
energies

Article

A Passive Control Method of Hub Corner Stall in a
1.5-Stage Axial Compressor under
Low-Speed Conditions

Wenfeng Zhao, Qun Zheng *, Bin Jiang and Aqiang Lin

College of Power and Energy Engineering, Harbin Engineering University, Harbin 150001, China;
zhaowenfeng1992@hrbeu.edu.cn (W.Z.); JL725@hrbeu.edu.cn (B.J.); linaqiang@hrbeu.edu.cn (A.L.)
* Correspondence: zhengqun@hrbeu.edu.cn

Received: 23 April 2020; Accepted: 24 May 2020; Published: 27 May 2020
����������
�������

Abstract: Since the use of the compressor of a ship gas turbine is unavoidable at a low-speed
operation, the flow field characteristics and stall mechanism at off-design speeds are important
aspects for compressor designers. In this study, the first 1.5 stages of an eight-stage compressor are
numerically simulated. The mechanism of compressor rotor instability at lower speeds is identified.
The characteristic lines of compressors with various partial clearance are calculated at low speed
(0.6 N). The flow field of the same outlet pressure (near stall point of the original compressor without
clearance) is compared and analyzed. The results show that, at the near stall point, the suction surface
separation and backflow occur in the main flow of the rotor top. It develops along the blade span and
finally blocks the flow passage of the rotor, which results in the compressor stall. At the same time,
the stall also occurs at the corner of the stator hub. In this paper, the characteristics of partial clearance
in four different positions of the stator hub are analyzed. The near stall point and the working point
are selected for the flow field analysis. It is concluded that the radial development of the stall vortex
on the suction surface of the stator can be restrained by the partial clearance at the stator. In this
paper, a passive control method by partial clearance is used in the real compressors, which is different
from previous studies on cascades. The margin increases at low speeds.
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1. Introduction

The off-design performance of a compressor is an important parameter in order to measure the
design constrains of the compressor, which is used to ensure the safety of the gas turbine [1]. The design
of a multistage compressor at different operating conditions is challenging. The stability of the engine
under low operating conditions is a significant value. It is considered necessary to take effective
measures in order to increase the stability of the compressor. In order to prevent the compressor from
losing stability and deteriorating its performance, inter-stage air-bleed is considered necessary for a
marine gas turbine. During ship navigation engine frequent acceleration, deceleration, and switching
to different operational modes is a necessity that cannot be neglected. In this process of changing
speeds, the load change will cause the engine operating line to shift. Consequently, the surge margin of
the low-pressure compressor will be reduced. The world’s most advanced marine gas turbine (MT30,
LM2500+) has good design performance as it maintains a stable working margin under low operating
conditions. At present, many control methods have been applied to the compressor stabilization,
but there are few studies on the instability mechanism of the ship compressor under low operating
conditions. Therefore, researchers need to understand the instability mechanism and put forward
reasonable methods to improve it.
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For an axial compressor rotor, the aerodynamic instability is mostly situated at the tip of the
blade [2]. Generally, the study of compressor rotor stability focuses on the clearance leakage flow at
100% N. According to studies by Suder et al. [3], Lin et al. [4], and Hah et al. [5], the tip leakage is the
main cause of compressor instability. Hewkin-Smith [6] found that the flow separation at the suction
surface close to the top of the blade may lead to the rotor stall. At present, technologies such as casing
treatment [7–9] have been used to control rotor stall. However, it is difficult to design an efficient
casing treatment, due to the complexity of flow patterns.

The flow field in the stator hub-corner is of significant value to the compressor stability. Joslyn
and Dring [10] used the research data of a two-stage compressor to describe the deterioration of
compressor performance due to the hub-corner stall. In the compressor, the hub loss is doubled with
the increase of blade loading from the design point to the stall point. According to the research work
of Friedrichs et al. [11], Gannon et al. [12], and Thiam et al. [13], there is a close relationship between
compressor hub-corner separation and rotating stall. Hub-corner stall can be considered as the trigger
parameter for causing the rotating stall. The secondary flow in the corner moves toward the top of the
blade and cultivates into a stall mass due to the non-axisymmetric disturbances, which results in the
rotating stall.

