue bromophenol). Tissue (~200 mg) were homogenized in RIPA Buffer (Tris-HCl pH 8
50 mM, NaCl 150 mM, NP40 1%, sodium deoxycholate 0.5%, SDS 0.1%), with freshly added protease
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inhibitors, using a homogenizer (Qiagen Tissue Ruptor, Hilden, Germany). Western blotting (WB) was
performed as described [29]. Antibodies against RAB7A, RAB5A, RAB4A, ATP6V1G1, CD81 were
from Santa Cruz Biotechnology (Dallas, TX, USA), antibody against LAMP1 (H4A3) was deposited
to the Developmental Studies Hybridoma Bank (University of lowa, Iowa City, IA, USA) by J.T.
August and J.E.K. Hildreth while anti-a-tubulin was from Sigma-Aldrich. Secondary anti-mouse
and anti-rabbit antibodies, conjugated with HRP, were from Invitrogen (Carlsbad, CA, USA) and
Santa Cruz Biotechnology (Dallas, TX, USA), respectively. Protein levels by WB were quantified
by densitometry using Image]J software (Version 1.50i, Bethesda, MD, USA) normalizing against
a-tubulin. For tissue extracts, the staining of nitrocellulose membrane with Ponceau S (Sigma-Aldrich,
Saint Louis, MO, USA) was used as loading control.

4.7. Quantitative Real Time PCR

RNA extraction and quantitative Real Time PCR (qRT-PCR) were performed as described
previously [29]. The primers used are reported in Table S1.

4.8. Immunofluorescence and Live Microscopy

Cells grown on 11 mm round glass coverslips were permeabilized, fixed and incubated with
antibodies as described previously [29]. Subsequently, cells were imaged with an LSM 700 confocal
microscope (Zeiss, Oberkochen, Germany). For live microscopy cells were seeded into microscopy
chambers (8 well p-slide, Ibidi GmBh, Martinsried, Germany) and incubated with LysoTracker
Red DND-99, LysoSensor Blue DND-167, LysoSensor Yellow /Blue DND 160 and CellMask Green
(ThermoFisher Scientific, Carlsbad, CA, USA) as described previously [79]. Intensity of fluorescence
and size of lysosomes were determined by Image] software (Version 1.50i, Bethesda, MD, USA).

4.9. Cell viability Measurements

Cell viability was assayed by MTT (3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2,5-diphenol tetrazolium
bromide), Sulforhodamine B (SRB, Sigma-Aldrich, Saint Louis, MO, USA) or Trypan Blue (TB,
Sigma-Aldrich, Saint Louis, MO, USA). Conversion of MTT by mitochondrial succinate dehydrogenase
was used as an indicator of cell viability as described [80]. The SRB assay, based on cellular protein
content, was performed as described [81]. For TB assay, live and dead cells were counted with
an optical microscope after staining. For MTT and SRB assay, plates reading was performed on a
Multilabel Plate Reader (Victor X5, PerkinElmer, Waltham, MA, USA) at 570 nm. EC50 was calculated
after 24 h as the concentration giving a 50% decrease in the cell number compared to untreated cells
using the GraphPad Prism software (Version 6.0, GraphPad, San Diego, CA, USA).

4.10. Inductively Coupled Plasma-Atomic Emission Spectroscopy (ICP-AES) Analysis

For the determination of platinum concentration, samples were previously heat treated with
0.5 mL of 67% ultrapure nitric acid and 0.2 mL of hydrogen peroxide to obtain a clear solution.
Samples were then diluted to a final volume of 5 mL, to obtain a suitable concentration for the acid
used in the mineralization process and avoid damage to the analytic system. Samples were filtered
before analysis through syringe filters (0.45 um) to prevent entry of any remaining suspension in the
measuring instrument.

4.11. Extracellular Vesicles (EV's) Purification

Cells were washed with PBS and incubated with medium containing 10% exosome-free FBS for
24 h. Conditioned medium was collected and centrifuged at 300 g for 10 min at 4 °C to pellet cells.
Supernatant was collected and centrifuged at 16,500 g for 20 m in at 4 °C to pellet apoptotic bodies
and cell debris. Supernatant was then filtered through 0.22 um filters and ultracentrifuged at 110,000 g
for 70 min at 4 °C. Pellets were resuspended in PBS, ultracentrifuged at 110,000 g for 70 m in at 4 °C
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and resuspended in RIPA lysis buffer centrifuged for 10 min at 13,400 g and supernatant was collected.
In parallel, lysates from cell monolayers were prepared using RIPA buffer. Protein quantification was
performed using the Bradford assay.

