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Abstract: Phenological variables are closely correlated with rice (Oryza sativa L.) yields as they play
important roles in influencing and controlling the carbon allocations between plant organs, but their
impacts on rice yields and their relative importance compared with climatic variables are not yet
well investigated. In this study, the impacts and the relative importance of climatic and phenological
variables on the yields of early mature rice were assessed using the trial data from 75 agricultural
stations across China, spanning from 1981–2010. We found that both daily maximum (Tmax) and daily
minimum (Tmin) temperatures during the growing season (from transplanting to maturity) increased
significantly, while sunshine duration (SD) and precipitation (Prep) did not change significantly.
The average transplanting date was advanced by 3.18 days/decade, and the heading (maturity) dates
were delayed by 2.47 (4.55) days/decade, with yields significantly increased by 9.65 g/m3 per decade
across all sites. Partial correlation coefficients between most phenological variables and rice yields
were negative, whereas most of the climatic variables were positively correlated with rice yields.
The average of partial correlation coefficients between transplanting, heading, and maturity dates
and rice yields were −0.10, −0.15, and −0.01, respectively, and the average of coefficients between
Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep and rice yields were 0.08, 0.02, 0.12, and −0.05, respectively. Interestingly
enough, phenological variables were the dominating influencing factors on rice yields at 63% of
the sites, suggesting that the relative importance of phenology to rice yields may be even higher
than that of climate. The climatic variables were closely correlated with rice yields as they are
fundamental growth materials for crops, and phenological variables strongly influenced the growth
and development of rice. Our results highlight that phenology should be precisely evaluated in crop
models to improve the accuracy of simulating their response to climate change. Furthermore, due to
limited understanding of phenological processes, manipulative experiments are urgently needed to
comprehensively improve our understanding of rice phenology and rice yield response to ongoing
climate change.
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1. Introduction

The average global temperature has increased by roughly 1 ◦C since 1950, and such warming and
associated climatic changes have been demonstrated to influence agricultural growth, limiting potential
production and threatening global food availability and stability [1–4]. The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) has released a special report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5 ◦C
above preindustrial levels between 2030 and 2050 [5–9]. Many studies have shown that a warming
climate could reduce agricultural yields by accelerating development and shortening the growth
duration of crops [10–13]. Meanwhile, phenological shifts are also important ecological indicators
that influence crop growth and determine agricultural yields [14–16]. Phenological variables are very
important indicators for rice yields as they occupy fundamental roles in dominating and controlling
the carbon allocation between plant organs [17–20]. However, the impacts of phenological variables on
crop yields and their relative importance compared with climatic variables are seldomly evaluated or
investigated. Therefore, it is essential to quantitatively study the response of crop phenology, yield,
and agricultural productivity to climate change and to quantify the relative importance of phenology
and climate on crop yields. Meanwhile, it is of great importance to improve our understanding of
how to acknowledge crop development, optimize field management, and take adaptive measures to
mitigate the negative effects under an ongoing changing climate.

The impacts of climate change on agricultural production may be more apparent in developing
countries because of their greater reliance on agriculture and the lack of advanced management
practices [21–23]. Guo et al. simulated the yields of rice from 2016 to 2099 in Zhejiang province, China,
and the results implied that the rice yields would be inevitably reduced by the warming climate [24].
Xu et al. modeled the spatial and temporal change of rice yields in the Sichuan Basin, China, and the
results indicated that adaptive measures should be adopted in the near future to countermeasure
the negative impacts of the warming climate [25]. Peng et al. investigated the trends of arable
land, consumer demand, and climate change in China during the past decades and found that new
technology should be adopted to improve rice production to meet future food demand in the 2030s [26].
Liu et al. found that the change of phenology of spring and winter wheat in China was closely
influenced by climate change [27]. As the largest developing economy, China feeds 22% of the world’s
population with only 9% of the world’s arable land [28]. A warming climate has been detected here
and is expected to continue for decades; thus, investigating and understanding the mechanisms of
climate change and phenology on agricultural production in China should be a high priority [29–33].

