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Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels.
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of
C2–C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first,
with a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (ϕ = 1.0) at various pressures
of 1.2, 4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type
correlations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were
proposed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted
relying on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, ethylene
exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Analyses of
sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, which
accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the
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radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
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1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 
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which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the presence
of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation and allylic
radicals are mostly consumed by the H
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2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reactivity
compared to propene.
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1. Introduction

An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-
responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many studies
have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms for
conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as renewable
fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of these fuels
being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species produced in
combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detrimental effects
on the atmospheric environment.
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Alkenes not only dominate the formation of soot and polycyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bons (PAHs) [11], but also are critical intermediate species in the pyrolysis and oxidation
of normal alkanes as well as bio-fuels [12]. Most importantly, the combustion mechanisms
of alkenes constitute a critical element for hydrocarbon fuels. It is therefore imperative to
fully understand the combustion fundamentals of alkenes; ignition delay times (IDTs), for
instance, are a required and extensively used parameter for validation and refinement of
kinetic mechanisms.

1-alkenes have been extensively studied due to the simpler structure and an important
precursor for soot formation. 1-alkenes are readily formed via the β-scission reaction
of alkyl radicals in the combustion or pyrolysis of larger hydrocarbons. Many works
have been done with auto-ignition characteristics and chemical kinetic model of ethy-
lene [4,13–33], propene [34–41] and 1-butene [36,42,43]. In spite of the IDTs of C2–C4
alkenes have been reported diversely, it remains difficult to compare straightforward the
literature data due to different conditions, diverse facilities and various definitions of
IDTs. It is not necessarily surprising that there is a lack of comprehensive comparison of
structure-reactivity for 1-alkenes in this way. Kukui et al. [44] investigated the ignition and
combustion characteristics of weak flames for ethylene, propylene, 1-butene and 1-pentene
in a micro flow reactor. The reactivity of the four alkenes was proposed to be in order of
ethylene, 1-pentene, 1-butene and propene, from high to low. The highest reactivity of
ethylene comes from a higher rate of production of
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Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the 
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 
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2, in the initial oxidation stage. Li et al. [45] compared the IDTs of butene
isomers measured by both shock tube (ST) and rapid compression machine (RCM). Results
reveal that 1-butene is the fastest, followed by 2-butene, with isobutene being the slowest.
Shao et al. [27] measured IDTs of methane, ethylene, propene and their blends in 4% O2,
balance Ar mixtures, over the temperature range of 950–1800 K, at pressures of 14–60 atm
and equivalence ratios of one and two. Their work mainly focuses on extending the con-
ditions of previous studies to higher pressures, and provides a uniform set of kinetics
for the evaluation of core mechanisms. Jach et al. [46] collected extensive IDTs of C2–C6
alkenes and acetylene. They assessed the performance of 15 detailed kinetic mechanisms
and provided guidance for the mechanism selection.

Recently, Nagaraja et al. [47] investigated hierarchically the pyrolysis of C2–C6 1-
alkenes at 2 bar in the temperature range of 900–1800 K using a single-pulse shock tube and
made a contribution to the database for mechanism validation and reactivity comparison.
Dong et al. [29] performed a comparative comparison study on the reactivity of 1-alkenes
from ethylene to 1-heptene at an equivalence ratio of 1.0, at a pressure of 30 atm in the
temperature range of 600–1300 K. Their results illustrate that 1-alkenes with longer carbon
chains have higher fuel reactivity at low temperatures. At high temperatures, however, all
of the fuels show quite similar fuel reactivity, except propene with remarkably longer IDTs.

As stated above, the studies of IDTs for 1-alkenes are diversiform. There are however
few relevant inspects both systematic and with the same external conditions. This work
presents a comprehensive review on auto-ignition behaviors and combustion chemistry of
three small 1-alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene). As a prerequisite and background
for the necessity of detailed combustion chemistry research, this work begins by providing
the chemical kinetics of 1-alkenes, thus important reaction channels in the pyrolysis and
oxidation of 1-alkenes are highlighted. Subsequently, the IDTs of the three 1-alkenes are
used to assess the performance of literature kinetic mechanisms. Chemical-based Arrhenius
correlations are proposed for engineering applications. Finally, a hierarchical reactivity
comparison of the three 1-alkenes is implemented experimentally and theoretically. This
work closes by summarizing distinguishing characteristics of alkenes combustion chemistry
and prospecting future research in this area.
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2. Experimental Details

All measurements were carried out using a stainless steel shock tube which has already
been described in our previous work [48]. Briefly, the shock tube has an internal diameter of
11.5 cm, divided into a 4 m long driver section and a 4.8 m long driven section. High purity
helium (99.999%) was used as the driver gas. PET (polyethylene terephthalate) diaphragms
with different thicknesses varying from 0.025 to 0.4 mm were assembled to obtain desired
reflected shock pressure. Before each experiment, the shock tube was evacuated to 1.0 Pa
with a leaking rate of 1.0 Pa/min by a mechanical-roots combined pump system. Fuel
mixtures were prepared in a 128 L stainless steel vessel and allowed to rest for more than
12 h to ensure sufficient diffusion and mixing. The partial pressure of each composition
was measured with a high-accuracy pressure transmitter (ROSEMOUNT 3051). Table 1
provides a list of the fuel compositions tested in this study. The fuel purities were 99.99%,
and the purities of oxygen and argon were 99.999%.

Table 1. Composition of the fuel mixtures tested in this study.

Mixture Fuel Xfuel (%) XO2 (%) XAR (%)

1 ethylene 2.0 6 92.0
2 propene 1.33 6 92.67
2 1-butene 1.0 6 93.0

Three time counters (FLUKE PM6690) were triggered by four pressure transducers
(PCB 113B26) installed in the last 1.3 m of the shock tube with an equal-distance of 300 mm.
Recorded time intervals were used to calculate incident shock velocity, which was extrap-
olated to the end wall to determine reflected shock temperature (T5) using a chemical
equilibrium program Gaseq [49]. Reflected-shock pressure (p5) was monitored using a
pressure transducer (PCB, 113B03) with pressure compensation. Both OH* light emission
detected by a photomultiplier (HAMAMATSU, CR131) with a narrow filter centered at
307 ± 10 nm and inherently large pressure rise was used to verify ignition event. The IDT
was defined as the time interval between the vertical rise in pressure and the extrapola-
tion of the steepest rise of excited OH* emission to the zero line, as depicted in Figure 1.
The typical uncertainty in the reflected shock temperature is ±20 K using the standard
root-sum-square (RSS) method [50–52].

Energies 2021, 14, x FOR PEER REVIEW 3 of 36 
 

2. Experimental Details 
All measurements were carried out using a stainless steel shock tube which has al-

ready been described in our previous work [48]. Briefly, the shock tube has an internal 
diameter of 11.5 cm, divided into a 4 m long driver section and a 4.8 m long driven section. 
High purity helium (99.999%) was used as the driver gas. PET (polyethylene tereph-
thalate) diaphragms with different thicknesses varying from 0.025 to 0.4 mm were assem-
bled to obtain desired reflected shock pressure. Before each experiment, the shock tube 
was evacuated to 1.0 Pa with a leaking rate of 1.0 Pa/min by a mechanical-roots combined 
pump system. Fuel mixtures were prepared in a 128 L stainless steel vessel and allowed 
to rest for more than 12 h to ensure sufficient diffusion and mixing. The partial pressure 
of each composition was measured with a high-accuracy pressure transmitter (ROSE-
MOUNT 3051). Table 1 provides a list of the fuel compositions tested in this study. The 
fuel purities were 99.99%, and the purities of oxygen and argon were 99.999%. 

Table 1. Composition of the fuel mixtures tested in this study. 

Mixture Fuel Xfuel (%) XO2 (%) XAR (%) 
1 ethylene 2.0 6 92.0 
2 propene 1.33 6 92.67 
2 1-butene 1.0 6 93.0 

Three time counters (FLUKE PM6690) were triggered by four pressure transducers 
(PCB 113B26) installed in the last 1.3 m of the shock tube with an equal-distance of 300 
mm. Recorded time intervals were used to calculate incident shock velocity, which was 
extrapolated to the end wall to determine reflected shock temperature (T5) using a chem-
ical equilibrium program Gaseq [49]. Reflected-shock pressure (p5) was monitored using 
a pressure transducer (PCB, 113B03) with pressure compensation. Both OH* light emission 
detected by a photomultiplier (HAMAMATSU, CR131) with a narrow filter centered at 
307 ± 10 nm and inherently large pressure rise was used to verify ignition event. The IDT 
was defined as the time interval between the vertical rise in pressure and the extrapolation 
of the steepest rise of excited OH* emission to the zero line, as depicted in Figure 1. The 
typical uncertainty in the reflected shock temperature is ±20 K using the standard root-
sum-square (RSS) method [50–52]. 