The hub clearance is an effective passive control method. Berdanier et al. [14] studied a multistage
axial flow compressor; their work showed that the leakage flow generated by compressor stator
clearance can reduce the three-dimensional flow separation at the corners and improve the compressor
efficiency. Gbadebo et al. [15] found that the inhibition of the tip clearance flow on corner separation was
related to the interaction between the leading horseshoe vortex and the hub. Lu et al. [16] conducted
a numerical investigation on the influence of non-uniform clearances on the stator aerodynamic
performance in a 1.5 stages axial-flow compressor. It shows that, compared with the uniform clearance,
the ascending clearance has a powerful effect on weakening the clearance flow near the leading edge
and it has better inhibition of the leakage vortex.

A high diffusion factor cascade and partial clearance are used to explore the effect of the height
and the length in suppressing hub corner stall by Zhao et al. [17]. It shows good results in the plane
cascade. In the cascade, the influence of the clearance at different positions on the flow field is not
identical [18]. There are many technologies such as boundary layer suction [19], vortex generator [20],
casing treatment, etc. [21–23], which are being used in cascades. Therefore, the evaluation of the control
effect of a compressor may not only refer to the cascades but also its application in the real compressor.

In this paper, the characteristics of a 1.5 stages axial compressor at near stall point and low speed
are studied. Low-energy fluid forms and blocks the flow field at the corner of the stator. Therefore, the
partial clearance of the stator is used in the real compressor stage in order to broaden the margin. The
results show that partial clearance of stator can effectively eliminate hub corner stall. At the same time,
it will not cause a great loss to the work point. The structure of partial clearance is simple and easy to
manufacture, which is good for engineering applications. The influence mechanism of partial clearance
on the stability of a real compressor is obtained by analyzing the flow field at the near stall point.

2. Test Bench Configuration and Validation

The cascade used for computation and analysis is the first 1.5 stages of an eight-stage low-pressure
compressor. The rotational speed is set at 60% N, and it has been produced and tested. In the process
of operation and numerical calculation, it is found that, at low speed (0.6 N), the flow field of the first
1.5 stage of the compressor deteriorates seriously. This is the main reason that it affects the machine
margin. Therefore, in order to simplify the calculation, this paper chooses the first 1.5 stages as the
research object. The total inlet temperature is set as 288 K and the total inlet pressure is set as 0.1 MPa
with a rotational speed of 4440 round per minute. The design point performance of the compressor at
60% N is shown in Table 1. In this study, the maximum efficiency point parameter is used instead of
the design point efficiency.
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Table 1. Parameters of design-point of the 1.5 stages at 0.6 N.

Isentropic Efficiency Pressure Ratio Mass Flow (kg/s)

0.933 1.114 60.6

The RANS in ANSYS CFX17.0 is applied with the SST k-ω turbulence model. It can help us to
know the effect of the transitional boundary layer. This model is based on the k-ω model. It can
reflect the turbulent shear stress well [24,25]. The Reynolds-averaged Navier-Stokes equations (RANS)
method is still the most widely used approach in industrial CFD. The working medium is an ideal
gas. The inlet boundary conditions are total temperature and total pressure. It is constant. The
static pressure is set at the outlet boundary and controlled by radial equilibrium [26]. Figure 1 is the
structural diagram of the compressor in this paper. It also shows the computational grid of the model.
The mesh sensitivity analysis shows that grid sensitivity is negligible when the total number of mesh is
about 2.5 million. The validation figure of grid independence is shown in Figure 1c. We use NUMECA
AutoGrid 5 to generate the butterfly grid at the trailing edge clearance. The first layer thickness of the
mesh near the wall is 3 × 10−6 m. Therefore, we can make sure that y+ < 1 for all the computations,
which is necessary for the SST k-ω turbulence model. Figure 2 is the schematic diagram of partial
clearance. The yellow part is pa clearance and the other part is the stator.
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Figure 1. (a) Computational domain; (b) computational mesh of 1.5-stage compressor; (c) validation 
of grid independence-mass flow; (d) validation of grid independence efficiency. 
Figure 1. (a) Computational domain; (b) computational mesh of 1.5-stage compressor; (c) validation of
grid independence-mass flow; (d) validation of grid independence efficiency.