4.12. Statistical Analysis

All experiments were repeated at least three times and represented as mean =+ standard error (SE).
Statistical significance was determined for all experiment through Student’s ¢ test for unpaired data (*
p <0.05,** p <0.01 and *** p < 0.001).

5. Conclusions

In summary, we have elucidated a new RAB7A-dependent resistance mechanism to CDDP and
demonstrated that it is possible to alter drug response by modulating RAB7A expression. RAB7A
overexpression might indeed restore normal CDDP trafficking inducing chemosensitivity, which may
have extensive implications for future identification of drugs to upregulate of RAB7A in order to
improve therapeutic response to platinum compounds.

Supplementary Materials: The following are available online at http:/ /www.mdpi.com/2072-6694/11/1/52/s1,
Figure S1: Late endocytic pathway in A431/A431 Pt and HeLa/HeLa Pt cell line, Figure S2: Expression of
endocytic Rabs in chemosensitive and chemoresistant cell lines, Figure S3: Test of acquired chemoresistance of
HeLa Pt by MTT assay; Table S1: Sequences of primers and siRNA used in this study.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, C.B.; Methodology, A.P.,, EG., D.M. and G.G. (Giulia Girolimetti);
Resources, AM.P. and P.D.I. (collected human cancer specimens); Data Curation, A.P, EG., C.B.,, AM.P, PD.L,
G.G. (Giulia Girolimetti) and G.G. (Giuseppe Gasparre); Writing-Original Draft Preparation, C.B., EG. and A.P;
Writing-Review & Editing, C.B., A.P, F.G. and G.G. (Giuseppe Gasparre); Supervision, C.B., EP.F. and G.G.
(Giuseppe Gasparre); Funding Acquisition, C.B. All authors read and approved the final manuscript.

Funding: AIRC (Associazione Italiana per la Ricerca sul Cancro), Investigator Grant 2016 to C. B N. 19068. G.
Girolimetti is supported by a triennial AIRC fellowship “Livia Perotti”.

Acknowledgments: We thank 2HE-PONa3_00334 grant for the Zeiss LSM700 confocal microscope and
Fondazione Puglia for the EVOS FL Auto Cell Imaging System.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare that they have no conflicting financial interest.

References

1. Dasari, S.; Tchounwou, P.B. Cisplatin in cancer therapy: Molecular mechanisms of action. Eur. J. Pharmacol.
2014, 740, 364-378. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

2. Spreckelmeyer, S.; Orvig, C.; Casini, A. Cellular transport mechanisms of cytotoxic metallodrugs:
An overview beyond cisplatin. Molecules 2014, 19, 15584-15610. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

3. Siddik, Z.H. Cisplatin: Mode of cytotoxic action and molecular basis of resistance. Oncogene 2003, 22,
7265-7279. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

4. Hall, M.D.; Okabe, M.; Shen, D.W.; Liang, X.J.; Gottesman, M.M. The role of cellular accumulation in
determining sensitivity to platinum-based chemotherapy. Annu. Rev. Pharmacol. Toxicol. 2008, 48, 495-535.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

5. Burger, H.L.; Loos, WJ.; Eechoute, K.; Verweij, J.; Mathijssen, R.H.].; Wiemer, E.A.C. Drug transporters
of platinum-based anticancer agents and their clinical significance. Drug Resist. Updates 2011, 14, 22-34.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

6. Ikari, A.N.; Nagatani, Y.; Tsukimoto, M.; Harada, H.; Miwa, M.; Takagi, K. Sodium-dependent glucose
transporter reduces peroxynitrite and cell injury caused by cisplatin in renal tubular epithelial cells. Biochim.
Biophys. Acta Biomembr. 2005, 1717, 109-117. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

7. Schneider, V.K.; Krieger, K.L.; Bendas, G.; Jaehde, U.; Kalayda, G.V. Contribution of intracellular ATP to
cisplatin resistance of tumor cells. J. Biol. Inorg. Chem. 2013, 18, 165-174. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