0 500 1000 1500 2000

0

10

20

30

40

 End wall pressure profiles

Pr
es

su
re

 [a
tm

]

Times [μs]

p = 16.0 atm,T = 1070 K 

0

2

4

6

8

Refelected shock wave

 End wall OH* emission profiles

O
H

* E
m

is
si

on
 S

ig
na

l

2% C2H4/6% O2/92% Ar Mixture

Ignition delay time
  = 1548.7 μs

dp/(pdt) = 4%/ms

 
Figure 1. Typical end wall pressure and OH* time-history used to determine the ignition delay time. 

Simulations of the IDTs were carried out using the 0-D homogeneous closed reactor 
of Chemkin-Pro software [53]. Similar to our previous study [48,54], a typical pressure rise 

Figure 1. Typical end wall pressure and OH* time-history used to determine the ignition delay time.

Simulations of the IDTs were carried out using the 0-D homogeneous closed reactor of
Chemkin-Pro software [53]. Similar to our previous study [48,54], a typical pressure rise rate
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of 4%/ms was observed and have been included in the calculations with SENKIN/VTIM
approach [55] for considering the non-ideal effect. The calculated IDT was defined as the
time interval from the beginning of the simulation to the maximum rate of temperature rise
(i.e., max dT/dt), which has been demonstrated to be consistent with this measurement.

3. Hierarchical Kinetics of 1–Alkenes
3.1. Comparison of Chemical Bond Energy

The access to distinguish fuel reactivity is to explore structural features of fuel
molecules which affect molecular level transformations during combustion. Alkenes
are unsaturated hydrocarbons with at least one C=C double bond resulting in promi-
nent differences in thermodynamics and reaction kinetics properties relative to saturated
alkanes.

Molecular structures and bond dissociation energies (BDEs) of ethylene, propene
and 1-butene at room temperature are depicted in Figure 2. Starting from the alkene-
specific moiety, allylic C–C and C–H bonds show relatively weaker BDE with the range
of 75.22–87.57 kcal/mol (highlighted in red), thus reactions are predictable to be the most
favorable to proceed via the allylic bond fission. In contrast, vinylic C–H bonds have
relatively stronger BDEs with the range of 106.96–111.74 kcal/mol. The cause for the
different BDEs of allylic and vinylic sites comes mainly from electron delocalization, where
allylic carbons share a pair of π electrons, results in initial H-atom abstractions more readily
in order of allylic C–H, methyl C–H and vinylic C–H sides.
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Figure 2. Molecular structure and BDEs of ethylene (a), propene (b) and 1-butene (c) at 298.15 K. The
BDEs of ethylene, propene and C–C bonds in 1-butene were adopted from the ATcT database [56]
while the C–H bonds in 1-butene were taken from Li et al. [43].

3.2. Reaction Scheme for Pyrolysis and Oxidation of 1-Alkenes

The reaction subsets for pyrolysis and oxidation of alkenes have been developed
previously [4,32,36,38,39,43]. According to the hierarchical rate rule of reaction classes, we
summarized the general reaction scheme of 1-alkenes, Figure 3.

3.2.1. Unimolecular Reactions

Dominant unimolecular reactions include simple C–C and C–H bond fission reactions,
which are crucial to accurately describe high-temperature pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-
alkenes. For ethylene, vinylic C–H bond fission reaction is the preferred channel. For
propene, the allylic C–H bond fission reaction channel is more competitive. When the
carbon number is greater than three, the allylic C–C bong fission becomes more favorable
due to the lowest BDE.
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1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 
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2 radical is also
important at high pressure and intermediate temperature owing to the formation of H2O2
which is a chain branching carrier and enriches free radical pools. Besides, H-abs by O2
reaction promotes reactivity due to its chain branching characteristics.

There are four different types of H-abs reactions in 1-alkenes, and they obey an order
of priority of allylic C–H site > secondary C–H site > primary C–H site > vinylic C–H site.
All 1-alkenes can undergo H-abs reactions on vinylic C–H site with vinyl radicals (RV)
formation, while H-abs reactions on allylic C–H site with allyl radicals (RA) formation,
as well as primary and secondary C–H sites with alkenyl radicals (R) formation can only
occur on 1-alkenes with carbon numbers larger than 2, 3 and 4, respectively. Among them,
H-abs reactions on allylic C–H sites by
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H radicals is the most inhibiting reaction because
resonantly stabilized allylic radicals generate more reactive
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H radical scavengers. The
allylic radicals formed readily either re-combine to form stable dienes or react with methyl
radical to yield larger alkenes.

3.2.3. Fuel Radical Reactions

Fuel radicals (RV, RA and R) can continue to decompose into smaller radicals following
the β-secession and H-abs reaction to form dienes and alkynes. RV and R radicals also can
be consumed by reacting with oxygen molecules. The consumption of RA is important,
and the reaction of allyl radicals with molecular oxygen promotes reactivity because the
low reactive stabilized allylic radical converts to a more reactive hydroperoxyl radical. The
reactions of allyl radicals with H
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2 forming allylic hydroperoxide radicals and allyloxy
radicals are also an important class across a range of conditions, especially at low to
intermediate temperatures due to
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H radicals being generated directly or subsequently
decomposed by hydroperoxides.

3.2.4. Radical Addition Reactions

Precisely because of the proper C=C double bond in alkenes, more diverse reactions
such as radical addition reactions can occur relative to alkanes. In addition to hydroxyl rad-
icals forming, an alcohol radical promotes reactivity at low-temperatures. The underlying
kinetic mechanism is that chain branching can subsequently occur through alcohol low-
temperature pathways via alcohol radicals adduct to O2; these form hydroxyalkyl-peroxyl
radicals, internal H-atom isomerization with the formation of hydroxyalkyl hydroperoxide
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radicals, the second addition to O2, with the decomposition of the newly formed keto-
hydroperoxide species eventually promoting reactivity through generation of hydroxyl
radicals. These reaction channels occur more easily in alkenes with at least four carbons,
because these alkenes are more likely to abstract the
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atom from the C–H site to form
hydroxyalkyl hydroperoxide via the internal H-atom isomerization process described
above. Moreover, the hydroxyalkyl-peroxyl radicals can also undergo Waddington-type
reaction pathways via a six-membered ring transition state (TS) to abstract a
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hydroxyl moiety, followed by decomposition to produce an
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H radical and two aldehydes.
This chain propagating process directly competes with the alkyl-type low-temperature
chain branching channels, thus inhibiting the reactivity.

In addition, the reaction flux overlaps with alkane chemistry when alkyl radical
formed via H atom addition and alkyl-peroxyl radical or hydroperoxyl-alkyl radical gen-
erated via H
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2 addition. H-atom addition inhibits reactivity at high and intermediate
temperatures, due to the competition with chain branching reaction
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H. It is
however a promoting reaction at low temperature as going to alkyl-like chemistry via first
and second O2 additions.

4. Ignition Delay Times of C2–C4 1-Alkenes

The summary of the experimental conditions given in Table 2 provides an overview of
the auto-ignition studies of ethylene, propene and 1-butene. The list includes data acquired
for pure, gaseous combustion of the respective alkene under well-defined conditions.
Accompanying the graph is plots representing the approximate range of equivalence ratios
(x-axis), pressures (y-axis), and temperatures (color maps) where the IDTs of alkenes have
been measured, while the grey area represents no data under such conditions in Figure 4.

The early articles reporting alkene auto-ignition can date back to the 1970s. Among
those works, ethylene is the most favorably studied due to its practical application potential-
ity and as the base work of developing alkene kinetic models. Auto-ignition characteristics
of ethylene are included, with various thermal boundary conditions covering temperature
(720–2240 K), pressure (1–60 atm), equivalent ratio (0.3–3.0) and diluted gas. However,
experimental data for ethylene/air mixtures remains lacking, especially at high pressures
exceeding 25 atm, (Figure 4(a2)). There are fewer studies on propene and 1-butene, but both
of them cover high to low temperatures and engine relevant conditions, (Figure 4(b2,c2)).
Regarding propene, the IDTs are still rare at pressures from 10–30 atm for furl-rich mixtures,
(Figure 4(b2)). For 1-butene, the high-pressure experimental data of diluted gas are scare
especially at pressures up to 16 atm, and they are important to verify chemical kinetic
models. Besides, for all three alkenes, there are no IDTs data below atmospheric pressures.