In this paper, partial clearances are set at the root of the compressor stator blade. The details of the
clearance are given in Table 2. In order to eliminate the influence of the mesh topology, the identical
topology grid is used for different clearances. The experimental data of NASA Rotor 37 [27] is used to
verify the numerical calculation. The design speed of the 1.5 stage compressor studied in this paper is
similar to the flow field of rotor 37, both of which are transonic flows. Therefore, this study chooses
rotor 37 as the calibration case. NASA Rotor 37 has detailed test data. It has been recognized as an
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example to verify the reliability of numerical methods. Simultaneously, numerical method also has a
high solution accuracy based on numerical verification for different research field [28–30]. The design
speed of the 1.5 stage compressor studied in this paper is similar to the flow field of rotor 37, both
of which are transonic flows. Therefore, this paper chooses rotor 37 as the calibration case. Figure 3
shows the radial distribution of isentropic efficiency and the total pressure ratio of NASA rotor 37 at
98% blocked flow. It can be seen that the numerical simulation results are in good agreement with the
experimental results. The isentropic efficiency and the total pressure ratio at the tip are a bit different
from those of the experiment because of the calculation error at the tip clearance.

Energies 2020, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 4 of 18 

 

Table 2. Clearance parameters in different cases. 

 Case 1 Case 2 Case 3 Case 4 

Length (l/C) 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Length (m) 0.065 0.065 0.065 0.065 

Height (h/H) 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 

Height (mm) 1 1 1 1 

Positions Trailing edge Back Middle Front 

In this paper, partial clearances are set at the root of the compressor stator blade. The details of 
the clearance are given in Table 2. In order to eliminate the influence of the mesh topology, the 
identical topology grid is used for different clearances. The experimental data of NASA Rotor 37 [27] 
is used to verify the numerical calculation. The design speed of the 1.5 stage compressor studied in 
this paper is similar to the flow field of rotor 37, both of which are transonic flows. Therefore, this 
study chooses rotor 37 as the calibration case. NASA Rotor 37 has detailed test data. It has been 
recognized as an example to verify the reliability of numerical methods. Simultaneously, numerical 
method also has a high solution accuracy based on numerical verification for different research field 
[28–30]. The design speed of the 1.5 stage compressor studied in this paper is similar to the flow field 
of rotor 37, both of which are transonic flows. Therefore, this paper chooses rotor 37 as the calibration 
case. Figure 3 shows the radial distribution of isentropic efficiency and the total pressure ratio of 
NASA rotor 37 at 98% blocked flow. It can be seen that the numerical simulation results are in good 
agreement with the experimental results. The isentropic efficiency and the total pressure ratio at the 
tip are a bit different from those of the experiment because of the calculation error at the tip clearance. 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

 
(c) 

 
(d) 

Figure 2. Partial clearance schemes for (a): Case 1, (b): Case 2, (c): Case 3, and (d) Case 4. 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 
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Table 2. Clearance parameters in different cases.

Case 1 Case 2 Case 3 Case 4

Length (l/C) 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Length (m) 0.065 0.065 0.065 0.065

Height (h/H) 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4%
Height (mm) 1 1 1 1

Positions Trailing edge Back Middle Front
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Figure 3. Comparison between numerical calculations and experimental results. (a) The distribution of
pitch-averaged efficiency of the ROTOR 37 in the 0.98 chocking mass condition; (b) the distribution of
pitch-averaged pressure ratio of the ROTOR 37 in the 0.98 chocking mass condition.