8.  Blair, B.G,; Larson, C.A.; Adams, P.L.; Abada, P.B.; Pesce, C.E.; Safaei, R.; Howell, S.B. Copper transporter 2
regulates endocytosis and controls tumor growth and sensitivity to cisplatin in vivo. Mol. Pharmacol. 2011,
79, 157-166. [CrossRef] [PubMed]


http://www.mdpi.com/2072-6694/11/1/52/s1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ejphar.2014.07.025
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25058905
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/molecules191015584
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25268716
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/sj.onc.1206933
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14576837
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.pharmtox.48.080907.180426
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17937596
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drup.2010.12.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21251871
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbamem.2005.10.003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16288972
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00775-012-0960-6
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23183891
http://dx.doi.org/10.1124/mol.110.068411
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20930109

Cancers 2019, 11, 52 16 of 19

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Shen, D.W,; Su, A ; Liang, X.J.; Pai-Panandiker, A.; Gottesman, M.M. Reduced expression of small gtpases
and hypermethylation of the folate binding protein gene in cisplatin-resistant cells. Br. ]. Cancer 2004, 91,
270-276. [CrossRef]

Shen, D.W,; Liang, XJ,; Gawinowicz, M.A,; Gottesman, M.M. Identification of cytoskeletal
[14c]carboplatin-binding proteins reveals reduced expression and disorganization of actin and filamin
in cisplatin-resistant cell lines. Mol. Pharmacol. 2004, 66, 789-793. [PubMed]

Safaei, R.; Katano, K.; Larson, B.J.; Samimi, G.; Holzer, A.K.; Naerdemann, W.; Tomioka, M.; Goodman, M.;
Howell, S.B. Intracellular localization and trafficking of fluorescein-labeled cisplatin in human ovarian
carcinoma cells. Clin. Cancer Res. 2005, 11, 756-767. [PubMed]

Safaei, R.; Larson, B.J.; Cheng, T.C.; Gibson, M.A.; Otani, S.; Naerdemann, W.; Howell, S.B. Abnormal
lysosomal trafficking and enhanced exosomal export of cisplatin in drug-resistant human ovarian carcinoma
cells. Mol. Cancer Ther. 2005, 4, 1595-1604. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Ma, L.; Xu, Y;; Su, J.; Yu, H.; Kang, J.; Li, H.; Li, X,; Xie, Q.; Yu, C.; Sun, L,; et al. Autophagic flux promotes
cisplatin resistance in human ovarian carcinoma cells through atp-mediated lysosomal function. Int. J. Oncol.
2015, 47, 1890-1900. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Chauhan, S.S.; Liang, X.J.; Su, A.W.; Pai-Panandiker, A.; Shen, D.W.; Hanover, ].A.; Gottesman, M.M. Reduced
endocytosis and altered lysosome function in cisplatin-resistant cell lines. Br. ]. Cancer 2003, 88, 1327-1334.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Bennukul, K.; Numkliang, S.; Leardkamolkarn, V. Melatonin attenuates cisplatin-induced hepg? cell death
via the regulation of mtor and erccl expressions. World J. Hepatol. 2014, 6, 230-242. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Pfeffer, S.R. RAB GTPase regulation of membrane identity. Curr. Opin. Cell Biol. 2013, 25, 414-419. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

Shen, D.W.; Gottesman, M.M. Rab8 enhances tmem205-mediated cisplatin resistance. Pharm. Res. 2012, 29,
643-650. [CrossRef]

Guerra, F,; Bucci, C. Multiple roles of the small GTPase Rab7. Cells 2016, 5, E34. [CrossRef]

Bucci, C.; Thomsen, P.; Nicoziani, P.; McCarthy, J.; van Deurs, B. Rab7: A key to lysosome biogenesis. Mol.
Biol. Cell 2000, 11, 467-480. [CrossRef]

Vitelli, R.; Santillo, M.; Lattero, D.; Chiariello, M.; Bifulco, M.; Bruni, C.; Bucci, C. Role of the small GTPase
Rab7 in the late endocytic pathway. J. Biol. Chem. 1997, 272, 4391-4397. [CrossRef]

