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Abstract: The issue of the change in tool temperature as a result of the machining process is presented
in this paper. The aim of the paper is to put forward a proposal and subsequently to verify the
methodology of temperature monitoring in the process of computer numerical control (CNC)
machining in real time. Subsequently, the data can be used in the process of adaptive machine-tool
control. Experiments were used to determine whether the research method is appropriate. Oak, beech
and spruce wood turning blanks with the thickness of 20 mm were machined using a 5-axis CNC
machining centre. A temperature change observation resulting from the changes in parameters of the
removed layer was used to test whether the research method is relevant. Parameters of the removed
layer were affected by the changes in feed rate in the range from 1 ÷ 5 m·min−1 in the removed layer
(1–5 mm) or in wood species used in the experiment. As emerges from the proposed methodology, it is
possible to monitor the changes in tool temperature responding to minimal changes in technological
parameters on a relatively small size of a milled surface quite accurately. Sensitivity to given changes
in technological parameters as well as the importance of the methodology was proven.
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1. Introduction

Wood processing into a final product is a very complex technological process. Milling is one of
the wood-machining methods. The main aim of milling is to create a workpiece with the requested
shape, dimensions and surface quality [1,2]. For productive, effective and economically viable milling
it is important to fully understand the milling [3–7]. The quality of the milled surface is affected by
various factors. They can be defined as the cutting conditions [8–12]. During the process of milling,
the surface quality is affected in particular by the tool used [13]. In the case of wear, an increase in
vibration frequency can occur. Subsequently, a decrease in the quality of the milled surface is observed.
Vibration can be reduced by a lower feed rate; however, it affects the quality of machining as well.
The tool wear is affected by many factors including workpiece material, cutting parameters, geometry
and material of the tool, temperature of the tool and cooling methods. All of these parameters influence
the tool life [14–16].

Temperature at which the tool is used is one of the essential parameters affecting the tool life.
Cutting and milling are processes associated with energy loss. Part of the mechanical energy consumed
during cutting and milling is changed into thermal energy due to friction. The thermal conductivity of
wood is low, unlike metals [17–20]. Therefore, most of the heat generated during milling is transferred
to the tool that results in its increased temperature. The tool life, surface quality (high operating
temperature can cause surface defects or its burning) as well as the process safety (danger of chip
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ignition) can be affected by temperature. Understanding the origin and distribution of tool temperature
is a key step in resolving this issue.

The effect of tool temperature during the process of cutting on the tool life was studied by
many authors. Some of them dealt with the issue experimentally, others analytically or numerically
e.g., [21–26]. They found out that the tool temperature is affected by various parameters “of the
cutting process” including the tool material, tool quality, tool wear, type of milling cutter used,
thickness of the removed layer, feed rate, cutting speed, direction of milling [27–29], wedge angle and
sharpening angle [30]. Tool temperature is affected, besides other things, by the material machined
and its anatomical properties (e.g., wood species, grain direction, wood defects), physical properties
(moisture content—in some cases the temperature increases with the increase in moisture content, in
other cases it decreases, density) and mechanical properties (strength, hardness etc.) [31–33].

When the tool temperature increases, a gradual decrease in strength, hardness and chemical
stability of the tool material” can be observed. Moreover, “the abrasion resistance of the tool” decreases
causing the acceleration of tool wear [34]. Cutting speed is by far the most important factor influencing
cutting tool temperature. It has been shown that cutting tool temperature varies with cutting speed
according to a power law [35]. In Horman et al.’s study, temperature distribution in the blade during the
process of wood cutting was investigated using the boundary element method (BEM) [36]. The research
showed that higher cutting speed, the continuity of cutting process and depth of cut cause higher heat
generation in the tool and more severe tool wear. Based on Zhu et al.’s study, tool flank wear increases
with the increase in the cutting length, higher cutting speed and bigger wedge angle [37]. The wear
pattern was also observed (by scanning electron miroscopy (SEM) and analyzed by energy-dispersive
X-ray spectroscopy (EDS)). The main wear pattern consists of pull-out of the grain, flaking chipping
and cracking. These results were similar to [38,39], where medium density fibreboard was machined
by ceramic tools and showed tool wear such as grain pullout, chipping, chunking and abrasive wear.
The wear of tungsten carbide, when machining medium density fibreboard is mostly caused by
high-temperature corrosion/oxidation [40,41]. According to Guo et al.’s study, along with the cutting
process, the cutting edge is gradually worn away from the sharp edge, which led to an increase in
cutting forces, decrease in cutting quality and increase in cutting temperature [42]. Less tool wear
occurs when using refrigerated air and cryogenic treatment, thereby tool life icreases when wood
materials are cut [43–45].