3. Numerical Results

3.1. Leakage Flow of the Rotor

In this section of the study, the author has selected the maximum efficiency operation point
(OP1) and near stall operation point (OP2) as the research objective for analysis and the instability
characteristics of the compressor, blades are studied.
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Figure 4a shows the relative total pressure distribution at the rotor outlet section at maximum
efficiency point (i.e., OP1), and Figure 4b shows the relative total pressure distribution at the rotor
outlet section at stall point (i.e., OP2). PS represents the pressure side and SS represents the suction
side, which is perpendicular to the axis of rotation and at 1% of chord length from the rotor outlet. It
can be seen from the comparison that the instability of the rotor at reduced flow is mainly due to the
deterioration of the flow field at the shroud. For OP1, the pressure loss occurs on the suction surface of
the rotor. The higher total pressure loss is observed close to the shroud. As the flow decreases, in the
OP2, the circumferential range of total pressure loss area on suction surface increases, and the radial
vortex on the suction surface started to develop gradually. At the tip of the rotor, a large total pressure
loss is formed. In order to analyze the causes of this total pressure loss at the casing and suction surface,
Figure 5a,b compares the limit streamline and relative static pressure coefficient contour at the hub end
wall and suction surface at OP1 and OP2 conditions, respectively.
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At OP1 condition, the low energy fluid in the boundary layer of the hub is at the intersection of the
suction surface and the hub by the transverse pressure gradient. At the same time, a portion of the fluid
on the pressure surface flows backward around the trailing edge in the corner of the stator. The two parts
of low-energy fluid ascend under the radial force and flow out of the flow passage at about 40% of the
blade height. Backflow forms weak reflux in the leading edge of the rotor. It spirals up and mixes with
the clearance leakage. Two radial vortices (the backflow in the leading edge and the radial vortex in the
trailing edge) form an open separation line on the suction surface of the rotor. When the flow decreases
to near stall point (OP2), two radial vortices in OP1 increase with the loading. Open separation at the
leading-edge changes to full separation along the blade span. The radial vortices at the trailing edge
develop from 40% to 80% of the rotor height. Thus, the main reason for the low operating margin of the
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compressor is the aerodynamic instability at the rotor tip. Therefore, the ensuing discussion in this paper
is focused on the analysis and research at the rotor tip flow field.
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Figure 6 shows the vorticity contour at 0.99 of blade height. In order to describe the change in
clearance leakage with flow reduction, two intermediate conditions are also analyzed, in addition to
the peak efficiency condition and near stall condition. The flow coefficients of these four conditions are
selected as 0.5, 0.46, 0.42, and 0.36, respectively. The flow coefficients are defined as

φ = Vx/Um (1)

where Vx is the average axial velocity and Um is the tangent velocity at the middle span of the rotor.
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Figure 7 shows the three-dimensional tip clearance streamline and the relative total pressure
distribution on the section which is perpendicular to the rotating axis. The combination can be more
intuitive to understand the development of tip clearance leakage in space, once the flow rate of the
compressor is reduced.
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It can be seen from Figure 6 that the tip leakage at the compressor rotor originates from the tip
of the leading edge. At the interface of the clearance streamline generated at the leading edge of the
peak efficiency point and the main flow, an obvious clearance vortex is formed. There are three high
vorticity regions at the tip of the blade. They are the main leakage (ML), the secondary leakage (SL),
and the wake. The main leakage area is the clearance leakage caused by the rotor tip. In compressor
design, the difference in loading close to the rotor tip is highest, so the momentum of clearance leakage
is also on the higher side. The gap leakage formed here is called the main leakage area. Most of the
gap leakage is generated here, which can be seen from the development of 3D leakage flow in Figure 7.
At the mid of the rotor top, the pressure difference on the rotor surface decreases, resulting in small
leakage momentum at the clearance. The clearance leakage vortex cannot resist the reverse pressure
gradient. After dissipation, one part flows out of the flow passage, and the other part is sucked by
the main leakage. At the trailing edge of the moving blade, the high vortices region is formed by
mixing the backflow of the pressure surface with the wake. The tip leakage vortex dissipates gradually
under the reverse pressure gradient. With the flow coefficient decreasing, the development model of
leakage vortex has changed. The increase of backpressure results in a greater reverse pressure gradient.
Therefore, the leakage vortex is difficult to maintain at the tip of the blade. The axial position of the
dissipation point moves forward one by one. The angle between the leakage vortex and the blade also
increased. At the near stall point, it almost reaches the top 10% chord length of the adjacent rotor blade.
However, it does not spill over the leading edge. At present, a large number of studies have shown
that there are two reasons for the compressor stall. One is that the clearance flow path is blocked at the
leading edge till the subsequent blade resultantly compressor tip stall. Another reason is that the tip
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leakage vortex breaks up after passing through the shock wave and the broken low-energy fluid blocks
the top of the blade resulting in a compressor stall.