Meresse, S.; Gorvel, G.P,; Chavrier, P. The Rab7 GTPase resides on a vesicular compartment connected to
lysosomes. J. Cell Sci. 1995, 108, 3349-3358. [PubMed]

Jager, S.; Bucci, C.; Tanida, I.; Ueno, T.; Kominami, E.; Saftig, P.; Eskelinen, E.L. Role for Rab7 in maturation
of late autophagic vacuoles. J. Cell Sci. 2004, 117, 4837-4848. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Vanlandingham, P.A.; Ceresa, B.P. Rab7 regulates late endocytic trafficking downstream of multivesicular
body biogenesis and cargo sequestration. . Biol. Chem. 2009, 284, 12110-12124. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Rink, J.; Ghigo, E.; Kalaidzidis, Y.; Zerial, M. Rab conversion as a mechanism of progression from early to
late endosomes. Cell 2005, 122, 735-749. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Vonderheit, A.; Helenius, A. Rab7 associates with early endo—Somes to mediate sorting and transport of
semliki forest virus to late endosomes. PLoS Biol. 2005, 3, €233. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Cantalupo, G.; Alifano, P; Roberti, V.; Bruni, C.B.; Bucci, C. Rab-interacting lysosomal protein (RILP):
The Rab?7 effector required for transport to lysosomes. EMBO J. 2001, 20, 683-693. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Jordens, I.; Fernandez-Borja, M.; Marsman, M.; Dusseljee, S.; Janssen, L.; Calafat, J.; Janssen, H.; Wubbolts, R.;
Neefjes, J. The Rab7 effector protein rilp controls lysosomal transport by inducing the recruitment of
dynein-dynactin motors. Curr. Biol. 2001, 11, 1680-1685. [CrossRef]

Johansson, M.; Lehto, M.; Tanhuanpaa, K.; Cover, T.L.; Olkkonen, V.M. The oxysterol-binding protein
homologue orpll interacts with rab7 and alters functional properties of late endocytic compartments. Mol.
Biol. Cell 2005, 16, 5480-5492. [CrossRef]

De Luca, M.; Cogli, L.; Progida, C.; Nisi, V.; Pascolutti, R.; Sigismund, S.; Di Fiore, P.P; Bucci, C. Rilp regulates
vacuolar ATPase through interaction with the V1G1 subunit. J. Cell Sci. 2014, 127, 2697-2708. [CrossRef]
De Luca, M.; Bucci, C. A new v-atpase regulatory mechanism mediated by the Rab interacting lysosomal
protein (RILP). Commun. Integr. Biol. 2014, 7, 1-4. [CrossRef]

Johnson, D.E.; Ostrowski, P; Jaumouillé, V.; Grinstein, S. The position of lysosomes within the cell determines
their luminal pH. J. Cell Biol. 2016, 212, 677-692. [CrossRef] [PubMed]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/sj.bjc.6601956
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15385639
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15701866
http://dx.doi.org/10.1158/1535-7163.MCT-05-0102
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16227410
http://dx.doi.org/10.3892/ijo.2015.3176
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26397057
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/sj.bjc.6600861
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12698203
http://dx.doi.org/10.4254/wjh.v6.i4.230
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24799992
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ceb.2013.04.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23639309
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11095-011-0562-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/cells5030034
http://dx.doi.org/10.1091/mbc.11.2.467
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.272.7.4391
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8586647
http://dx.doi.org/10.1242/jcs.01370
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15340014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1074/jbc.M809277200
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19265192
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2005.06.043
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16143105
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.0030233
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15954801
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/emboj/20.4.683
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11179213
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0960-9822(01)00531-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1091/mbc.e05-03-0189
http://dx.doi.org/10.1242/jcs.142604
http://dx.doi.org/10.4161/cib.29616
http://dx.doi.org/10.1083/jcb.201507112
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26975849

Cancers 2019, 11, 52 17 of 19

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

Gutierrez, M.; Munafé, D.; Berén, W.; Colombo, M. Rab? is required for the normal progression of the
autophagic pathway in mammalian cells. J. Cell Sci. 2004, 117, 2687-2697. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Harrison, R.E.; Brumell, ].H.; Khandani, A.; Bucci, C.; Scott, C.C.; Jiang, X.; Finlay, B.B.; Grinstein, S. Salmonella
impairs RILP recruitment to rab7 during maturation of invasion vacuoles. Mol. Biol. Cell 2004, 15, 3146-3154.
[CrossRef]