Studies based on large-scale analyses have tried to investigate the mechanisms of climate change
on crop growth and yields using process-based simulation models. However, these models are
commonly limited by the uncertainties in predictions of the overall conditions of crop growth, and they
cannot incorporate all circumstances, such as pest control and extreme weather [34–41]. In addition,
crop models can simulate the impacts of climate change only with defined cultivar characteristics,
management practices, soil properties, and initial conditions. Moreover, the crop models can hardly
simulate all circumstances under the changing climate, such as changes in sowing dates, crop varieties,
and management practices. Crop trial data usually contain crop cultivars, phenology dates, yields,
and management practices, as well as weather information [42]. Over the past few decades, statistical
approaches, integrated with the long time series of high-quality crop trial data, have been applied to
understand the impacts of climate change variability on crop growth and yields [43,44]. The statistical
approaches have been quite suitable for investigating how both climate change and phenology have
affected crop growth and yield by removing the impact of other influencing variables [45]. Thus,
the high-quality data, combined with the statistical approaches, have provided a chance to explore the
inner mechanism of impacts of climate and phenology on crops. Tao et al. assessed the impacts of
climate change on rice using partial correlation analysis and found that growth duration was prolonged
by changing rice cultivars and the rice yields were significantly influenced by climate change [46].
Wang et al. calculated growing degree day (GDD) data and evaluated the impacts of climate change
on rice; then, the linear regression method was conducted to explore the constraints factors to rice
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yields [47]. Pirjo et al. explored the coincidence of changes in yields of rice and variations of climate
in Europe using statistical methods, including linear regression analysis and random coefficient
regression [48]. Although previous studies have explored the impacts of climate change on rice growth
and rice yield using statistical approaches with long-time trial data, their research only focused on
the impacts of climate on agricultural production. The influences from phenology were ignored, and,
therefore, the results can hardly reveal the real mechanisms of climate change or phenology impacts on
agricultural production. In agriculture, phenology represents an important indicator that controls crop
growth, which will further impact agricultural production [49–51]. However, almost no studies have
calculated the relative importance of phenological variables on rice yields rather than that of climatic
variables. Therefore, some concerns need to be explored, such as the impacts of phenology on rice
yields, and the relative importance of phenological variables (transplanting, heading, and maturity
dates) to rice yields compared with climatic variables (temperature, precipitation, sunshine durations).
Since the phenology impacts on agricultural production are unknown and the relative importance
between phenology and climate is unknown, it is of vital importance to improve the understanding of
the potential correlation relationships between phenology and agricultural production.

In this study, long-term trial data, including climate, phenology, and yields of early mature
rice spanning the years from 1981 to 2010 from 75 agricultural meteorological stations across China,
were adopted for data analysis. The stations are evenly distributed across two major rice cultivation
regions in southern China. Climatic data from weather stations included the temperature, sunshine
duration, and precipitation. Phenology data contained the transplanting, heading, and maturity dates.
The yield of early mature rice was observed and recorded in the format of kg/ha by professional
technical workers. We aim here to (1) explore spatial and temporal changes and trends in phenology,
climate, and yield of early mature rice over the past three decades; (2) quantify the relative importance
of phenological and climatic variables to yields of early mature rice using partial correlation analysis.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Rice Trial Data and Climate

The study area included two major early-mature rice production regions in China, of which one is
in the middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze River (YZ) and the other is in the Pearl River Delta (PRD).
The YZ region contains Anhui, Jiangxi, Zhejiang, Hubei, and Hunan provinces (49 sites), and the PRD
region contains the Guangdong and Guangxi provinces (26 sites; Figure 1). These agro-meteorological
experimental stations are maintained by professional agricultural technicians following standardized
observation criteria and strictly prescribed procedures under the control of the Chinese Meteorological
Administration (CMA) [52].

The long trial data of early mature rice contains the information of rice cultivars, transplanting
dates, heading dates, maturity dates, yields, and management practices at each site. Therefore,
these data provided us with a unique chance to match weather variables with farm-specific planting
and harvesting dates and rice growth phases for every year. At the same time, the data were all very
valuable for investigating the impacting mechanisms from climate change and phenology on rice
yields. The average transplanting and maturity dates of the sites were, respectively, 114 and 175 (day of
year, DOY) for early mature rice. The rice was well irrigated and fertilized during the growth periods,
with strict pest control. The detailed phenological records of transplanting, heading, and maturity
dates in DOY format at 75 sites from 1981 to 2010 were selected as the phenological events to be
investigated for determining the relationships between phenology and the yields of early mature
rice. The climate data containing daily maximum (Tmax) and daily minimum (Tmin) temperatures,
sunshine duration (SD), and precipitation (Prep) of each site during the growing seasons from 1981 to
2010 were obtained from the China Meteorological Data Sharing Service System (http://data.cma.cn/).
The climatic data were applied for investigating the impacts of climate on rice yields and its relative
importance compared with phenology.

http://data.cma.cn/
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Figure 1. Spatial distributions of agro-meteorological experimental stations across China. Note: The blue
dots refer to agro-meteorological experimental stations; the thick lines represent the boundary of the
nation and the thin lines represent the boundaries of the provinces; the shaded areas indicate the
proportion of rice cultivation.