There is no overflow at the leading edge or backflow at the trailing edge near the stall point. At the
same time, the compressor is at 0.6 N, and the whole field is subsonic without shock wave. Therefore,
the reason for the stall of this compressor is different from the above mentioned two common reasons.
With the decrease of the flow coefficient, the secondary leakage area gradually disappeared. The tip
leakage in the middle of the rotor is weakened. The angle between the leakage flow and the blade in
the main leakage area increases gradually when it develops in the middle of the blade, but it is closer
to the suction surface. Finally, when the flow is near stall, the separation and backflow occur at the
clearance flow. A large backflow area with low pressure is formed to block the flow passage. As a
result, the compressor stalls. The tip leakage of the compressor is driven by the pressure difference on
the rotor surface, so it is necessary to find out the cause of this abnormal flow analyzing the loading
distribution on the rotor tip.

Figure 8a shows the distribution of the relative pressure coefficient at the top of the blade under
four flow coefficients, which can be used to represent the top loading. With the decrease of flow
coefficient, there is no obvious change in pressure surface loading. The curve is almost smooth.
However, the loading on the suction surface clearly changes. The boundary point is about 25% of
the chord length of the leading edge. The moving blade is divided into two parts i.e., A and B. With
the decrease of flow coefficient, the loading difference in area A increases, and the strong pressure
difference induces more momentum at the tip clearance leakage. Therefore, the scale and strength of
clearance leakage vortex increases, and the separation of the boundary layer on the suction surface is
delayed. In area B, the changing trend is completely opposite i.e., the pressure difference decreases.
Subsequently, the transverse pressure gradient in the flow passage weakens. Therefore, the dissipation
of the gap leakage vortex earlier under a larger reverse pressure gradient can be seen in Figure 7.
From Figure 7, the distance between the total pressure contours of S3 flow surface is 10% chord length.
It can approximately represent the dissipate position of the clearance leakage vortex. The dissipation
point of gap leakage vortex moves forward. In Figure 7d, the gap leakage vortex has an impact of the
leakage flow in area B after fully dissipating and forms backflow under the reverse pressure gradient.
Finally, it develops into a rotor stall. Figure 8b shows the radial distribution of Average Velocity Density
(AVD), which indicates the flow capacity of the blade. The main reason for the decrease of AVD at LOW
(lower than 0.7 blade span as shown in Figure 8b) is the radial vortex on the suction surface. The flow
coefficient is reduced from 0.42 to 0.36 (near stall), but the AVD of the lower height does not change.
It is shown that the radial vortex on the suction surface is not the cause of the rotor tip stall. In the top
half, AVD decreased more obviously with the flow coefficient. When it is 0.36, the AVD in the rotor tip
is almost zero. The loss of the flow passage capacity of the rotor leads to the stall of the compressor.
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The AVD is defined as
AVD = Vz × ρ (2)

where VZ is the axial velocity and ρ is the density.

3.2. Control Method of the Clearance of the Stator

The effect of clearance leakage on the stall of compressor blades with different flow coefficients is
discussed earlier. For compressor stators, generally hub corner separation/stall is the main research
content of the secondary flow. In this paper, a stall occurs in the stator of the compressor at a low
flow coefficient. The partial stator clearance is used as a passive control method. A large number of
scholars have done a detailed study on the formation mechanism of the stall and the development
of hub corner separation. For different clearance schemes, the prototype stator which has the same
boundary conditions as the near stall point is selected as the comparative study. The flow field of the
hub corner at near stall point is shown in Figure 9. It can be seen from the figure that the baseline
compressor stall occurs at the hub corner. The flow in the upper part of the stator is relatively good.
The small spiral points are caused by the tip wake and there is no stall at the shroud corner.