The collected experimental data of C2–C4 1-alkenes do not show negative temperature
coefficient (NTC) behavior, as shown in Supplementary Materials. The above chemical
kinetic analysis indicates that possible reasons for 1-alkenes NTC behavior are generally
originated from reaction pathways flowing into the alcohol low-temperature mechanism.
Specifically, at lower temperatures, the fuel-OH reaction branch shifts to addition reactions
with hydroxyalkyl radicals producing. Subsequently, the chain branching occurs via
hydroxyalkyl radicals addition to O2, internal H-atom isomerization, the second addition
to O2, with the decomposition of the newly formed ketohydroperoxide species eventually
promoting reactivity through
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Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the 
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 
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for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
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2 radical leading to chain
branching occurs more arduously than 1,4 H-shift reaction, as a result of the weaker C-H
bonds by presence of hydroxyl group. Thus, 1-butene shows no NTC behavior as less fuel
flux proceeds from the low-temperature mechanism. Propene and ethylene do not show
NTC behavior either, because hydroxyalkyl-peroxyl radicals have no chance to undergo
chain branching reaction pathways due to less carbon chain length.
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Figure 4. Three-dimensional plots representing the approximate range of temperatures, pressure and equivalence ratios 
at which alkene IDTs have been studied. (a1)/(a2) ethylene, (b1)/(b2) propene, (c1)/(c2) 1-butene. 

The collected experimental data of C2–C4 1-alkenes do not show negative tempera-
ture coefficient (NTC) behavior, as shown in Supplementary Materials. The above chem-
ical kinetic analysis indicates that possible reasons for 1-alkenes NTC behavior are gener-
ally originated from reaction pathways flowing into the alcohol low-temperature mecha-
nism. Specifically, at lower temperatures, the fuel-OH reaction branch shifts to addition 
reactions with hydroxyalkyl radicals producing. Subsequently, the chain branching oc-
curs via hydroxyalkyl radicals addition to O2, internal H-atom isomerization, the second 
addition to O2, with the decomposition of the newly formed ketohydroperoxide species 

Figure 4. Three-dimensional plots representing the approximate range of temperatures, pressure and equivalence ratios at
which alkene IDTs have been studied. (a1)/(a2) ethylene, (b1)/(b2) propene, (c1)/(c2) 1-butene.
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Table 2. Ignition delay time studies of C2–C4 1-alkenes.

Experimental Device Experimental Conditions
Ref.

Type Diameter (cm) Diagnostic Mixture Dilution ϕ T (K) p (atm) IDT (us) Range

ST 4.3 CH* oneset at sidewall C2H4/O2/Ar
96% 1.0 1422–2042 1.77–3.12 <108

Hidaka et al. [13]97% 1.5 1469–2081 1.86–3.12 <152
98% 3.0 1596–2077 2.42–5.00 <62

ST 7.6 × 3.8
cross section CH* oneset at endwall C2H4/O2/Ar 75%/96% 1.0 1102–2236 1.26–4.09 <765.44 Brown and Thomas [14]C2H4/O2/N2 75% 1.0 1073–1566 2.22–4.74 <755.82

ST 15.24 d[CH*]/dt max at
endwall C2H4/O2/Ar 84%/92%/96% 1.0 1253–1572 1,2 and 4 <248 Horning et al. [15]

ST 3.8 OH* oneset at sidewall C2H4/O2/Ar
95.10% 0.5 1125–1308 4.83–7.89 <948

Collect and Spadaccini [16]96.50% 0.75 1182–1350 5.76–7.53 <524
97.20% 1.0 1380–1414 6.58–7.64 <136

ST 16.2 d[OH*]/dt max at
endwall

C2H4/O2/Ar 96%/98% 1.0 1223–1746 0.9–3.3 <1780 Kalitan et al. [17]96%/98% 0.5 1115–1754 1–1.38 <3397

ST 5.08 CH*/OH* oneset,
Visibel light at endwall C2H4/O2/Ar 93%/96%/98% 1.0 1034–1828 2,10 and 18 <4200 Saxena et al. [21]93% 3.0 1000–1592 2,10 and 18 <4404

ST 15.24 d[CH*]/dt max at
endwall

C2H4/O2/Ar
95.33% 0.5 1113–1244 15 <1708

Davidson et al. [22]94.67% 1.0 1130–1267 15,35 <1119
93.33% 2.0 1099–1216 15 <1325

ST 15.24 d[OH*]/dt max at
sidewall C2H4/O2/Ar 98% 0.5, 1.0

and 2.0 1181–1808 0.9 and 1.7 <1512 Mathieu et al. [25]

ST 7.5 d[CH*]/dt max at
sidewall C2H4/O2Ar 75% and 96% 1.0 1092–1743 1.3–3.0 <3257 Xiong et al. [26]

ST 5(diver insert)
dp/dt max and

d[OH*]/dt max at
sidewall

C2H4/O2/Ar
94.73% 1.0 1090–1317 16 and 60 <1120

Shao et al. [27]
93.39% 2.0 1122–1268 16 <1070

ST 7.5 d[CH*]/dt max at
sidewall

C2H4/O2/Ar
94.92%

1.0 1132–1745 2 <1679 Xiong et al. [31]
C2H4/O2/Ar/N2

94.92%
(75.94%AR+
18.98%N2)

1.0 1074–1710 2 <2467

ST 6.35
dp/dt max at end wall
and d[OH*]/dt max at

sidewall
C2H4/O2/Ar

90% 0.5 1017–1503 40 <2258
Baigmohammadi et al. [28]75% 1.0 987–1113 20 <1782

85% 1.0 998–1349 40 <1620
75% 2.0 945–1349 40 <1686
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Table 2. Cont.

Experimental Device Experimental Conditions
Ref.

Type Diameter (cm) Diagnostic Mixture Dilution ϕ T (K) p (atm) IDT (us) Range

ST 3.8 p increased by 10% at
sidewall C2H4/O2/Ar Ar=N2 in air 0.33,1.0

and 3.0 1090–1520 6.5 <318 Tereza et al. [20]

ST 7.6 CH/OH/C2/p oneset
at end wall C2H4/Air / 0.5,1.0

and 2.0 1060–1520 5.9–16.5 <1112 Penyazkov et al. [19]

ST 16.2/15.24 dp/dt max at sidewall C2H4/Air / 0.3,0.5,1.0
and 2.0 1003–1401 1.0–24.9 <2228 Kopp et al. [23]

ST 10 d[CH*]/dt max at
sidewall C2H4/Air / 0.5,1.0

and 2.0 721–1320 1, 4, 10 and 19 <8664 Yang et al. [32]

ST 6.3 dp/dt max at endwall C2H4/Air / 1.0 1055–1250 30 <500 Dong et al. [29]

RCM / dp/dt max C2H4/O2/Ar/N2
89.429%(15.856%
N2, 73.573% Ar) 1.0 850–1050 15, 30 and 50 572–273,000 Kumar et al. [18]

RCM / dp/dt max C2H4/O2/Ar/N2

85%(48%
N2,37%Ar) 0.5 915–1008 20 4748–142,200

Baigmohammadi et al. [28]85%(75%N2,15%Ar) 0.5 882–958 40 9700–92,250
75%(30%N2,45%Ar) 1.0 886–947 20 8443–87,890
85%(55%N2,30%Ar) 1.0 838–935 40 10,700–191,000
90%(45%N2,45%Ar) 2.0 881–980 20 10,230–418,900

RCM / dp/dt max C2H4/O2/“Air” “Air”(16.93%O2,40%
Ar,33.83N2) 1.0 800–920 30 7196–310,000 Dong et al. [29]

ST 5.4 p onset at endwall C3H6/O2/Ar
84% and 92% 0.5 1272–1772 ≈4 <932 Burcat and

Radhakrishnan [34]91.2% and 96.7% 1 1366–1725 2.19–6.473 <922
94.8% and 89.6% 2 1443–1936 4.19–7.018 <737

ST 7.62 dp/dt max at endwall C3H6/O2/Ar

84% and 92% 0.5 1270–1705 3.89 <1535

Qin et al. [35]
82.10% 0.8 1285–1505 3.71 <1260
91.20% 1 1530–1820 1.14 <265

89% 1.8 1320–1565 3.92 <1285
94.80% 2 1415–1770 4.05 <1305
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Table 2. Cont.

Experimental Device Experimental Conditions
Ref.