Following the aforementioned overview, attention here is paid to cutting and the milling process
which have not yet been investigated in terms of tool temperature [46,47]. The fact that temperature
measurement of the milling cutter during the dynamic processes is much more complicated than the
measurement of saw blade temperature can be considered one reason for this. For instance, saw blade
can be measured axially (i.e., saw blade temperature can be measured at various places), whereas, the
milling cutter can be measured only radially. Moreover, in the case of the milling cutter, the temperature
changes not only in material diameter but also in its height due to the fact that the material is removed
only with a part of the tool. Furthermore, the measurement must be dynamic, not static and thus we
do not know exactly where the temperature is measured. That is why, in the case of milling cutters,
the tool temperature is not measured exactly in a specific point, but the temperature representing the
temperature field of a tool in the cutting zone is taken into account. This temperature is associated
with the tool temperature (temperature of the cutting edge of a tool—heat is transferred there) as well
as with the milling process (process dynamics are taken into consideration). Therefore, it is the right
instrument to evaluate the effect of the process on tool temperature.

The aim of the paper is to put forward a proposal and subsequently to verify the methodology
of tool temperature monitoring in the process of milling and, subsequently, to assess its ability to
record the effect of technological parameters on tool temperature. Three basic parameters affecting
the process of milling, especially wood species, thickness of the removed layer, and feed rate, were
selected in order to verify the methodology.
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2. Materials and Methods

The research was carried out using three types of wood species: English oak (Quercus robur),
European beech (Fagus silvatica) and Norway spruce (Picea abies). Wood samples were boards with
dimensions of 500 × 70 × 20 mm; 90 samples of each wood species were used in the research.
Radial cuts were used to create a surface designated for milling. Values of wood density at the
time of the experiment were: ρOAK = 799.5 ± 40.5 kg·m−3, ρbeech = 732.0 ± 38.9 kg·m−3 and
ρspruce = 420.5 ± 21.1 kg· m−3. The moisture content of the air-conditioned samples was 15%.

The experiment was carried out using a 5-axis computer numerical control (CNC) machining
centre SCM Tech Z5 supplied by BOTO Ltd., Nové Zámky, Slovakia with milling cutter—single-bladed
designation KARNED 4451 by the manufacturer Karned Tools Ltd., Prague, Czech Republic.
The milling cutter was equipped with reversible blades HW 49.5/9/1.5 from sintered carbide T10MG.
Working diameter in the place of milling was 16 mm. Tool revolution was 20,000 rpm, and feed
rate was 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 m/min. The thickness of the removed layer ranged from 1, 3, 5 mm. During
the experiment, the material was separated using the per one pass strategy with a determined feed
rate and required cutting direction (climb milling). A Pyrometer Raytec MI3 LTF made it possible
to measure temperatures ranging from 1–1000 ◦C with wavelengths of 8–14 µm used for contactless
temperature measurement.

Methods of Temperature Measurement

Following the experimental measurement, optimum methods for tool temperature monitoring
in the process of wood milling were determined to allow the researchers to acquire accurate data
associated with the changes in temperature depending upon technological parameters of milling.
It emerged that measurement using the pyrometer with the temperature in the range from 15–90 ◦C is
the optimal way to measure tool temperature. Due to 10:1 optics and the high-resolution processor for
accurate measurement, the distance of 90 mm between the pyrometer and the tool surface was found
to have the best result in the target spot diameter of 9 mm on the tool surface (Figure 1). The value
of 30 Hz seemed to be the optimal sampling frequency in order to record the temperature in the
field of view of the pyrometer depending upon the time. This setting allows researchers to record at
least 5 images during moving the tool within the pyrometer field of view also when the feed rate is
high. The number of images can be considered satisfactory for the purpose of correct temperature
evaluation. The value of emissivity of the target surface determined experimentally is 0.9. The point
on the sample where the tool temperature started to be recorded was another important parameter.
In the process of removing the layer, the distance of 470 mm was determined as the distance of
tool–workpiece–surrounding environment thermal equilibrium.
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3. Results and Discussion