There are closed separation regions in the lower half of the hub corner, corresponding to the three
spiral points N 1, N 2, and N 3 (N means the node) in the figure. The hub surface layer forms the hub
spiral point N 1 due to the large incidence at the blade root. The vortex core is located at 0.5 chord
length, which corresponds to the high static entropy concentration region. The fluid on the pressure
surface flows toward the trailing edge, goes back along the suction surface under the entrainment of
N 1, and then rises to form the spiral point N 2. However, the scale is relatively small. At the same
time, the small-scale spiral point N 2 induces the spiral point N 3. It can be said that N 1 is the main
flow blockage in the flow field. The radial development of N 1 blocks the hub corner of the stator
and causes aerodynamic instability. Therefore, the control of the hub corner stall should be based on
increasing the axial momentum for the low energy of the hub boundary layer. After clearance is set at
the root of the stator, the flow field near the stall point has changed.
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In Figure 9b, the hub radial vortex interacts with the leakage flow generated by the clearance gap.
The high momentum fluid produced by the leakage flow makes the radial vortex move towards the
trailing edge. The radial vortex core moves from 0.5 chords to about 0.7 chords. At the same time, the
radial vortex is unstable under the impact of leakage flow. After a part of the fluid is flushed to the
trailing edge, two spiral points N 3 and N 4 connected by saddle point S 1 are formed at the trailing
edge because of the lesser energy of the leakage flow. This is a closed separation formed by the typical
saddle point spiral point, which has the nature of confinement. It can be seen from the entropy contour
that the static entropy concentration region i.e., vortex core moves backward in comparison with the
baseline flow field. However, the newly generated closed separation results in the expansion of the
high entropy region and the increase of the root loss. At the same time, the clearance leakage is divided
into two parts under the action of the radial vortex. One part is sucked by the unstable radial vortex
system (N 1, N 3, N 4). The other part is thrown into the boundary layer of the suction surface of the
blade under the rotating action of the vortex. It can be seen from the limit streamline of suction surface
that the scale of concentrated shedding vortex on the suction surface is larger in comparison with the
prototype because of the inflow of partial leakage flow. The radial scale of the concentrated vortex
developed from 0.3 H to 0.5 H. Although the scale increases but the strength of the vortex weakens.
It shows that the static pressure coefficient of the corner increases and the low-pressure area of the
baseline decreases, which indicates the impact of the clearance leakage making the vortex into an
unstable state.

It can be seen from the limit streamlines in Figure 9c that the leakage flow generated by the tail
gap has stronger momentum and the radial vortex is broken under the impact of the leakage flow. An
obvious impact path of leakage flow can be seen between the broken small vortices. The whole hub
area is composed of several small vortices after crushing. The leakage flow induces a new spiral point
at the leading edge of the stator. In the entropy contour, the high entropy concentration area of the hub
disappears. The high loss area of the hub is smaller than that of the hub compared with Case 1. Due to
the lack of low energy fluid transport from the boundary layer of the hub, the central vortex in the
rear gap is unstable. The whole spiral structure in the clearance of the trailing edge is destroyed. In
topology, it turns into an unstable structure with a spiral point and saddle point closely connected.

Case 3 has maximum leakage momentum in Figure 9d. The closed separation of the hub corner
disappears completely, except for the spiral point N 1, which is induced by the leakage flow in the front
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of the clearance. There is no other closed separation in the stator. An open separation line L1 formed
by clearance leakage is on the hub. At the same time, the effect of leakage restrains the formation of
concentrated shedding vortex. The spiral point on the suction surface disappears. In Figure 9a,b,c, the
large-scale entropy increasing region is replaced by the leakage vortex. The entropy increase of open
separation is much smaller than that of closed separation. Thus, it can be said that this control method
is effective.

On the hub surface, the radial vortices break into small vortices in Figure 9e, which is similar
to Case 2. The difference is that Case 4 has more leakage momentum. The scale of the small vortex
formed by Case 4 is smaller than that of the Case 2. At the same time, the forward movement of the
leakage vortex makes the concentrated shedding vortex to regenerate. In the entropy contour diagram,
it can be seen that there is a high entropy region at the front edge of the suction. This is formed by
leakage flow and broken radial vortex.