Type Diameter (cm) Diagnostic Mixture Dilution ϕ T (K) p (atm) IDT (us) Range

ST 6.35 dp/dt max at sidewall C3H6/O2/Ar 95.11% 1 1175–1500 40 <1754

Burke et al. [39]

ST 15.2 dp/dt max at end
endwall or d[OH*]/dt

max at sidewall
C3H6/O2/Ar

85.33% and
95.11% 1 1222–1645 2 and 10 <2046

94.22% 2 1313–1714 2 and 10 <2096

ST 5.7 d[OH*]/dt max at
endwall

C3H6/O2/Ar 85.33% 1 1220–1462 10 <1476
C3H6/O2/N2 85.33% 1 1253–1422 10 <1059

ST 14.13/15.34 d[OH*]/dt max at
endwall

C3H6/O2/Ar
95.55% 0.5 1360–1689 2 <2002

91.13% and
95.11% 1 1333–1720 2 and 4.5 <2472
94.22% 2 1388–1756 2 <2324

ST 5 (diver insert) d[OH*]/dt max at
endwall

C3H6/O2/Ar 95.11% 1 1195–1302 40 <1877
94.22% 2 1200–1432 40 <1543

ST 5 (diver insert)
dp/dt max and

d[OH*]/dt max at
sidewall

C3H6/O2/Ar 95.16% 1 1255–1488 15.11 <3022 Shao et al. [27]

ST 6.35 dp/dt max at sidewall C3H6/Air / 0.5 and
1.0 1106–1364 10 <1736

Burke et al. [39]
ST 15.2

dp/dt max at end
endwall or d[OH*]/dt

max at sidewall
C3H6/Air / 0.5 and

1.0 1112–1535 2 and 10 <1660

ST 5.7 d[OH*]/dt max at
endwall C3H6/Air / 0.5, 1.0

and 2.0 1036–1406 10 and 40 <1642

ST 10 p/OH* onset at both
sidewall and endwall C3H6/Air / 0.5, 1.0

and 2.0 1024–1332 40 <1319

RCM / dp/dt max

C3H6//Air / 0.5 and
1.0 722–1108 10 and 40 2000–325,000

Burke et al. [39]

C3H6/O2/Ar 95.55% 0.5 941–1220 10 and 40 5800–212,000

C3H6/O2/Ar/N2
95.11%(47.555%Ar,

47.555%N2) 1 1109–1238 10 9517–162,800

C3H6/O2/N2 95.11% 1 898–1008 40 20,000–146,700

C3H6/O2/Ar/N2
85.33%(21.33%Ar,

64%N2) 1 988–1129 10 6450–128,000

C3H6/O2/Ar 85.33% 1 781–957 40 6225–296,700

RCM / dp/dt max
C3H6/‘Air’ Air’(21O2:37.5

AR:37.5N2) 1 and 2 859–1009 10 10,220–157,200

C3H6/O2/Ar/N2
85.33%(42.665%Ar,

42.665%N2) 1 813–1062 10 and 40 9900–105,740

C3H6/O2/Ar/N2
94.22%(47.11%Ar,

47.11%N2) 2 892–1178 10 and 40 12,000–114,560

C3H6/O2/N2 95.11% 1 912–1021 40 15,900–80,500
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Table 2. Cont.

Experimental Device Experimental Conditions
Ref.

Type Diameter (cm) Diagnostic Mixture Dilution ϕ T (K) p (atm) IDT (us) Range

ST 7.8 OH* increased by 10%
at sidewall

C4H8-1/O2/Ar
87% 0.5 1248–1538 ~7.89 <932

Heyberger et al. [36]86% and 93% 1 1202–1568 ~7.94 <1907
96% 2 1442–1664 ~7.44 <148

ST 11.5 d[OH*]/dt max at
endwall

C4H8-1/O2/Ar
87% 0.5 974–1585 1.2, 4.0 and

16.0 <3948
Pan et al. [42]94.75% and

96.5% 1 1142–1705 4 <3431

96% 2 1082–1835 1.2, 4.0 and
16.0 <3518

ST 6.35 dp/dt max at endwall C4H8-1/Air /
0.5 929–1289 10, 30 and 50 <2008

Li et al. [43]
1 940–1285 10, 30 and 50 <1945
2 899–1301 10, 30 and 50 <1960

RCM / dp/dt max C4H8-1/Air /
0.5 765–1012 10 and 30 <92,290
1 688–941 10 and 30 <231,700
2 676–940 10 and 30 <201,500
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4.1. Model Performance Comparison

A number of kinetic mechanisms of ethylene, propene and 1-butene are available
in the literature. It is costly to cover all of those kinetic mechanisms, thus only some
generally accepted mechanisms published in recent years are listed (Table 3) to inspect their
performance in terms of predicting IDTs presented in Table 2. Figures 5–9 compare the
IDTs of C2–C4 alkenes measured in this study to the model simulations with nine selected
kinetic mechanisms. Additional comparisons with the literature data are available in the
Supplementary Materials.

Table 3. Summary of mechanism selected in this study.

Mechanism No. of Species No. of Reactions Application of Present Year of Released Ref

NUIGMech 1.1 2845 112,60 C2–C4 2021 [29,47,57–63]
AramcoMech 2.0 493 2716 C2–C4 2013 [4,6,38,39,45,64,65]

Creck 621 27,369 C2–C4 2020 [3,66,67]
UCSD 55 245 C2–C4 2016 [68]

Jetsurf 2.0 344 2163 C2–C4 2010 [69]
Konnov 0.6 131 1256 C2–C4 2009 [70]

USC 2.0 113 809 C2–C4 2007 [71]
ChuanDa 146 567 C2 2020 [32]

Glarborg 2009 118 987 C2 2009 [72]
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Figure 5. Comparison of measured and simulated IDTs of ethylene with shock tube at 1.2 atm (a), 4.0 atm (b) and 16.0 atm
(c). Symbols: experiments in this study, lines: model simulations.
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Figure 7. Comparison of measured and simulated IDTs of propene with shock tube at 1.2 atm (a), 4.0 atm (b) and 16.0 atm
(c). Symbols: experiments in this study, lines: model simulations.
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Figure 9. Comparison of measured and simulated IDTs of 1-butene with shock tube at 1.2 atm (a), 4.0 atm (b) and 16.0 atm
(c). Symbols: experiments in this study, lines: model simulations.

For ethylene, all the selected models, NUIGMech 1.1, AramcoMech 2.0, UCSD and
ChuanDa all predict measured IDTs well at all pressures, (Figure 5). Both Creck and
Jetsurf 2.0 agree fairly well at 1.2 atm, while they show poor performance at high pressures,
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which are both approximately two times slower compared to the present data at 16.0 atm.
Konnov 0.6 yields lower reactivity especially at lower pressures, which is about two times
longer compared with experimental data at 1.2 atm. USC 2.0 produces approximately
2.5 times slower IDTs compared to the present data at both 1.2 and 4.0 atm, while it agrees
fairly well at 16.0 atm. On the contrary, Glarborg 2009 predicts well at both 1.2 atm and
4.0 atm, while it exhibits approximately two times faster than present data. Regarding
the experimental data obtained by RCM in Figure 6, Only NUIGMech 1.1 performs greet
predictions. Glarborg 2009 gives slightly longer IDTs, while other models predict lower
IDTs, indicating that the low-temperature chemistry of these modes is still flawed. It
is worth noting that the Konnov 0.6 model does not converge when calculating RCM
experimental results. Besides, the temperature and pressure at the end of the compression
pressure calculated by ChuanDa model using the volume history are far larger than the
experimental results.

For propene, both NUIGMech 1.1 and AramcoMech 2.0 predict fairly well the IDT at
all three pressures, (Figure 7). Creck, Jetsurf 2.0 and USC 2.0 give acceptable agreement
at 1.2 and 4.0 atm at whole temperatures, but show different levels of under-prediction
at 16.0 atm and lower temperature. Besides, UCSD exhibits mildly higher reactivity at all
present studied conditions. However, Konnov 0.6 yields approximately 3.5 times lower
values compared to present data for all of three pressures. As for the data obtained by
RCM in Figure 8, again, both NUIGMech 1.1 and AramcoMech 2.0 predict fairly well the
data, while all other models show poor performance and underestimate IDTs.

For 1-butene, both NUIGMech 1.1 and AramcoMech 2.0 still predict fairly well the
measured data at all pressures, (Figure 9). The Creck model shows good performance at
both 1.2 and 4.0 atm, while it under-predicted experimental data at 16.0 atm and lower
temperature. UCSD can only capture IDTs at higher temperature regions of both 1.2 atm
and 4.0 atm. Jetsurf 2.0 and USC 2.0 give acceptable agreement at 1.2 and 4.0 atm at
whole temperatures, but show different levels of over-prediction at 16.0 atm. However,
Konnov 0.6 yields approximately five times lower values compared to present data for
all three pressures. For the data obtained by RCM (Figure 10), NUIGMech 1.1 and Aram-
coMech 2.0 predict fairly well the data, while all other models show poor performance and
underestimate the IDTs

Through the comparison above, the NUIGMech 1.1 mechanisms show better perfor-
mance in terms of predicting IDTs of C2-C4 1-alkenes over all the test conditions. Thus, this
mechanism is selected to perform the following chemical kinetic analysis.