2.2. Data Analysis Method

The agro-meteorological experimental stations with more than five years of records of crop growth
and weather parameters were selected for further data analysis. The rice growth period (RGP) was
defined as the days between transplanting dates and maturity dates of early mature rice; the average
values of the climatic variables (Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep) during RGPs of all sites were calculated.
Then, the linear regression method (LRM) was applied to investigate the change of climatic variables
during RGPs from 1981 to 2010 [53–55]. Similarly, to identify the temporal changes in phenology and
yields of early mature rice during the past decades, the average dates of the phenological variables
(transplanting dates, heading dates, and maturity dates) and yields of all sites were calculated as well.
Meanwhile, LRM was also applied to show the temporal changes.

To investigate the correlations between phenological variables and climatic variables during
RGPs and annual yields across all sites, the yields and phenological variables were linearly detrended
to counter the effects that were due to the differences in rice cultivars and management practices.
The climatic variables of Tmax and Tmin were accumulated during RGPs at each site over the
study period, and the climatic variables of SD and Prep were averaged. Partial correlation analysis
was applied to investigate the relationship between the detrended yields and the three detrended
phenological variables (transplanting, heading, and maturity dates) and the four detrended climatic
variables (Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep) during the period 1981–2010, respectively. The absolute values
of coefficients of the partial correlation analysis were calculated, and the coefficients (phenological or
climatic variable) with the highest absolute value were confirmed as the main influencing factor for
each site. For each site, there was only one dominating influencing factor that was most correlated with
rice yields, and the spatial distribution of the main influencing factor for each site was obtained. Then,
the relative importance of phenological and climatic variables was calculated using the percentage of
the number of total dominating phenological variables (climatic) of all sites.
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3. Results

3.1. Change and Trend of Climatic Variables during Rice Growth from 1981–2010

The average values of the climatic variables (Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep) at all sites during RGPs
from 1981–2010 are shown in Figure 2. The ratios of the equation using LRM were 0.052 and 0.040
for Tmax (p < 0.01) and Tmin (p < 0.01), which meant that the average daily temperatures increased
significantly during RGPs over the study period, and the increasing trend of average daily Tmax
was a slightly higher than Tmin. The increasing temperature may indicate that a warming climate
is occurring in most of the sites in China, which may have influenced the yields of early mature
rice. In contrast, decreasing trends in SD and Prep were detected using LRM, but the p-values were
not significant.

1 
 

Revised Figure 1 

 

Revised Figure 2. 

 

 

Revised Figure 4 

Figure 2. Trends of daily maximum temperature (Tmax), daily minimum temperature (Tmin), sunshine
duration (SD), and precipitation (Prep) across all sites during the study period 1981–2010. Note:
(a–d) represents Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep, respectively.

3.2. Averages and Trends of Phenological Variables of Rice

The average dates of the phenological variables (transplanting, heading, and maturity dates) and
yields of early mature rice at each site during the study period were obtained (Figure 3). The average
transplanting date was 114.94, 110.19, and 123.63 day of year (DOY) for all sites, YZ, and PRD,
respectively. Similarly, the average heading date was 175.38, 172.94, and 181.26 DOY for all sites,
YZ, and PRD, respectively, with the average maturity date being 197.89, 193.74, and 205.20 DOY,
respectively. It can be concluded that the phenological variables of all sites in PRD were commonly
later than those in YZ. The average value of yields was 910.59, 806.78, and 580.61 g/m3 for all sites, YZ,
and PRD, respectively. The average yield at sites in YZ was generally higher than those in PRD.