The law of vortex evolution can be obtained by comparing the streamline distribution of S 3
flow surface at the stator. Starting from 0.1 C flow surface, there are six S 3 flow surfaces selected
to be studied. The flow field structure is shown in Figure 10. The radial scale of stall vortex and its
development along chord can be clearly seen in S 3 flow surface. Figure 10a is the baseline stator. The
node starting at 0.1 C marks the beginning of flow separation on the suction surface i.e., at the radial
height 0.1 H. It is affected by the low energy fluid in the downstream of the corner. On the one hand, it
is developing along the blade span. However, On the other hand, it moves to the pressure surface.
At the same time under the action of the reverse pressure gradient, the node changes to the spiral
point. At 0.5 C, it is transformed into a spiral point of completed closed separation, which corresponds
to the vortex core region of stall vortex. There are obvious saddle points at 0.9 C. According to the
topological rule, the spiral point and saddle point always appear in pairs, which can determine the
nodes in the flow field to be transformed into spiral points. At the same time, it can be seen that the
radial dimension of the stall region in the hub corner is about 0.4 H.
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In Figure 10b, at 0.05 H, part of the fluid is sucked into the suction surface through the trailing
edge clearance. There is obvious backflow on the surface of S 3, which starts at 0.9 C and ends at 0.5 C.
Since the radial vortex is not changed by leakage, the node migration and transformation in Figure 10a
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still occur at the trailing edge clearance. The radial scale of the high entropy region is slightly larger
than that of the baseline because the entrainment makes the concentrated vortex stronger, which is
consistent with the previous literature. The radial height of the high entropy region decreases in Case
2 compared to Case 1 and the saddle point is pushed back from 0.5 C to 1.1C. At the same time, the
leading-edge fluid is transported to the clearance leakage flow at 0.3 C. The high entropy area in the
stator field is obviously reduced in case 3. At 0.5 C, the gap leakage vortex begins to form, the height
of which does not exceed 0.05 H. It can be said that the Case 3 can effectively control the angular
separation. The control effect of Case 4 is similar to that of Case 3. Both of them can reduce the radial
scale of the high entropy region. The difference is that the vortex-induced by leakage in Case 4 is closer
to the suction surface, as the leakage vortex with stronger momentum in case 3 will induce the vortex
to blow to the pressure surface. It is worth mentioning that case 4 formed a sudden increase of static
entropy after 0.7 C and 0.9 C. Case 4 worsens the flow field at the trailing edge. This is caused by the
angle of blade curvature. In the same stator, the more distant the clearance position is, the incidence of
the jet becomes larger relative to the trailing edge. It is more likely to cause flow separation, which
further explains the reason why the front clearance can broaden the stall margin better but cause
greater loss at the design point.

The three-dimensional interaction of radial flow and clearance leakage flow in hub corner stall is
further discussed in Figure 11. The black streamline in the figure represents the radial vortex of the
stall, and the yellow streamline represents the clearance leakage. In order to describe the existence of
vortices, this paper selects the criterion of vortices i.e., Q criterion as the basis of identifying vortices.
It is worth mentioning that the Q criterion proposed by Hunt et al. in 1988 is used as a criterion for
vortex prediction. The value of the relative helicity is illustrated with variance in color. In this paper,
Q = 50000 s−2. The interaction of vortices mentioned in the previous literature can be seen in Figure 11.

Figure 12 shows the reason why different clearance positions have different effects on the hub
corner stall control. The main reason for corner separation/stall is that the low energy fluid in the
boundary layer cannot resist the transverse pressure gradient in the flow passage and accumulate at
the suction surface. With the decrease of the flow rate, the axial momentum of the low-energy fluid
weakens. There will be backflow once the fluid cannot resist the reverse pressure gradient of the flow
direction. The radial development of backflow forms the radial vortex of hub corner stall, which is like
a tornado. The purpose of gap control technology is to strengthen the low-energy fluid in order to
resist the transverse and reverse pressure gradient. Therefore, the difference in clearance control effect
on different positions depends on the leakage momentum of clearance. The product of velocity and
density of clearance leakage is defined as leakage momentum. In Figure 12, it can be seen that the
leakage momentum increases gradually as the clearance moves forward and reaches its maximum
in Case 3, and Case 4 has the least momentum. This explains the relationship between the clearance
position and the control effect.

The radial parameter distribution of the stator is obtained by averaging the numerical simulation
results in the circumferential direction as shown in Figures 13 and 14. In order to further analyze the
influence of the clearance on the compressor performance. Figure 13a shows the near stall point. It can
be seen that Case 3 can effectively reduce the static entropy at the blade root. The static entropy is larger
because the fluid of case 1 is drawn toward the suction surface. For Case 2 and Case 4, the leakage
flow vortex breaks the radial stall vortex. Consequently, the static entropy caused by the broken vortex
is higher than that of the baseline stator at a 30% blade span. From 30% to 50% blade span, the static
entropy decreases. This shows that the clearance can effectively control the radial development of stall
vortex. In addition to the control effect at the near stall point, the control effect at the design point
is also very important in the passive control. In Figure 13b, it can be seen that all the clearance will
increase the static entropy of the flow field under 10% blade height. However, except case 1, the rest
cases have little effect on the static entropy at the blade root. This kind of local clearance control has
the least damage to the design point in comparison with the uniform clearance.
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Figure 12. Momentum of the leakage flow.