4.2. Auto-Ignition of C2–C4 1-Alkenes
4.2.1. Pressure Dependent Behavior

Figure 11 presents the IDTs of ethylene at pressures varying from 1.1 atm to 17.9 atm.
It generally exhibits a promoting effect of pressure on reactivity. However, this pressure
dependence tends to be inapparent with decreasing temperature, and it certainly converges
to a point where it shows pressure independence. To clear this tendency, the NUIGMech
1.1 was adopted to simulate the IDTs of ethylene mixtures at pressures of 1–64 atm with
temperatures of 720–2240 K, (Figure 11(b2)). It is similar to the experimental observation,
different pressure dependences of ethylene IDTs, promoting effects at both high- and low-
temperatures, while independence at intermediate temperatures can be observed. This
non-linear pressure dependence is mainly caused by competition between chain branching
and chain termination in the H/O2 system. At lower temperatures, fuel is consumed via H-
abstraction reactions by
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H radicals and Ö atoms, followed by reaction of vinylic radicals
and O2 molecules. With increasing pressure, rate constants of these reactions will be
increased due to increased concentration. Thus, IDTs show clear pressure dependences at
lower temperatures. At intermediate to high temperatures, the chain branching reaction

 
 

 

 
Energies 2021, 14, x. https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx www.mdpi.com/journal/energies 

Article 

Hierarchical Auto-Ignition and Structure-Reactivity Trends of 
C2–C4 1-Alkenes 
Wuchuan Sun 1, Yingjia Zhang 1,*, Yang Li 2 and Zuohua Huang 1 

1 State Key Laboratory of Multiphase Flows in Power Engineering, Xi’an Jiaotong University,  
Xi’an 710049, China; sunchuan@stu.xjtu.edu.cn (W.S.); zhhuang@xjtu.edu.cn (Z.H.) 

2 Science and Technology on Combustion, Internal Flow and Thermostructure Laboratory,  
School of Astronauties, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072, China; yang.li@nwpu.edu.cn 

* Correspondence: yjzhang_xjtu@xjtu.edu.cn; Tel.: +86-29-826-650-75; Fax: +86-29-826-687-89 

Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the 
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 

Keywords: 1-alkenes; Arrhenius correlation; reactivity comparison; chemical kinetics 
 

1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 

Citation: Sun, W.; Zhang, Y.; Li, Y.; 

Huang, Z. Hierarchical  

Auto-Ignition and  

Structure-Reactivity Trends of C2–C4 

1-Alkenes. Energies 2021, 14, x. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx 

Academic Editor: Giuseppe Pascazio 

Received: 4 August 2021 

Accepted: 8 September 2021 

Published: 14 September 2021 

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neu-

tral with regard to jurisdictional 

claims in published maps and institu-

tional affiliations. 

 

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. 

Submitted for possible open access 

publication under the terms and con-

ditions of the Creative Commons At-

tribution (CC BY) license (http://crea-

tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

+
O2 <=> Ö +

 
 

 

 
Energies 2021, 14, x. https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx www.mdpi.com/journal/energies 

Article 

Hierarchical Auto-Ignition and Structure-Reactivity Trends of 
C2–C4 1-Alkenes 
Wuchuan Sun 1, Yingjia Zhang 1,*, Yang Li 2 and Zuohua Huang 1 

1 State Key Laboratory of Multiphase Flows in Power Engineering, Xi’an Jiaotong University,  
Xi’an 710049, China; sunchuan@stu.xjtu.edu.cn (W.S.); zhhuang@xjtu.edu.cn (Z.H.) 

2 Science and Technology on Combustion, Internal Flow and Thermostructure Laboratory,  
School of Astronauties, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072, China; yang.li@nwpu.edu.cn 

* Correspondence: yjzhang_xjtu@xjtu.edu.cn; Tel.: +86-29-826-650-75; Fax: +86-29-826-687-89 

Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the 
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 

Keywords: 1-alkenes; Arrhenius correlation; reactivity comparison; chemical kinetics 
 

1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 

Citation: Sun, W.; Zhang, Y.; Li, Y.; 

Huang, Z. Hierarchical  

Auto-Ignition and  

Structure-Reactivity Trends of C2–C4 

1-Alkenes. Energies 2021, 14, x. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx 

Academic Editor: Giuseppe Pascazio 

Received: 4 August 2021 

Accepted: 8 September 2021 

Published: 14 September 2021 

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neu-

tral with regard to jurisdictional 

claims in published maps and institu-

tional affiliations. 

 

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. 

Submitted for possible open access 

publication under the terms and con-

ditions of the Creative Commons At-

tribution (CC BY) license (http://crea-

tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

H dominates the system reactivity. At the intermediate temperature and low
pressure, Ö atoms produced by this chain process react with vinylic radicals, reproducing
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atom and a vinoxy radical, and in general accelerate ethylene consumption. However,
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which leads to a more pronounced decrease of the reactivity at intermediate temperatures.
It accordingly shows less pressure dependence of IDTs with intermediate temperature.
However, at high temperatures, the increase in temperature enables
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+ O2 to compete
for the termination reaction even at higher pressures. Consequently, IDTs show obvious
pressure dependence due to the higher reactivity resulting from a concentration effect.
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For propene and 1-butene, however, they also exhibit significant pressure dependence,
but without negative pressure effects even at low temperatures, (Figure 12). In addition,
the positive pressure dependence appears more obvious at lower temperatures than at
high temperatures. It is well known that at high temperatures the pressure-independent
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2 (+M), which is a well-known pressure-dependent reaction. Regarding
propene, hydroperoxyl radicals can promote fuel oxidation via reacting with stable allyl
radicals forming allyl-hydroperoxide radicals, allyl-xoy and hydroxyl radicals. All the
reactions mentioned above are geared to be pressure-dependent. Therefore, the rise in
reactant concentration is paralleled by the increases of series reactions involving H
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and both accelerate collectively fuel reactivity and shorten the propene IDTs at lower
temperatures. Likewise, main oxidation pathways of 1-butene at lower temperatures are
also mostly related to pressure-dependent reactions. For instance, the addition reaction of
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H to 1-butene reaction and the subsequent addition reaction to oxygen molecules and the
formed allylic radicals will undergo the reaction sequence mentioned in low-temperature
oxidation of propene.
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4.2.2. Equivalence Ratio Dependence

The changing equivalence ratio largely alters concentrations of fuel and oxidizer.
We know that reactivity of alkenes is sensitive to reaction
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H therefore promotes fuel reactivity at high
temperatures. However, for the case of fuel radicals dominating reactivity, Figure 13(b1),
the various equivalence ratio is largely embodied in fuel concentrations changed in the
mixtures, at T < 1150 K, a promoting effect of equivalence rations on ethylene IDTs is exhib-
ited at tested conditions. To make clear the fuel radicals chemistry effect, the NUIGMech
1.1 was adopted to simulate the IDTs of ethylene mixtures at equivalence ratio of 0.5–2.0
with temperatures of 720–1250 K, (Figure 13(b2)). The fuel concentration increased clearly



Energies 2021, 14, 5797 18 of 30

with an increasing equivalence ratio, which accelerates the fuel radicals concentration and
therefore promotes fuel reactivity at low temperatures.
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For propene and 1-butene, again, the effect of equivalence ratio dependence follows
the same rules with ethylene. For the case of reactivity sensitizing reactions
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for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
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H at high temperatures, (Figure 14(a1,b1)), increasing the equivalence ratio inhibits
reactivity. Additionally, for the case of reactivity sensitizing fuel radical chemistry at low
temperatures, (Figure 14(a2,b2)), increasing the equivalence ratio promotes reactivity.

4.2.3. Effect of Dilution

Diluted gases do not participate in reaction directly, but they can participate in fuel
oxidation indirectly by acting as a third body, which will influence the chemical effective
collision coefficient between reactants. Argon can improve the quality of the flow field in
the shock tube, reduce the boundary layer thickness caused by the incident shock wave,
and lighten the interaction between the reflected shock wave and the boundary layer. At
the same time, the characteristic time of reaching thermodynamic equilibrium is shorter
due to its single molecular structure; the auto-ignition experimental data is more suitable
for validating the chemical kinetic model when the argon gas is diluted. Nitrogen as
diluted gas is closer to the combustion in the actual combustion device. Thus, argon and
nitrogen are always selected as diluted gases.
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An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 
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H dominating reactivity at
high temperature; (b1)/(b2) case of fuel radicals dominating reactivity at low temperature; lines are results simulated by
NUIGMech 1.1.