The proposed methods were verified using three basic parameters affecting the process of milling:
wood species, thickness of the removed layer and feed rate. The results are shown in detail in the
following tables and graphs. Temperature data are in the form of UxRy, where x is a numerical value
of thickness of the removed layer (1, 3 resp. 5 mm) and y is a value of feed rate (1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 m/min).
Each of the three wood species (English oak, European beech, Norway spruce) was measured
individually. The results are in Tables 1–6.

3.1. English Oak Machining

See Tables 1 and 2:

Table 1. Average values of tool temperature, variances, and surface temperature prior to machining of
English oak.

Thickness of Removed Layer of 1 mm

U1R1 U1R2 U1R3 U1R4 U1R5
ttool 45.66 38.20 36.24 33.85 32.96

stdev 2.99 2.60 2.28 1.77 1.48
tambient 17.34 17.42 16.62 17.31 17.60

Thickness of Removed Layer of 3 mm

U3R1 U3R2 U3R3 U3R4 U3R5
ttool 58.75 52.32 44.23 45.00 42.58

stdev 5.96 3.75 3.22 4.60 3.36
tambient 18.15 18.01 17.13 17.98 17.43

Thickness of Removed Layer of 5 mm

U5R1 U5R2 U5R3 U5R4 U5R5
ttool 73.12 63.82 55.50 50.37 51.83

stdev 5.70 4.14 2.69 2.60 3.87
tambient 17.73 18.21 18.19 18.11 18.10

Table 2. Values of increased tool temperature against the temperature of the environment depending
upon the thickness of the removed layer and feed rate.

Thickness of Removed Layer (mm) Feed Rate (m/min)

1 2 3 4 5
1 28.3 20. 8 19.6 16.5 15.4
3 40.6 34.3 27.1 27.0 25.2
5 55.4 45.6 37.3 32.3 33.7

3.2. European Beech Machining

See Tables 3 and 4:
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Table 3. Average values of tool temperature, variances, and surface temperature prior to machining of
European beech.

Thickness of Removed Layer of 1 mm

U1R1 U1R2 U1R3 U1R4 U1R5
ttool 51.28 42.73 38.00 36.10 32.30

stdev 2.35 2.30 2.86 2.07 1.09
tambient 18.63 18.72 18.49 18.42 18.37

Thickness of Removed Layer of 3 mm

U3R1 U3R2 U3R3 U3R4 U3R5
ttool 63.92 50.48 45.30 43.53 41.88

stdev 4.92 3.09 3.60 2.30 3.85
tambient 18.94 18.49 16.78 16.12 16.42

Thickness of Removed Layer of 5 mm

U5R1 U5R2 U5R3 U5R4 U5R5
ttool 65.38 54.66 49.78 47.28 48.90

stdev 4.31 2.58 3.02 3.02 3.55
tambient 16.60 16.95 16.99 16.44 17.09

Table 4. Values of increased tool temperature against the temperature of the environment depending
upon the thickness of the removed layer and feed rate.

Thickness of Removed Layer (mm) Feed Rate (m/min)

1 2 3 4 5
1 32.7 24.0 19.5 17.7 13.9
3 45.0 32.0 28.5 27.3 25.5
5 48.8 37.7 32.8 30.8 31.8

3.3. Norway Spruce Machining

See Tables 5 and 6:

Table 5. Average values of tool temperature, variances, and surface temperature prior to machining of
Norway spruce.