Yamano, K.; Fogel, A.IL; Wang, C.; van der Bliek, AM.; Youle, R.J. Mitochondrial Rab gaps govern
autophagosome biogenesis during mitophagy. Elife 2014, 3, e01612. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Edinger, A.L.; Cinalli, R M.; Thompson, C.B. Rab7 prevents growth factor-independent survival by inhibiting
cell-autonomous nutrient transporter expression. Dev. Cell 2003, 5, 571-582. [CrossRef]

Saxena, S.; Howe, C.L.; Cosgaya, ].M.; Steiner, P.; Hirling, H.; Chan, ].R.; Weis, ].; Kruttgen, A. Differential
endocytic sorting of p75NTR and TrKA in response to NGF: A role for late endosomes in TrKA trafficking.
Mol. Cell. Neurosci. 2005, 28, 571-587. [CrossRef]

Deinhardt, K,; Salinas, S.; Verastegui, C.; Watson, R.; Worth, D.; Hanrahan, S.; Bucci, C.; Schiavo, G. Rab5
and rab7 control endocytic sorting along the axonal retrograde transport pathway. Neuron 2006, 52, 293-305.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Deinhardt, K.; Reversi, A.; Berninghausen, O.; Hopkins, C.R.; Schiavo, G. Neurotrophins redirect p75NTR
from a clathrin-independent to a clathrin-dependent endocytic pathway coupled to axonal transport. Traffic
2007, 8, 1736-1749. [CrossRef]

Liu, K.; Czaja, M.]. Regulation of lipid stores and metabolism by lipophagy. Cell Death Differ. 2013, 20, 3-11.
[CrossRef]

Haugland, R.P. The Handbook: A Guide to Fluorescent Probes and Labeling Technologies, 10th ed.; Molecular
Probes, Invitrogen Corp: Carlsbad, CA, USA, 2005; p. 390.

Progida, C.; Spinosa, M.; De Luca, A.; Bucci, C. RILP interacts with the VP522 component of the ESCRT-II
complex. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 2006, 347, 1074-1079. [CrossRef]

Progida, C.; Malered, L.; Stuffers, S.; Brech, A.; Bucci, C.; Stenmark, H. RILP is required for proper
morphology and function of late endosomes. J. Cell Sci. 2007, 120, 3729-3737. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Margiotta, A.; Progida, C.; Bakke, O.; Bucci, C. Rab7a regulates cell migration through Racl and vimentin.
Biochim. Biophys. Acta 2017, 1864, 367-381. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Cocucci, E.; Meldolesi, J. Ectosomes and exosomes: Shedding the confusion between extracellular vesicles.
Trends Cell Biol. 2015, 25, 364-372. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Bobrie, A.; Colombo, M.; Raposo, G.; Théry, C. Exosome secretion: Molecular mechanisms and roles in
immune responses. Traffic 2011, 12, 1659-1668. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Schorey, ].S.; Bhatnagar, S. Exosome function: From tumor immunology to pathogen biology. Traffic 2008, 9,
871-881. [CrossRef]

Yoshioka, Y.; Konishi, Y.; Kosaka, N.; Katsuda, T.; Kato, T.; Ochiya, T.]. Comparative marker analysis of
extracellular vesicles in different human cancer types. J. Extracell. Vesicles 2013, 2, 20424. [CrossRef]

Jemal, A ; Siegel, R.; Ward, E.; Hao, Y.; Xu, J.; Thun, M.]. Cancer statistics. CA Cancer J. Clin. 2009, 59, 225-249.
[CrossRef]

Cho, K.R.; Shih, I. Ovarian cancer. Annu. Rev. Pathol. 2009, 4, 287-313. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Melamed, A.; Fink, G.; Wright, A.A.; Keating, N.L.; Gockley, A.A.; Del Carmen, M.G.; Schorge, J.O.;
Rauh-Hain, J.A. Effect of adoption of neoadjuvant chemotherapy for advanced ovarian cancer on all cause
mortality: Quasi-experimental study. BMJ 2018, 360, j5463. [CrossRef]