Using LRM, the trends of phenological variables and yields of all sites during the study period
were calculated (Figure 4). The average trends of transplanting dates for all sites, YZ, and PRD were
−3.18, −3.11, and −3.15 days/decade, respectively. The average trend of heading dates for all sites, YZ,
and PRD were 0.58, 0.76, and 0.78 days/decade, respectively. The average trend of maturity dates for
all sites, YZ, and PRD, were 2.47, 5.39, and −0.63 days/decade, respectively. The average trends of
yields for all sites, YZ, and PRD were 4.55, 3.90, and 9.65 g/m3 per/decade, respectively. The spatial
results in Figure 4 indicate that transplanting dates at most sites had advanced, while all heading dates
and maturity dates were delayed over the study period.
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Figure 4. Spatial trends of transplanting dates, heading dates, maturity dates, and yields across sites
during the period 1981–2010. Note: (a) represents the transplanting dates, (b) represents the heading
dates, (c) represents the maturity dates, and (d) represents the rice yield respectively.
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3.3. Partial Correlation Analysis

Since the impacts of three phenological variables (transplanting, heading, and maturity dates) and
four climatic variables (Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep) were relatively large, these seven variables were
selected to confirm the main influencing factors using the method introduced in the Methods section.
The detailed results are shown in Figure 5, in which the dominating phenological (climatic) variables
are shown in green (red) to show the different main influencing factors, respectively. Since there
had been misalignments of the phenological variables, climatic variables, and yields, only 44 sites
were chosen for the final results in this analysis. The phenological variables painted with green
are the dominating influencing factors compared with climatic variables painted with red, which
correlate with the yields of early mature rice. Thus, the phenological variables (transplanting, heading,
and maturity dates) played important roles in influencing rice yields at most sites in China during the
study period. When undertaking a deeper investigation, sites in PRD were found to be most impacted
by phenological variables, while sites in YZ were impacted by both phenological and climatic variables.
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variables and rice yields.

The average partial correlation coefficients between phenological variables, climatic variables,
and yields were calculated (Figure 6). For all sites, the calculated coefficients of transplanting, heading,
and maturity dates were −0.10, −0.15, and −0.01, respectively. The transplanting date had advanced
at most sites, and the negative relationship may indicate that the transplanting date would have
increased rice production. Meanwhile, the delayed phenological variables of heading and maturity
dates and their negative relationships imply that they would have reduced rice production. In contrast,
the average coefficients of Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep were 0.08, 0.02, 0.12, and−0.05, respectively, which
implied that most climatic variables positively influenced rice yields and increased rice production.
The average value of the coefficients was different for the two regions, and the phenological variables
were all negative for YZ; the heading date was the only factor that was negatively correlated with
yields for PRD. Thus, the influencing mechanisms of phenological variables on rice yield appear to be
different for YZ and PRD. The influencing mechanisms of climatic variables on rice yield were also
different, and the impacts of Tmax, SD, and Prep were all positive to rice yields, while Tmin was in a
negative relationship with rice yields. Tmax was in a positive relationship with rice yields, perhaps
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because Tmax had not reached the highest temperature threshold for rice growth and development.
SD and Prep promoted rice production, while Tmin may have reduced the yield of early mature rice by
putting stress on sites in YZ. Tmin and SD were both in positive relationships with rice yields in PRD,
indicating they had increased rice yields, while the negative Tmax may indicate the yield here was
affected by stress from high temperatures and lack of water. In total, the phenological indicators played
important roles, which were even greater than those of climatic variables, in affecting rice yields.
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Figure A1 

Figure 6. Average partial correlation coefficients between phenological and climatic variables and rice
yields across all sites, Yangtze River (YZ), and Pearl River Delta (PRD), respectively.

To better investigate and confirm the dominating influencing factor on rice yields at each site,
the absolute values of the coefficients of all variables were calculated and their relative importance
was obtained. In order to better present relative importance, the results were classified into two
categories: phenology and climate (Figure 7). The green color represents the phenological variables,
while the red color represents the climatic variables. It can be clearly acknowledged that the sum of
phenological variables was almost equal to the sum of climatic variables for all sites. However, for the
two regions, the situations were significantly related to different influencing mechanisms. Phenological
variables were the dominating influencing factors that actually played more important roles than
climatic variables in YZ, while climatic variables were the dominating influencing factors that were
more important than phenological variables in PRD.
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4. Discussion

4.1. Spatial Changes of Phenological Variables and Impacts on Early Mature Rice during 1981–2010

Detailed trial data of early mature rice from the past three decades have been analyzed to
investigate the impacts of multiple phenological variables on yields during these past decades under
the changing climate. In this study, the rice at all sites were all transplanted after seeding at most sites;
thus, the phenological variables have played important roles in affecting rice growth and rice yields.
The change of phenological variables at 75 sites were used for the analysis, and it was found that
the average transplanting date had advanced by 3.18 days/decade for early mature rice. This finding
was consistent with previous studies that had also detected the advance of transplanting dates [49].
However, delayed dates in heading and maturity for early mature rice were also detected in this
research; these dates were not consistent with previous studies. The difference may be related to the
inconsistent total number of sites and the inconsistent length of study periods. The advancement of
transplanting dates may primarily reflect manual intervention, and the delayed heading and maturity
dates may be due to the adoption of high-yielding rice varieties of rice cultivars, which rely more on
the cumulative effect of growing degree days (GDDs) compared to the previous commonly adopted
rice cultivars.