Thickness of Removed Layer of 1 mm

U1R1 U1R2 U1R3 U1R4 U1R5
ttool 51.82 44.77 43.17 38.33 40.00

stdev 4.99 2.94 3.02 2.42 3.23
tambient 18.34 18.03 17.89 17.80 17.97

Thickness of Removed Layer of 3 mm

U3R1 U3R2 U3R3 U3R4 U3R5
ttool 58.73 49.03 47.30 44.37 43.02

stdev 2.09 3.80 2.24 1.61 1.98
tambient 18.95 18.61 18.46 18.50 18.44

Thickness of Removed Layer of 5 mm

U5R1 U5R2 U5R3 U5R4 U5R5
ttool 61.08 51.92 48.58 47.37 45.68

stdev 3.84 1.79 3.06 2.27 2.47
tambient 19.10 18.90 18.85 18.82 18.77
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Table 6. Values of increased tool temperature against the temperature of the environment depending
upon the thickness of the removed layer and feed rate.

Thickness of Removed Layer (mm) Feed Rate (m/min)

1 2 3 4 5
1 33.5 26.7 25.3 20.5 22.0
3 39.8 30.4 28.8 25.9 24.6
5 42.0 33.0 29.7 28.5 26.9

Absolute values of the tool temperature recorded in the process of machining of solid wood are
shown in Figure 2. Following the graphs, it can be seen that there is an increase in the temperature
when the thickness of the removed layer increases. Observing all three types of wood species, the same
trend relating to the size of removed chips is noted. Nominal chip thickness increases when the
thickness of removed layer increases. Friction which is a source of heat and results in higher tool
temperature increases as well.
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Figure 2. Average values of tool temperature in the process of wood machining when the values of
thickness of the removed layer and feed rate vary.

The other fact observed in the experiment is that the tool temperature decreases with the increase
in the feed rate. The findings can be seen in all measurements regardless the wood species or the
thickness of removed layer. This trend is caused by the thermo-physical properties of wood. The value
of wood thermal diffusivity is low (α = 0.10–0.50 × 106 m2·s−1 depending upon the anatomical
direction and wood species). Therefore, the heat expansion resulting from friction between the tool
and the surface is very slow. When the feed rate and the chip thickness is low, a thin wood layer with
higher temperature due to previous cuts is cut with the tool. Higher tool as well as wood temperature
is caused by further friction. When there is an increase in the feed rate, the chip thickness increases,
too (Figure 3). Thus the thickness of layers cut with a tool increases, but the effect of the heat caused
by previous cuts is not so significant. The fact that the tool temperature is affected, to a large extent,
by direct friction can be considered the result. Therefore, the final tool temperature is lower.

An increase in the tool temperature with wood species (wood density) can be observed at higher
thickness of the removed layer. The increase in tool temperature is highest when the wood density



Sustainability 2019, 11, 95 7 of 11

is highest (English oak) and, vice versa, smallest when the wood density is lowest (Norway spruce).
This shows that there is a relation between the tool temperature and density of material in the process
of machining. However, in the case of low values of thickness of the removed layer the increase in
temperature was lower due to lower friction. The effect of tool temperature increase with density was
suppressed with the effect of nominal chip thickness increase with density [48], which caused decrease
in the tool temperature with wood species (wood density).
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Figure 3. Nominal chip thicknesses depending upon thickness of the removed layer and feed rate.

Acquired data were evaluated using statistical analysis of variance (Table 7). Following the
analysis the fact that thickness of removed layer and feed rate are statistically significant can be stated.
The parameter of wood species is only partially statistically significant. On the basis of statistical
evaluation, observed parameters can be ordered according to their significance as follows: thickness of
the removed layer, feed rate and wood species.

Table 7. Results of the statistical analysis of variance—values of tool temperature depending upon the
evaluated parameters (wood species, thickness of the removed layer, feed rate).

SS Degr. of Free. MS F p

Intercept 612,993.4 1 612,993.4 61,377.91 0.000000
Wood 31.9 2 16.0 1.60 0.204708

Removal e (mm) 8709.4 2 4354.7 436.03 0.000000
Feed speed vf (m·min−1) 10,274.4 4 2568.6 257.19 0.000000
Wood × Removal e (mm) 1824.2 4 456.0 45.66 0.000000