Aletti, G.D.; Dowdy, S.C.; Podratz, K.C.; Cliby, W.A. Relationship among surgical complexity, short-term
morbidity, and overall survival in primary surgery for advanced ovarian cancer. Am. J. Obstet. Gynecol. 2007,
197, 676—677. [CrossRef]

Glehen, O,; Gilly, EN. Quantitative prognostic indicators of peritoneal surface malignancy: Carcinomatosis,
sarcomatosis, and peritoneal mesothelioma. Surg. Oncol. Clin. N. Am. 2003, 12, 649-671. [CrossRef]

Bohm, S.; Farugqi, A.; Said, I.; Lockley, M.; Brockbank, E.; Jeyarajah, A.; Fitzpatrick, A.; Ennis, D.; Dowe, T.;
Santos, J.L.; et al. Chemotherapy response score: Development and validation of a system to quantify
histopathologic response to neoadjuvant chemotherapy in tubo-ovarian high-grade serous carcinoma. J. Clin.
Oncol. 2015, 33, 2457-2463. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Gottesman, M.M. Mechanisms of cancer drug resistance. Annu. Rev. Med. 2002, 53, 615-627. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]


http://dx.doi.org/10.1242/jcs.01114
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15138286
http://dx.doi.org/10.1091/mbc.e04-02-0092
http://dx.doi.org/10.7554/eLife.01612
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24569479
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1534-5807(03)00291-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mcn.2004.11.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuron.2006.08.018
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17046692
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-0854.2007.00645.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/cdd.2012.63
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbrc.2006.07.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1242/jcs.017301
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17959629
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbamcr.2016.11.020
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27888097
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tcb.2015.01.004
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25683921
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-0854.2011.01225.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21645191
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-0854.2008.00734.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.3402/jev.v2i0.20424
http://dx.doi.org/10.3322/caac.20006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.pathol.4.110807.092246
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18842102
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmj.j5463
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2007.10.495
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S1055-3207(03)00037-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1200/JCO.2014.60.5212
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26124480
http://dx.doi.org/10.1146/annurev.med.53.082901.103929
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11818492

Cancers 2019, 11, 52 18 of 19

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

Duvvuri, M; Krise, J.P. Intracellular drug sequestration events associated with the emergence of multidrug
resistance: A mechanistic review. Front. Biosci. 2005, 10, 1499-1509. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Zhitomirsky, B.; Assaraf, Y.G. Lysosomal sequestration of hydrophobic weak base chemotherapeutics triggers
lysosomal biogenesis and lysosome-dependent cancer multidrug resistance. Oncotarget 2015, 6, 1143-1156.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Safaei, R.; Howell, S.B. Copper transporters regulate the cellular pharmacology and sensitivity to PT drugs.
Crit. Rev. Oncol. Hematol. 2005, 53, 13-23. [CrossRef]

Nilsson, C.; Roberg, K.; Grafstrom, R.C.; Ollinger, K. Intrinsic differences in cis-platin sensitivity of head and
neck cancer cell lines: Correlation to lysosomal pH. Head Neck 2010, 32, 1185-1194. [CrossRef]

Miller, D.K.; Griffiths, E.; Lenard, J.; Firestone, R.A. Cell killing by lysosomotropic detergents. J. Cell Biol.
1983, 97, 1841-1851. [CrossRef]

Kalayda, G.V.; Wagner, C.H.; Buss, I.; Reedijk, J.; Jaehde, U. Altered localisation of the copper efflux
transporters atp7a and atp7b associated with cisplatin resistance in human ovarian carcinoma cells. BMC
Cancer 2008, 8, 175. [CrossRef]

Song, P; Trajkovic, K.; Tsunemi, T.; Krainc, D. Parkin modulates endosomal organization and function of the
endo-lysosomal pathway. J. Neurosci. 2016, 36, 2425-2437. [CrossRef]