Figure 15 shows constant volume adiabatic simulations of the effect of dilution from
75% to 95% on IDTs for ethylene, propene and 1-butene at equivalence ratios of 1.0 and
pressures of 10.0 atm using NUIGMech 1.1. As expected, increasing dilution results in a
decrease in reactivity for all three alkenes. At 1000 K, for ethylene, increasing dilution to
85% and 95% can increase IDT to about 61.6% and 3.1 times, respectively. For propene,
IDT increased approximately 1.3 and 17.8 times when dilution increased to 85% and
95%, respectively. Additionally, regarding 1-butene, it was around 69.5% and 5.54 times
enlarged with adding dilution from 75% to 85% and 95%, respectively. It shows that the
reactivity of propene’s mixtures is more sensitive to dilution. Besides, the dilution ratio
also has a great influence on the auto-ignition mode of the fuel. At higher dilution mixtures,
weak ignition is prone to occur. Specifically, the pressure rise is unobvious when ignition
occurs. However, strong ignition is expected in the mixtures with a lower dilution ratio.
Combustion occurs instantaneously with a large amount of heat release associated with
such mixtures. The combustion wave is generated to compress the unburned gas, which
the detonation will be developed more easily. Strong ignition can be distinguished by
observing the sharp spikes in the pressure profiles.
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IDTs from Burke et al. [39]; (b1)/(b2) 1-butene, symbols are experimental IDTs from Pan et al. [42] and Li et al. [43]. 
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4.3. Arrhenius-Type Correlation of C2–C4 1-Alkenes

Ignition delay time is a fundamental parameter, not only as a reaction mechanism
validation but also as combustor design. A simple relation of IDTs is actually more
favorable for engineering applications, and it pushes researchers to make an accurate
fitting relationship of IDTs. A modified Arrhenius-type correlation is most commonly used
for doing this,

τign= A · paφbXc
O2

exp
Ea

RT
(1)

where τign is the IDT in µs, A is the empirically determined constant, p is the pressure in
atm, T is the temperature in K and XO2 is the mole fraction of oxygen molecular, Ea is the
global activation energy in kcal/mol, and R is the universal gas constant. To consider the
effect of dilution, we have introduced new terms including concentrations of argon and
nitrogen,

τign= A · paTbXc
O2
[1−XAr]

d[1−XN2

]e exp
E0

RT
(2)

where the item of Xc
O2[1-XAr]d[1-XN2]e is used to describe the mixtures diluted by different

inert gases (Ar, N2 and Ar/N2 mixtures).
From Equation (1), we obtain a total derivative relation:

d ln
(
τign

)
dT

= − Ea

RT2 (3)
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Likewise, from Equation (2), it can be deduced as follows:

d ln
(
τign

)
dT

=
b
T
− E0

RT2 (4)

The Ea in Equation (2) is thus equal to E0 − bRT.
With the data collection, three correlations and their relevant parameters are derived

individually for ethylene, propene and 1-butene mixtures over a wide range of pressures,
temperatures, equivalence ratios and dilutions (Table 4). To avoid non-ideal effects on the ST
data and heat release effect on the RCM data, we have pre-processed the experimental data
before fitting the correlation. Specifically, for ethylene, the RCM data from Baigmohammadi
et al. [28] were replaced by the results simulated by NUIGMech 1.1 with the constant
volume approach. The data from Yang et al. [32] can be predicted only by their model, thus
the IDTs data over 1000 µs were replaced by the results simulated by the ChuanDa model,
also with the constant volume approach. For both propene and 1-butene, NUIGMech 1.1
was used to address the collected data in the same way.
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Figure 15. Constant volume adiabatic simulation of effect of dilution on IDTs for ethylene, propene and 1-butene using
NUIGMech 1.1. (a) Ethylene; (b) propene; (c) 1-butene.

As shown in Figure 16, all data from the present study and literature studies could be
fit into this single form correlation. However, for ethylene, IDTs from Yang et al. [32] at a
low-temperature range (700–1000 K) diverged from the results of the global fitting, which
were lower than other data. Thus, more ST experimental studies are needed to verify IDTs
characteristics under such conditions.
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Table 4. Evaluated coefficients of Arrhenius correlation for C2-C4 1-alkenes.

Fuel Data Points A a b c d e E0 R2

Ethylene 1039 1.79 × 103 −0.28
±0.02

−1.94
±0.68

−1.38
±0.07

0.58
±0.07

0.53
±0.07

24.76
±1.69 0.92

Propene 595 4.02 × 1050 −0.80
±0.02

−15.34
±0.66

−1.19
±0.04

0.07
±0.04

0.12
±0.05

−2.29
±1.41 0.98

1-Butene 315 1.16 × 1073 −0.94
±0.02

−22.00
±0.66

0.57
±0.04

−2.53
±0.04

−3.12
±0.05

−19.48
±1.6 0.97

Black: original value; blue: standard error.
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Figure 16. Arrhenius-type correlations of IDTs for ethylene (a), propene (b) and 1-butene (c). Symbols: experimental data
from literatures (Hidaka et al. [13], Brown and Tomas [14], Colket and Spadaccini [16], Horning [15], Kalitan et al. [17],
Penyazkov et al. [19], Tereza et al. [20], Saxena et al. [21], Davidson et al. [22], Kopp et al. [23,24], Mathieu et al. [25],
Xiong et al. [26], Shao et al. [27], Baigmohammadi et al. [28], Yang et al. [32], Xiong et al. [31], Dong et al. [29], Burcat and
Radhakrishnan [34], Qin et al. [35], Burke et al. [38,39], Heyberger et al. [36], Pan et al. [42], Li et al. [43]) and present study,
lines: correlation predictions.

Figure 17 shows comparisons of global activation energy for ethylene, propene and
1-butene with temperatures of 600–2200 K. The Ea of 1-butene and propene show similar
temperature dependence and generally decreases with decreasing temperature. It means
the dominant reaction kinetics of auto-ignition change greatly from high to low tempera-
ture. The Ea of ethylene, however, does not make significant changes with temperature
increasing, indicating that a similar reaction mechanism dominates the ignition kinetics at
both high and low temperatures. The Ea shows in order of 1-butene, propene and ethylene
at the high-temperature side (>1300 K), where ethylene has the highest reactivity and is
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easy to ignite. With the temperature going down, the 1-butene had the lowest activation
energy and is most likely to ignite.
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5. Reactivity Comparison at High Temperature

Ignition delay time is a global parameter to represent the reactivity of fuel, which
is primarily governed by fuel kinetics. Figure 18 gives the reactivity comparison for
stoichiometric ethylene, propene and 1-butene together, with the calculated results using
NUIGMech 1.1 at pressures of 1.2, 4.0 and 16.0 atm over temperatures of 1030–1820 K. It
can be clearly seen that ethylene shows the highest reactivity, propene gives the lowest
ones, while 1-butene lies in-between. More specifically, at a lower pressure (1.2 atm),
these three alkenes show similar reactivity when the T > 1700 K, while the reactivity order
accords with the above law when the 1200 K < T < 1700 K. With the pressure increased,
the order of reactivity for these alkenes was consistent with the above law within all the
studied temperature ranges. It was mentioned that the reactivity intensity of ethylene was
decreased with the pressure increase. For example, at 1250 K, the IDT of propene and
1-butene was about 19.7 and 6.3 times than that of ethylene, respectively, at 1.2 atm, but
only about 9.8 and 3.2 times, respectively, at 16.0 atm.
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Figure 19 depicts brute force sensitivity coefficients of IDT to the rate constants for
ethylene, propene and 1-butene oxidation at 1250 K and 16 atm. Regarding ethylene,
reactivity shows notably larger sensitivity to the chain branching reaction (
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1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 

Citation: Sun, W.; Zhang, Y.; Li, Y.; 

Huang, Z. Hierarchical  

Auto-Ignition and  

Structure-Reactivity Trends of C2–C4 

1-Alkenes. Energies 2021, 14, x. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx 

Academic Editor: Giuseppe Pascazio 

Received: 4 August 2021 

Accepted: 8 September 2021 

Published: 14 September 2021 

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neu-

tral with regard to jurisdictional 

claims in published maps and institu-

tional affiliations. 

 

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. 

