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	Science-policy interactions problems

	Interaction problems explained

	Illustrative quotes


	Misuse of knowledge

	Knowledge is ignored; contra-expertise is used to discredit scientific reports; knowledge is used to support pre-set policy; on the basis of scientific findings, scientists advise policymakers about the decisions they should make.

	"It depends on the culture of the department, but knowledge from outsite is perceived as inconvenient, to put it bluntly. When a university or research institute produced a report in the field of [the department] sometimes a sigh was heard: 'and now we have to do something with it'. It was not expercienced as helpful." PM4

	Strategic production of opposing, or incomplete knowledge

	Existence of "knowledge coalitions"; academic interests leading in the conduct of research; production of incomplete knowledge due to a lack of collaboration and co-creation.

	"The economist made a sophiticated analysis of the economy, but with a shallow solution regarding governance; the lawyer had a sophisticated analysis of the legal system, but in the end a new, or better rule was needed, etc. Everyone is a prisinor of their own field of expertise. They can flourish, but are also constrained." S6

	Cultural differences between the world of science, and the world of policy

	Problems with the formulation of policy and of (research) questions by policymakers, due to insufficient, active steering from policy towards science, and due to policymakers' reluctance of seek clarification by asking questions; differences in terms of disourses, culture, goals, level of abstraction, notion of time.
	"We asked the scientists questions because the policymakers did not dare to do so. (…) They didn't feel safe enough. They felt like their academic background was too limited to ask the proper questions." S2


	Science-policy interaction problem not related to knowledge

	Complete absence of communication between stakeholders; policymakers act reservedly at the early stage of a policy process, shielding themselves from science-policy interactions.

	"Mostly you get involved because people are done talking to each other. In Dutch we say 'trust comes by foot, and leave on horseback'. In this case all the horses ran in different directions. Every conversation between stakeholders ended within minutes, with threats of lawsuits. They were done talking." C5