Kazmi, F; Hensley, T.; Pope, C.; Funk, RS.; Loewen, G.J.; Buckley, D.B.; Parkinson, A. Lysosomal
sequestration (trapping) of lipophilic amine (cationic amphiphilic) drugs in immortalized human hepatocytes
(Fa2N-4 cells). Drug Metab. Dispos. 2013, 41, 897-905. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Sundler, R. Lysosomal and cytosolic pH as regulators of exocytosis in mouse macrophages. Acta Physiol.
Scand. 1997, 161, 553-556. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Kowal, J.; Tkach, M.; Théry, C. Biogenesis and secretion of exosomes. Curr. Opin. Cell Biol. 2014, 29, 116-125.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Peinado, H.; Aleckovi¢, M.; Lavotshkin, S.; Matei, I, Costa-Silva, B.; Moreno-Bueno, G.;
Hergueta-Redondo, M.; Williams, C.; Garcia-Santos, G.; Ghajar, C.; et al. Melanoma exosomes educate bone
marrow progenitor cells toward a pro-metastatic phenotype through met. Nat. Med. 2012, 18, 883-891.
[CrossRef]

Jaé, N.; McEwan, D.G.; Manavski, Y.; Boon, R.A.; Dimmeler, S. Rab7a and Rab27b control secretion of
endothelial microrna through extracellular vesicles. FEBS Lett. 2015, 589, 3182-3188. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Baietti, M.E,; Zhang, Z.; Mortier, E.; Melchior, A.; Degeest, G.; Geeraerts, A.; Ivarsson, Y.; Depoortere, F.;
Coomans, C.; Vermeiren, E.; et al. Syndecan-syntenin-alix regulates the biogenesis of exosomes. Nat. Cell
Biol. 2012, 14, 677-685. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Ostrowski, M.; Carmo, N.B.; Krumeich, S.; Fanget, I.; Raposo, G.; Savina, A.; Moita, C.F; Schauer, K;
Hume, A.N,; Freitas, R.P; et al. Rab27a and Rab27b control different steps of the exosome secretion pathway.
Nat. Cell Biol. 2010, 12, 19-30. [CrossRef]

Dorayappan, K.D.P.; Wanner, R.; Wallbillich, ].J.; Saini, U.; Zingarelli, R.; Suarez, A.A.; Cohn, D.E,;
Selvendiran, K. Hypoxia-induced exosomes contribute to a more aggressive and chemoresistant ovarian
cancer phenotype: A novel mechanism linking Stat3/Rab proteins. Oncogene 2018, 37, 3806-3821. [CrossRef]
Rappa, G.; Santos, M.E; Green, TM.; Karbanova, J.; Hassler, J.; Bai, Y.; Barsky, S.H.; Corbeil, D.;
Lorico, A. Nuclear transport of cancer extracellular vesicle-derived biomaterials through nuclear envelope
invagination-associated late endosomes. Oncotarget 2017, 8, 14443-14461. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Jayson, G.C.; Kohn, E.C.; Kitchener, H.C.; Ledermann, J.A. Ovarian cancer. Lancet 2014, 384, 1376-1388.
[CrossRef]

Bristow, R.E.; Eisenhauer, E.L.; Santillan, A.; Chi, D.S. Delaying the primary surgical effort for advanced
ovarian cancer: A systematic review of neoadjuvant chemotherapy and interval cytoreduction. Gynecol. Oncol.
2007, 104, 480-490. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Vergote, I; Tropé, C.G.; Amant, F,; Kristensen, G.B.; Ehlen, T.; Johnson, N.; Verheijen, R.H.; van der Burg, M.E.;
Lacave, A.J.; Panici, P.B.; et al. Neoadjuvant chemotherapy or primary surgery in stage IIIC or IV ovarian
cancer. N. Engl. ]. Med. 2010, 363, 943-953. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Gasparre, G.; Kurelac, I.; Capristo, M.; lommarini, L.; Ghelli, A.; Ceccarelli, C.; Nicoletti, G.; Nanni, P;
De Giovanni, C.; Scotlandi, K.; et al. A mutation threshold distinguishes the antitumorigenic effects of the
mitochondrial gene MTND1, an oncojanus function. Cancer Res. 2011, 71, 6220-6229. [CrossRef] [PubMed]


http://dx.doi.org/10.2741/1634
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15769640
http://dx.doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.2732
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25544758
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.critrevonc.2004.09.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hed.21317
http://dx.doi.org/10.1083/jcb.97.6.1841
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2407-8-175
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.2569-15.2016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1124/dmd.112.050054
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23378628
http://dx.doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-201X.1997.00262.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9429664
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ceb.2014.05.004
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24959705
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nm.2753
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.febslet.2015.08.040
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26348397
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ncb2502
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22660413
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/ncb2000
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/s41388-018-0189-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.14804
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28129640
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(13)62146-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ygyno.2006.11.002
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17166564
http://dx.doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa0908806
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20818904
http://dx.doi.org/10.1158/0008-5472.CAN-11-1042
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21852384

