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My colleagues and I appreciate the comments and constructive suggestions on our manuscript “Mycobiota and Mycotoxins in Traditional Medicinal Seeds from China”. We used the direct culture method and dilution plate method to isolate internal and superficial contaminating fungi from seed samples. Seven Penicillium polonicum isolates were obtained from the surface of tangerine and lychee seeds; only two of which were identified as a potential source of ochratoxin A (OTA) contamination. The comment suggested that mycotoxin occurrence should be detected in the single-spore isolates of two isolates. Although the dilution plate method-obtained isolates are usually original from single-spores, there is still a possibility that they could be contaminated by other fungi. So we accept the comment and will use monoconidial cultures of the two isolates of P. polonicum for OTA detection in our future work.



The comment also mentioned P. polonicum cannot produce OTA according to experience in Europe. However, our laboratory confirmed the ochratoxigenic capacity of this species by using various strains isolated from different host plants (tangerine seed, lychee seed, fresh and dry liquorice root [1,2]) through independent fungal cultures and by using different determination methods (UPLC-MS/MS and LC-MS/MS [1,2]). Therefore, there might be ochratoxigenic potential in certain P. polonicum strains. The toxigenic feature of this species therefore needs to be confirmed in further studies.
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