Wood × Feed speed vf (m·min−1) 128.2 8 16.0 1.60 0.124633
Removal e (mm) × Feed speed

vf (m·min−1) 244.4 8 30.6 3.06 0.002736

Wood × Removal e (mm) × Feed
speed vf (m·min−1) 539.9 16 33.7 3.38 0.000024

Error 2247.1 225 10.0

As was identified in the theoretical overview of the issue, friction in the process of removing chips
is considered the source of heat. Acquired data showed (Figure 2) that an increase in feed rate results in
a decrease in the tool temperature. On the other hand, an increase in nominal chip thickness is caused
by an increase in feed rate (Figure 3). The results correspond with the following statement: when the
nominal chip thickness increases, the pressure on the cutting wedge increases as well. It results in
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a decrease in friction, and thereby the tool temperature decreases. The findings that an increase in
the thickness of the removed layer can cause an increase in tool temperature were proven as well.
According to the theory of cutting, where it is mentioned that “an increase in the coefficient of friction
is caused by an increase in the thickness of removed layer“ and “friction is a source of heat”, the effect
of thickness of the removed layer corresponds with the theoretical knowledge.

Following the theoretical overview, an increase in the tool temperature with wood species (wood
density) can be observed at higher thicknesses of the removed layer. It was statistically confirmed
when the value of thickness of the removed layer was the highest and in case of feed rate, that the
values were the three lowest ones (Tables 8–10). In the case of low values of thickness of the removed
layer, the effect of nominal chip thickness increasing with density was dominant causing a statistically
confirmed decrease in the tool temperature with wood species (wood density). In the case of the
middle value of thickness of the removed layer, there was not a statistically confirmed difference in the
change of the tool temperature with wood density.

Table 8. Results of the statistical analysis of variance—values of tool temperature depending upon the
evaluated parameters (wood species, vf = 1 m·min−1, e = 5 mm).

vf = 1 m·min−1 e = 5 mm SS Degr. of Free. MS F p

Intercept 79,667,01 1 79,667.01 4039.841 0.000000
Wood 446.19 2 223.10 11.313 0.001010

Error 295.81 15 19.75

Table 9. Results of the statistical analysis of variance—values of tool temperature depending upon the
evaluated parameters (wood species, vf = 2 m·min−1, e = 5 mm).

vf = 2 m·min−1 e = 5 mm SS Degr. of Free. MS F p

Intercept 56,717.12 1 56,717.12 6633.581 0.000000
Wood 848.59 2 424.30 49.625 0.000000

Error 128.25 15 8.55

Table 10. Results of the statistical analysis of variance—values of tool temperature depending upon
the evaluated parameters (wood species, vf = 3 m·min−1, e = 5 mm).

vf = 3 m·min−1 e = 5 mm SS Degr. of Free. MS F p

Intercept 47,349.90 1 47,349.90 5532.536 0.000000
Wood 163.92 2 81.96 9.577 0.002089

Error 128.38 15 8.56

4. Conclusions

As has been shown, the proposed methods are suitable for observing the effect of the parameters
of the milling process on the tool temperature because of using the relevant parameters affecting the
temperature of the cutting tool. Moreover, they allow the researchers to record the temperature in the
tool–material interaction in real time.

Based on the measured results, the following conclusions can be drawn:

• Due to the process of machining, there is an increase in the tool temperature in the range from
13.9 ÷ 55.4 ◦C within the distance of the first 470 mm of the cut.

• A statistically significant relation between the tool temperature and feed rate and the thickness of
the layer was proven. An increase in feed rate results in a decrease in tool temperature. An increase
in thickness of the removed layer results in an increase in tool temperature.

• A statistically significant effect of wood species was observed. When the value of the thickness of
the removed layer was the highest and the values of feed rate were the three smallest, an increase
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in the tool temperature with wood density was observed. In the case of low values of thickness of
the removed layer, a decrease in the tool temperature with wood density was observed.

The given method can be applied in the process of so-called “adaptive machine-tool control
of technological parameters of CNC machining centres” allowing the researchers to monitor the
machining process in real time and to manage it actively. The research can be considered the first step
in its creation. Creating the system must be supported by the experimental observation where other
parameters, not only those mentioned, would be included. In particular, the parameters associated
with the tool temperature, e.g., tool wear, surface defects or its burning have to be analysed. Following
the acquired data, response algorithms (for setting the optimum cutting conditions or determining
the right time for tool change) could be created, whereby the potential for the use of tool temperature
measurement in the process of adaptive machine-tool control arises.
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