The partial correlation coefficients between phenological variables and rice yields showed that
phenological variables had relatively important impacts on the yields of early mature rice. Phenological
variables were the dominating influencing factors for the yields of early mature rice in nearly 63%
of the sites. The results of this study are in line with previous studies, where the phenological
variables are important indicators that control the carbon allocation between plant organs, and the
phenological events are different forms that represent vegetative growth and reproductive growth
periods [56]. Phenological variables divided the whole growth period of rice into several different
stages, and the carbon allocation of total organic matter to organs varied at different phenological
durations. The negative impacts of earlier phenological variables on canopy radiation capture, biomass
production, and grain yield for early mature rice were found, which were consistent with previous
studies [57,58]. We further investigated the impacts of three important phenological events on rice
yields and found that the phenological variables were negatively correlated with yields at most sites.
The transplanting dates had advanced; in other words, the transplanting dates were earlier than in
normal practice. Thus, it was likely that the earlier transplanting dates increased the potential risk of
cold damage during rice reproduction stages, and the rice may have suffered from cooler temperatures
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during the growing periods of early mature rice. This result is consistent with a previous study on
northern Japan, where cold stress on rice was found and negative impacts were also detected [59].
The delayed heading and maturity dates meant that these two phenological dates were mostly later
than in normal practice. On the one hand, both Tmax and Tmin had increased significantly (p < 0.05),
whereas the heading and maturity dates were prolonged rather than advanced. This may be due to
an improvement of management practice and a change to new and advanced rice cultivars that have
longer development periods [60]. The delayed heading and maturity dates may indicate that the rice
may suffer from high-temperature stress during the important growth stages of early mature rice.

Even though partial correlation analysis was applied to exclude the effects of climatic variables
when analyzing phenological impacts on rice yields, there were still uncertainties regarding
management practice, weather variability, insects, and disease that could modify the trend and
correlation analyses. It was quite difficult to isolate the influence of a single factor from the phenological
variables that have influenced rice yields. For example, crop yields may have increased because of
the increased usage of modern cultivars and technology during the study period. If so, the estimated
decreases (increases) in crop productivity may be larger (smaller) than our estimates. Although there
were limitations, we found that the phenological variables were all negatively correlated with the rice
yields of early mature rice and the phenological variables had significantly affected the growth and
yields of early mature rice. Since uncertainties still remain as to the method of statistics, we suggest
that control experiments should be conducted to better investigate the causal mechanisms between
climate, phenology, and rice yields in future related studies.

4.2. Spatial Changes of Climatic Variables and Impacts on Early Mature Rice during 1981–2010

Tmax and Tmin were significantly increased during the rice growth periods at all sites, and the
detected ratio of Tmax was about 1.3 times of the corresponding Tmin during 1981–2010. Our finding
was consistent with previous studies, where the increased rate of minimum temperature was found to
be less than twice the increased rate of the corresponding maximum temperature during 1981–2000 and
general warming trends were found during all growth periods across most sites [61]. Partial correlation
analysis using data from all sites showed that both Tmax and Tmin were positively correlated with rice
yields for all sites. Figure 1 shows the detailed locations of YZ and PRD, where YZ is in the subtropical
region, while PRD is in the tropical region. The meteorological information shown in Figures A1
and A2 implies that there were different basic climatic variables and different trends in those two
regions (YZ and PRD) during the study period. The results displayed in Figure 6 showed the Tmax
was positively correlated with rice yields in YZ, while it was negatively correlated in PRD. This can be
explained by the fact that the most suitable temperature interval for rice growth is from 27 to 32 ◦C,
whereas the average Tmax in YZ was 22.07 ◦C; thus, Tmax was far from the threshold of maximum
temperature for rice growth. Since rice is a thermophilic crop, a suitable temperature in daylight will
benefit rice growth and accumulate dry matter [62]. For Tmin, there is evidence that when Tmin of
pollen mother cells in the meiosis stage (microspore stage and meiosis fine line stage) is lower than
15–17 ◦C, it causes the degeneration of spikelets, inducing an increase in false grains and resulting in the
delay of heading. The average Tmin of YZ (14.17 ◦C) was below the minimum threshold of temperature
that can maintain the growth of early mature rice. The mechanism of temperature influence on rice
yields was totally different in PRD because the basic temperature of PRD was about 5 ◦C higher than
that in YZ; Tmax here was 26.15 ◦C and probably higher than the threshold of maximum temperature
that rice can stand during the whole growth period of one single year. The rice in YZ was mostly
influenced by the cold stress of Tmin, while the rice in PRD was mostly influenced by the heat stress of
Tmax. This is consistent with a previous study, where the negative impacts on rice yields from cold
stress were detected despite the consideration of CO2 fertilization effects [63]. The mechanisms of
Tmax and Tmin in influencing rice growth and rice yields are totally different. Further investigations
of the effects of temperature (Tmax and Tmin) on the physiological processes governing rice growth
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and the impact on rice yields should be adopted; further analysis of adaptive measures should also be
equally developed.