Cancers 2019, 11, 52 19 of 19

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

Guerra, F; Perrone, A.M.; Kurelac, I.; Santini, D.; Ceccarelli, C.; Cricca, M.; Zamagni, C.; De Ilaco, P;
Gasparre, G. Mitochondrial DNA mutation in serous ovarian cancer: Implications for mitochondria-coded
genes in chemoresistance. J. Clin. Oncol. 2012, 30, e373-e378. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Alonso-Curbelo, D.; Riveiro-Falkenbach, E.; Pérez-Guijarro, E.; Cifdaloz, M.; Karras, P.; Osterloh, L.;
Megias, D.; Cafién, E.; Calvo, T.G.; Olmeda, D.; et al. Rab7 controls melanoma progression by exploiting a
lineage-specific wiring of the endolysosomal pathway. Cancer Cell 2014, 26, 61-76. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Andrews, P.A.; Albright, K.D. Mitochondrial defects in cis-diamminedichloroplatinum(II)-resistant human
ovarian carcinoma cells. Cancer Res. 1992, 52, 1895-1901.

Catanzaro, D.; Gaude, E.; Orso, G.; Giordano, C.; Guzzo, G.; Rasola, A.; Ragazzi, E.; Caparrotta, L.; Frezza, C.;
Montopoli, M. Inhibition of glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase sensitizes cisplatin-resistant cells to death.
Oncotarget 2015, 6, 30102-30114. [CrossRef]

Del Mercato, L.L.; Guerra, E; Lazzari, G.; Nobile, C.; Bucci, C.; Rinaldi, R. Biocompatible multilayer capsules
engineered with a graphene oxide derivative: Synthesis, characterization and cellular uptake. Nanoscale
2016, 8, 7501-7512. [CrossRef]

Mosmann, T. Rapid colorimetric assay for cellular growth and survival: Application to proliferation and
cytotoxicity assays. J. Immunol. Methods 1983, 65, 55-63. [CrossRef]

Girolimetti, G.; Guerra, F; Jommarini, L.; Kurelac, I.; Vergara, D.; Maffia, M.; Vidone, M.; Amato, L.B.;
Leone, G.; Dusi, S.; et al. Platinum-induced mitochondrial DNA mutations confer lower sensitivity to
paclitaxel by impairing tubulin cytoskeletal organization. Hum. Mol. Genet. 2017, 26, 2961-2974. [CrossRef]

® © 2019 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
@ article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution

(CC BY) license (http:/ /creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


http://dx.doi.org/10.1200/JCO.2012.43.5933
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23150702
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ccr.2014.04.030
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24981740
http://dx.doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.4945
http://dx.doi.org/10.1039/C5NR07665J
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0022-1759(83)90303-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/hmg/ddx186
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	Results 
	CDDP-Resistant Cells Display Alterations of Late Endocytic Pathway 
	Modulation of RAB7A Abundance Influences the Chemoresistant Phenotype 
	RAB7A Depletion Determines CDDP Efflux in Extracellular Vesicles 
	Rab7A Expression and Response to Chemotherapy in Ovarian Cancer Patient Tissues 

	Discussion 
	Materials and Methods 
	Cells Lines 
	Case Series 
	Tumors Specimens 
	Induction of Chemoresistance in HeLa Cells 
	Transfection and RNA Interference 
	Western Blotting 
	Quantitative Real Time PCR 
	Immunofluorescence and Live Microscopy 
	Cell viability Measurements 
	Inductively Coupled Plasma-Atomic Emission Spectroscopy (ICP-AES) Analysis 
	Extracellular Vesicles (EVs) Purification 
	Statistical Analysis 

	Conclusions 
	References