Submitted for possible open access 

publication under the terms and con-

ditions of the Creative Commons At-

tribution (CC BY) license (http://crea-

tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

+ O2 <=>
Ö +

 
 

 

 
Energies 2021, 14, x. https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx www.mdpi.com/journal/energies 

Article 

Hierarchical Auto-Ignition and Structure-Reactivity Trends of 
C2–C4 1-Alkenes 
Wuchuan Sun 1, Yingjia Zhang 1,*, Yang Li 2 and Zuohua Huang 1 

1 State Key Laboratory of Multiphase Flows in Power Engineering, Xi’an Jiaotong University,  
Xi’an 710049, China; sunchuan@stu.xjtu.edu.cn (W.S.); zhhuang@xjtu.edu.cn (Z.H.) 

2 Science and Technology on Combustion, Internal Flow and Thermostructure Laboratory,  
School of Astronauties, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072, China; yang.li@nwpu.edu.cn 

* Correspondence: yjzhang_xjtu@xjtu.edu.cn; Tel.: +86-29-826-650-75; Fax: +86-29-826-687-89 

Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the 
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 

Keywords: 1-alkenes; Arrhenius correlation; reactivity comparison; chemical kinetics 
 

1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 

Citation: Sun, W.; Zhang, Y.; Li, Y.; 

Huang, Z. Hierarchical  

Auto-Ignition and  

Structure-Reactivity Trends of C2–C4 

1-Alkenes. Energies 2021, 14, x. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx 

Academic Editor: Giuseppe Pascazio 

Received: 4 August 2021 

Accepted: 8 September 2021 

Published: 14 September 2021 

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neu-

tral with regard to jurisdictional 

claims in published maps and institu-

tional affiliations. 

 

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. 

Submitted for possible open access 

publication under the terms and con-

ditions of the Creative Commons At-

tribution (CC BY) license (http://crea-

tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

H), as shown in Figure 19a. Reaction flux analysis at the same conditions shows
that almost 46.8% ethylene is consumed by H-abs producing vinyl radicals, Figure 20a.
Subsequently, 34.4% of vinyl radicals are consumed by the major chain branching reaction
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H. This is the
reason why the ethylene presents relatively higher reactivity at high temperatures.

However, for propene, the most reactivity-dominated reaction is C3H6 + O2 <=>
Ċ3H5-A + H
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2 radicals are crucial for the oxidation of propene, Figure 19b.
As shown in Figure 20b, about 52.6% of propene flux leads to the formation of allylic
radicals. Additionally, then, the allylic radical recombines with the ĊH3 radical (27.8%)
or is consumed by H
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2 radicals is a system reactivity, preferred due to the fact that it ultimately leads to the
formation of allyloxy and hydroxyl radicals, which is chain-branching, competing with
recombination, which is chain terminating. Unfortunately, there are really few reaction
pathways to generate H
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2 during propene oxidation. As a result, propene shows the
longest IDTs among the three alkenes.

For 1-butene, the reaction
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H dominates reactivity. The second
pathway promoting reactivity is the reaction Ċ4H71-3 + O2 <=> C4H6 + H
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2, which
consumes a stabilized allylic radical to generate a more reactive H
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2 radical, (Figure 19c).
As shown in Figure 20c, About 31.6% of 1-butene are consumed via H-abs, producing
allylic Ċ4H71-3 radicals. The Ċ4H71-3 radical is mainly consumed via two pathways.
First, it decomposes (66.3%) directly into a 1,3-butadiene molecular and a
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atom, which
promotes the reactivity, as it transfers a very stabilized allylic radical to a reactive
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that can further undergo a chain branching reaction
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H. Second, it reacts
(23.7%) with O2 to generate 1,3-butadiene and a H
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2 radical; again, this pathway promotes
reactivity as discussed above. About 22.7% of 1-butene reacts with H-atoms to form
propene and ĊH3 radicals. Next, the reaction path flows to propene flux, which needs
abundant H
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2 radicals to consume allylic C3H5-A radicals. Unlike propene, the reaction
pathway for HO2 formation in 1-butene is efficient, mainly including reactions Ċ4H71-3
+ O2 <=> C4H6 + H
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Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the 
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 
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1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 

Citation: Sun, W.; Zhang, Y.; Li, Y.; 

Huang, Z. Hierarchical  

Auto-Ignition and  

Structure-Reactivity Trends of C2–C4 

1-Alkenes. Energies 2021, 14, x. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx 

Academic Editor: Giuseppe Pascazio 

Received: 4 August 2021 

Accepted: 8 September 2021 

Published: 14 September 2021 

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neu-

tral with regard to jurisdictional 

claims in published maps and institu-

tional affiliations. 

 

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. 

Submitted for possible open access 

publication under the terms and con-

ditions of the Creative Commons At-

tribution (CC BY) license (http://crea-

tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 
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2. Thus, 1-butene presents a higher
reactivity compared to propene.
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Figure 19. Normalized sensitivity coefficients of C2–C4 1-alkanes at 16.0 atm and 1250 K. (a) ethylene; (b) propene; (c) 1-

butene. 
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Figure 19. Normalized sensitivity coefficients of C2–C4 1-alkanes at 16.0 atm and 1250 K. (a) ethylene; (b) propene;
(c) 1-butene.
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Figure 20. Reaction fluxes of C2–C4 1-alkanes at 1250 K, 16 atm and 20% fuel conversion. (a) Ethylene, (b) propene, (c) 1-
butene. 

6. Concluding Remarks 
Combustion and auto-ignition characteristics for three alkenes (ethylene, propene 

and 1-butene) were performed both experimentally and theoretically. The main results 
are summarized as follows: 
(1) Chemical kinetics scheme of 1-alkenes was highlighted according to the precious 

chemical studies on alkenes. Pressure-dependence of ethylene shows much more 
difference compared with propene and 1-butene due to different oxidation 
mechanisms at low temperatures. Nine generally accepted mechanisms, developed 
by different research groups, and published in recent years were used to simulate the 
ignition delay times from literature and the current study, only NUIGMech 1.1 was 
capable of representing the chemical reactivity for all of the three alkenes at all tested 
conditions. 

(2) A new type of Arrhenius correlation for the three alkenes was proposed against all 
the ignition data measured in the literature and this study, that can capture the 
various activation energy with temperature for propene and 1-butene due to 
essential difference chemistry at high and low-temperatures. The correlations can be 
used to predict IDTs in engineering with a wide range of pressure, temperature, 

Figure 20. Reaction fluxes of C2–C4 1-alkanes at 1250 K, 16 atm and 20% fuel conversion. (a) Ethylene, (b) propene,
(c) 1-butene.

6. Concluding Remarks

Combustion and auto-ignition characteristics for three alkenes (ethylene, propene
and 1-butene) were performed both experimentally and theoretically. The main results are
summarized as follows:

(1) Chemical kinetics scheme of 1-alkenes was highlighted according to the precious
chemical studies on alkenes. Pressure-dependence of ethylene shows much more dif-
ference compared with propene and 1-butene due to different oxidation mechanisms
at low temperatures. Nine generally accepted mechanisms, developed by different
research groups, and published in recent years were used to simulate the ignition
delay times from literature and the current study, only NUIGMech 1.1 was capable of
representing the chemical reactivity for all of the three alkenes at all tested conditions.

(2) A new type of Arrhenius correlation for the three alkenes was proposed against
all the ignition data measured in the literature and this study, that can capture the
various activation energy with temperature for propene and 1-butene due to essential
difference chemistry at high and low-temperatures. The correlations can be used to
predict IDTs in engineering with a wide range of pressure, temperature, equivalence
ratio and dilution.

(3) At high temperatures, ethylene shows the shortest ignition delay times, while propene
shows the longest ones, with intermediate reactivity for 1-butene. The oxidation of



Energies 2021, 14, 5797 27 of 30

ethylene depends on the

 
 

 

 
Energies 2021, 14, x. https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx www.mdpi.com/journal/energies 

Article 

Hierarchical Auto-Ignition and Structure-Reactivity Trends of 
C2–C4 1-Alkenes 
Wuchuan Sun 1, Yingjia Zhang 1,*, Yang Li 2 and Zuohua Huang 1 

1 State Key Laboratory of Multiphase Flows in Power Engineering, Xi’an Jiaotong University,  
Xi’an 710049, China; sunchuan@stu.xjtu.edu.cn (W.S.); zhhuang@xjtu.edu.cn (Z.H.) 

2 Science and Technology on Combustion, Internal Flow and Thermostructure Laboratory,  
School of Astronauties, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072, China; yang.li@nwpu.edu.cn 

* Correspondence: yjzhang_xjtu@xjtu.edu.cn; Tel.: +86-29-826-650-75; Fax: +86-29-826-687-89 
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core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 
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An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 

Citation: Sun, W.; Zhang, Y.; Li, Y.; 

Huang, Z. Hierarchical  

Auto-Ignition and  

Structure-Reactivity Trends of C2–C4 

1-Alkenes. Energies 2021, 14, x. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx 

Academic Editor: Giuseppe Pascazio 

Received: 4 August 2021 

Accepted: 8 September 2021 

Published: 14 September 2021 

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neu-

tral with regard to jurisdictional 

claims in published maps and institu-

tional affiliations. 