Similar to temperature, the average and trends of SD and precipitation for YZ and PRD were
also different. Sun-loving rice is a C3 plant, and it does not have a critical light length for panicles,
which requires higher light conditions than other crops, but its photosynthesis with an increase in
illumination is not as obvious as that of C4 corn. The results of this study show that the average SD
was 4.52 and 4.48 (hours/day) for YZ and PRD, respectively, and the SDs were in positive relationships
with rice yields in both YZ and PRD. Even though the trend of SD of YZ in Figure A1 shows that the
length of SD was decreasing, there was no doubt that SD was promoting rice growth and yields of
early mature rice. As to the increasing trend of SD in PRD, shown in Figure A2, this means that SD will
constantly be conducive to rice development. There is no doubt that the SD was promoting rice growth
and rice yields in both YZ and PRD. Paddy rice wis the dominant agricultural crop in most sites,
and the average precipitation was 3.93 and 4.62 (mm/day) in YZ and PRD, respectively. Precipitation
was positively correlated with rice yields at sites in YZ because the rice here had suffered from water
stress for a short period. However, PRD is full of water, and it was not likely that the rice had a lack of
water there. More precipitation means less sunshine length at sites in this region. Thus, the impacts of
precipitation on rice yields were also different in YZ and PRD. In this study, the climatic variables were
each analyzed using partial correlation with yields; the climatic variables were highly intercorrelated
with each other. In other words, Tmax and Tmin were correlated, and SD and precipitation were also
correlated. We recommend the performance of integrated research instead of the impacts of single
factors on rice yields when analyzing agricultural applications.

5. Conclusions

In this study, a significantly increasing trend of temperature was detected at most sites, whereas the
not-significant decreasing trends of sunshine and precipitation were detected. Phenological variables,
including transplanting, heading, and maturity dates, had significantly influenced the growth and
yields of early mature rice in China. The phenological variables were actually controlling the carbon
allocation between plant organs, which further influenced rice growth. Since the phenological variables
of agriculture are controlled by both the changing climate and the improvement of management
practices, the adaptation of better transplanting dates, which are mainly controlled by farmers, should
be further explored. Climatic variables are also important as they are fundamental materials for
maintaining the growth of rice. Heat stress was detected in PRD and cold stress was detected in YZ.
SD increased the yields at most sites, and precipitation was positively correlated with rice yields in
YZ but negatively correlated in PRD. The mechanisms were different for YZ and PRD because their
basic climatic variables and trends were different. Although there were limitations and uncertainties
arising from management practices, rice cultivars, and pests, this study provides empirical evidence
that phenological variables (transplanting, heading, and maturity dates) are relatively important
compared with climatic variables as they are responsible for carbon allocation. We also propose that
more advanced statistical techniques, such as machine learning and deep learning, integrated with
mechanism approaches such as crop models and combined with additional techniques such as remote
sensing, should be used for the deeper investigation of impacts from both phenological and climatic
variables as we are supposed to raise agricultural production by adjusting management practices and
rice cultivars under the ongoing warming climate changes in temperature and precipitation.
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Figure A1. Trends of Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep across sites in YZ during the period 1981–2010. Note:
(a–d) represents Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep, respectively.

 

3 

 

  Figure A2  

 Figure A2. Trends of Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep across sites in PRD during the period 1981–2010. Note:
(a–d) represents Tmax, Tmin, SD, and Prep, respectively.
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