The major effect of hub corner stall is that the stall fluid blocks the flow passage and reduces the
flow capacity of the compressor. Therefore, this paper uses axial AVD to measure the flow capacity at
the outlet. In addition to Case 4, other cases have little effect on AVD at the design point. At the near
stall point, Case 3 can effectively increase AVD and the capacity of the flow passage. This is consistent
with the previous static entropy contour in Figure 10. Thus, it is concluded that Case 3 can improve
the hub corner stall near the stall point and has the least impact on the flow field performance at the
design point.
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3.3. Influence of Partial Clearance on Compressor Performance

At 0.6 N, the back pressure of the baseline compressor is gradually increased considering the
complete convergence solution of each step as the initial field. The last convergent solution before
divergence is taken as the near stall point. In this manner, the baseline compressor and the pressure
ratio-efficiency characteristic lines under different clearances are obtained as shown in Figure 15.
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Here, the efficiency means isentropic efficiency, which is defined as

η∗is =
π∗

k−1
k − 1
θ∗ − 1

(3)

where π∗ is total to total pressure ratio and θ∗ is total to total temperature ratio. k = 1.4 for air.
For different clearances, the blockage flow rate of the compressor is almost the same. However,

the mass flow point at surge boundary moves to the left continuously as the clearance position of the
stator partial clearance moves forward. Consequently, the stall margin is increasing. The formula used
in this paper is

SM = (
π∗s
ms
×

m0

π∗0
− 1) × 100% (4)

The compressor margin is shown in Table 3. It can be seen that partial clearance can improve
the stall margin of the compressor under lower operating conditions. However, the efficiency of the
working point decreases rapidly as the position of the clearance moves toward the leading edge. It
can be said that Case 3 obtains a higher margin with a reduction in the efficiency of the design point.
Therefore, the performance of Case 3 is the best.

Table 3. The compressor surge margin for all the cases.

ORI CASE 1 CASE 2 CASE 3 CASE 4

Margin 25.4% 26.6% 28.3% 30% 34.4%

4. Discussion and Conclusions

The 1.5-stage axial compressor is numerically simulated. The stall mechanism and the effect of
stator clearance at low operating conditions (0.6 N) are concluded as follows:

In this paper, the stalled mechanism of the compressor at low speed is not the breakdown or
overflow of clearance leakage with the reduction inflow. The leakage flow in the main leakage area of
the compressor gradually approaches the leading edge of the adjacent rotor. The dissipation position
of the clearance leakage vortex moves forward gradually, under the action of the reverse pressure
gradient. The secondary leakage area disappears. At the near stall point, the main flow at the top of
the blade flows back, leading to a compressor stall.

The stator clearance is an effective passive control method for hub corner stall. The stall margin
can be broadened at low speed in real compressors using this technique. The rotating stall of the
compressor is caused by the deterioration of flow field at the tip of the rotor blade at low speed. There
are two factors affecting the tip of the rotor at low speed, one is the tip clearance leakage vortex, the
other is the radial vortex of the suction surface at the trailing edge. They interact at the rotor tip and
block the flow path, which causes the rotating stall. However, the flow field of the stator will affect
the compressor. The radial development of stall vortices in the corner is inhibited by the leakage
flow generated in the partial clearance, and the flow field of the stator are improved, which affects
the upstream rotor. The incidence of rotor root decreases. It keeps the radial vortex from moving to
the rotor tip. Therefore, the compressor margin increases. At the same time, the reasonable choice of
clearance position can restrain the radial development of stall vortex near stall point with minimum
loss in the efficiency of the compressor at the design point.

The effect of different positions of clearance is different in the flow field control. As the position of
clearance moves forward, the leakage flow caused by partial clearance increases until it reaches the
maximum at the mid clearance. After mid-point, the further movement in the position of clearance
decreases the leakage momentum. When the clearance is close to the vortex core of the separation
vortex on the suction surface, the stall control effect is the best at the hub corner.
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Abbreviations

ML Main Leakage
SL Secondary Leakage
RV Radial Vortex
Cp Pressure coefficient
LV Leakage Vortex
AVD Average Velocity Density
SS Suction Side
PS Pressure Side
LE Leading Edge
TE Trailing Edge
N Node
C Chord Length
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