 

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. 

Submitted for possible open access 

publication under the terms and con-

ditions of the Creative Commons At-

tribution (CC BY) license (http://crea-

tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

atom, Ö atom, and

 
 

 

 
Energies 2021, 14, x. https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx www.mdpi.com/journal/energies 

Article 

Hierarchical Auto-Ignition and Structure-Reactivity Trends of 
C2–C4 1-Alkenes 
Wuchuan Sun 1, Yingjia Zhang 1,*, Yang Li 2 and Zuohua Huang 1 

1 State Key Laboratory of Multiphase Flows in Power Engineering, Xi’an Jiaotong University,  
Xi’an 710049, China; sunchuan@stu.xjtu.edu.cn (W.S.); zhhuang@xjtu.edu.cn (Z.H.) 

2 Science and Technology on Combustion, Internal Flow and Thermostructure Laboratory,  
School of Astronauties, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072, China; yang.li@nwpu.edu.cn 

* Correspondence: yjzhang_xjtu@xjtu.edu.cn; Tel.: +86-29-826-650-75; Fax: +86-29-826-687-89 

Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the 
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 

Keywords: 1-alkenes; Arrhenius correlation; reactivity comparison; chemical kinetics 
 

1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 

Citation: Sun, W.; Zhang, Y.; Li, Y.; 

Huang, Z. Hierarchical  

Auto-Ignition and  

Structure-Reactivity Trends of C2–C4 

1-Alkenes. Energies 2021, 14, x. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx 

Academic Editor: Giuseppe Pascazio 

Received: 4 August 2021 

Accepted: 8 September 2021 

Published: 14 September 2021 

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neu-

tral with regard to jurisdictional 

claims in published maps and institu-

tional affiliations. 

 

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. 

Submitted for possible open access 

publication under the terms and con-

ditions of the Creative Commons At-

tribution (CC BY) license (http://crea-

tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

H radical, and the consumption of
vinylic radical accelerates the accumulation of the free radical pool, resulting in the
highest reactivity of ethylene. The consumption of allylic radicals becomes a decisive
step in propene and 1-butene by H

 
 

 

 
Energies 2021, 14, x. https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx www.mdpi.com/journal/energies 

Article 

Hierarchical Auto-Ignition and Structure-Reactivity Trends of 
C2–C4 1-Alkenes 
Wuchuan Sun 1, Yingjia Zhang 1,*, Yang Li 2 and Zuohua Huang 1 

1 State Key Laboratory of Multiphase Flows in Power Engineering, Xi’an Jiaotong University,  
Xi’an 710049, China; sunchuan@stu.xjtu.edu.cn (W.S.); zhhuang@xjtu.edu.cn (Z.H.) 

2 Science and Technology on Combustion, Internal Flow and Thermostructure Laboratory,  
School of Astronauties, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072, China; yang.li@nwpu.edu.cn 

* Correspondence: yjzhang_xjtu@xjtu.edu.cn; Tel.: +86-29-826-650-75; Fax: +86-29-826-687-89 

Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the 
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 

Keywords: 1-alkenes; Arrhenius correlation; reactivity comparison; chemical kinetics 
 

1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 

Citation: Sun, W.; Zhang, Y.; Li, Y.; 

Huang, Z. Hierarchical  

Auto-Ignition and  

Structure-Reactivity Trends of C2–C4 

1-Alkenes. Energies 2021, 14, x. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx 

Academic Editor: Giuseppe Pascazio 

Received: 4 August 2021 

Accepted: 8 September 2021 

Published: 14 September 2021 

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neu-

tral with regard to jurisdictional 

claims in published maps and institu-

tional affiliations. 

 

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. 

Submitted for possible open access 

publication under the terms and con-

ditions of the Creative Commons At-

tribution (CC BY) license (http://crea-

tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

2 radicals. However, it has the efficient reaction
pathways for H

 
 

 

 
Energies 2021, 14, x. https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx www.mdpi.com/journal/energies 

Article 

Hierarchical Auto-Ignition and Structure-Reactivity Trends of 
C2–C4 1-Alkenes 
Wuchuan Sun 1, Yingjia Zhang 1,*, Yang Li 2 and Zuohua Huang 1 

1 State Key Laboratory of Multiphase Flows in Power Engineering, Xi’an Jiaotong University,  
Xi’an 710049, China; sunchuan@stu.xjtu.edu.cn (W.S.); zhhuang@xjtu.edu.cn (Z.H.) 

2 Science and Technology on Combustion, Internal Flow and Thermostructure Laboratory,  
School of Astronauties, Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an 710072, China; yang.li@nwpu.edu.cn 

* Correspondence: yjzhang_xjtu@xjtu.edu.cn; Tel.: +86-29-826-650-75; Fax: +86-29-826-687-89 

Abstract: Ignition delay times of small alkenes are a valuable constraint for the refinement of the 
core kinetic mechanism of hydrocarbons used in representing combustion properties of real fuels. 
Moreover, the chemical reactivity comparison of those small alkenes provides a reference in object-
oriented fuel design and logical combustion utilization. In this study, the ignition delay times of C2–
C4 alkenes (ethylene, propene and 1-butene) were measured behind reflected shock waves first, with 
a fixed oxygen concentration (XO2 = 6%) and equivalence ratio (φ = 1.0) at various pressures of 1.2, 
4.0 and 16.0 atm, in order to facilitate the comparison. Three chemical-based-Arrhenius-type corre-
lations covering a wide range of temperature, pressure, equivalence ratio, and dilution were pro-
posed. The simplified reaction network for pyrolysis and oxidation of 1-alkenes was depicted rely-
ing on the reaction classes of alkenes. Nine generally accepted mechanisms were used to simulate 
the ignition delay times measured by this study as well as literature. All the kinetic models show 
reasonable structure-reactivity trends for all of the three alkenes, but only NUIGMech 1.1 is capable 
of representing quantificationally the chemical reactivity at all tested conditions. Generally, eth-
ylene exhibits the highest reactivity while propene presents the lowest at high temperatures. Anal-
yses of sensitivity and flux indicate that the main oxidation pathway of ethylene is chain-branching, 
which accelerates the accumulation of free radical pools, especially for the Ḣ atom, Ȯ atom and ȮH 
radical, which results in the highest reactivity of ethylene. For propene and 1-butene, due to the 
presence of the allylic site, consumption of allylic radicals becomes the decisive step of oxidation 
and allylic radicals are mostly consumed by the HȮ2 radical. However, there are no such efficient 
reaction pathways for the formation of HȮ2 radicals during the propene oxidation process, while 
reaction pathways for HȮ2 formation in 1-butene are efficient. Thus, 1-butene presents higher reac-
tivity compared to propene. 

Keywords: 1-alkenes; Arrhenius correlation; reactivity comparison; chemical kinetics 
 

1. Introduction 
An effective way to alleviate the demand growth for energy utilization and the cor-

responding deterioration of the atmospheric environment is to use the remaining fuels 
efficiently [1,2]. Computational fluid dynamic codes coupled with detailed or reduced 
combustion mechanisms are powerful approaches in helping researchers to improve com-
bustor performance in increasing efficiency and reducing pollutant emission. Many stud-
ies have been therefore devoted to developing accurate combustion kinetic mechanisms 
for conventional fuels [3–5], including methane, ethane, propane, butane, as well as re-
newable fuels, such as alcohols [6,7] and esters [8,9]. With the combustion mechanisms of 
these fuels being mature, more effort is now being focused on stable intermediate species 
produced in combustion processes [10], especially the products which could cause detri-
mental effects on the atmospheric environment. 

Citation: Sun, W.; Zhang, Y.; Li, Y.; 

Huang, Z. Hierarchical  

Auto-Ignition and  

Structure-Reactivity Trends of C2–C4 

1-Alkenes. Energies 2021, 14, x. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/xxxxx 

Academic Editor: Giuseppe Pascazio 

Received: 4 August 2021 

Accepted: 8 September 2021 

Published: 14 September 2021 

Publisher’s Note: MDPI stays neu-

tral with regard to jurisdictional 

claims in published maps and institu-

tional affiliations. 

 

Copyright: © 2021 by the authors. 

Submitted for possible open access 

publication under the terms and con-

ditions of the Creative Commons At-

tribution (CC BY) license (http://crea-

tivecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 

2 formation in 1-butene (Ċ4H71-3 + O2 <=> C4H6 + H
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