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Abstract: The quality of internal air is one of the factors that affect the pace and quality of knowledge
acquisition. Therefore, it is important that classrooms have high quality of air. Using computer
simulation, the effect of various building ventilation variants on air quality in classrooms was
analyzed. Two criteria were analyzed and six variants of ventilation. The analysis was carried
out using the CONTAMW program, used for multi-zone analysis of ventilation and air quality in
a building. As an indicator of air quality, the concentration of carbon dioxide in school halls was
adopted. The analyses show that natural ventilation is not able to provide proper air exchange.
Regular airing of classrooms during breaks can reduce the carbon dioxide concentration to 2500 ppm,
however, there is a significant reduction in indoor temperature (even below 10 ◦C). The best control
over the internal environment can be obtained by using a supply–exhaust ventilation system with
heat recovery. Obtaining a higher stabilization of ventilation is achieved by supplying additional
energy to drive fans, however, this is only a small amount of energy compared to the cost of heat for
heating the building (maximum 2%).
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1. Introduction

The quality of internal air is one of the factors that affect the pace and quality of knowledge
acquisition. Therefore, it is important that classrooms have high quality of air [1–5].

The problem of internal air quality has gained significance along with changes in construction
technology and interior furnishings. Tight windows are on the one hand very desirable for energy-saving
reasons, but on the other hand they limit the inflow of external air, often below the minimum hygienic
level. Modern, tight windows limit the natural exchange of air and in tightly sealed buildings
with insufficient ventilation, pollutants from carpets, furniture, and cleaning agents accumulate.
Through open windows and gaps in the walls external pollution (car exhaust, pollen) gets into the
building. Increasingly, medicine links symptoms (headache, fatigue, drowsiness, irritation of the eyes
and nose, dry throat, nausea, inability to focus) not only with viruses and bacteria, but also with the
factors that occur in a given environment. Research into health effects related to indoor air pollution
has become more and more important in recent years [1,6].

In Poland, the indoor environmental quality requirements specified for educational buildings
are contained in the Polish standard PN-EN 13779:2008 [7]. According to the standard, the following
climate comforts have the most important impact: air temperature, air humidity, physical and biological
quality of air, and CO2 concentration [8].
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According to Smedje et al. [9] half of the students say their mental work is worse due to poor air
quality. Other authors drew similar conclusions [10,11]. Jędrzejewska-Ścibak [12] reports that 1% of
school-age children suffer from chronic respiratory diseases, i.e., as many as 70,000. In closed rooms,
most of the pollutants are natural gases produced by humans and volatile organic compounds from
the furnishing of rooms, as well as bacteria and fungi.

Educational buildings are characterized by the significant density of people staying in a single
room (the only source of CO2). This situation makes it particularly important to provide pupils with
appropriate conditions [12–14]. Administrators of educational buildings attach importance only to the
temperature and cost of heating the teaching rooms compliant with the standards, without focusing on
other parameters of air quality defined by the Polish Standard PN-EN 13779:2008 [7]. Therefore, most of
the thermo-modernization works aimed at reducing the costs of educational building use are limited
only to improving the insulation of external partitions, replacing windows with energy-efficient ones,
and increasing the insulation layer of external walls. Increasing the tightness of rooms affects the
operation of the ventilation system, which reduces heat loss through ventilation and reduces the
heating costs of the building, however, it causes too little air exchange and results in a significant
deterioration of air quality in the teaching rooms [15–17].

Analyses of the variations in CO2 concentration under different ventilation systems are also
presented in other publications [18–20].

Analyzing the ventilation in educational buildings concerns maintaining the required parameters
in accordance with the indoor air used for large groups of people resident, in accordance with PN EN
13779:2008 [7], in particular the three basic parameters of indoor air:

• carbon dioxide concentration. World Health Organization (WHO)—1000 ppm [21],
• air temperature, which according to the norm [7] in the winter season is 20–22 ◦C, and in the

summer 24–26 ◦C,
• indoor air humidity, in summer the recommended relative humidity is 30%–50%, and in winter

45%–60% [7].

Taking into account the above recommendations, tests were carried out to determine the ventilation
parameters of the teaching rooms, which guarantee comfort in these rooms.

The aim of the article was to analyze various ventilation systems with regard to the quality of
indoor air in educational buildings. More specifically, the aim of the research was to determine the
value of ventilation airflow and distribution of carbon dioxide in classrooms. The analyzed classes
had different insolation and were located on different floors. The article presents an estimate of the
ventilation costs of an exemplary classroom depending on the ventilation system. The cost of heating
the air stream for the analyzed school is given (for a given climate zone)—the operating cost and the
investment cost. This work was performed to aid the decision of selecting a ventilation system for
a particular school. It can also be a model for other educational buildings.

2. Materials and Methods

Using computer simulation, the effect of various building ventilation variants on air quality in
classrooms was analyzed. The analyses were carried out using the CONTAMW program, used for
multi-zone analysis of ventilation and air quality in the building [22]. As an indicator of air quality,
the concentration of carbon dioxide in school halls was adopted.

For the study, a three-story building, a separate house, which was inaugurated in the 1960s was
selected. The building had not been subjected to any reconstruction either in the area of thermal
protection of the building’s structure, or in the replacement of window frames.

Output data for calculations:

• location of the building: Wroclaw,
• temperature: −18 ◦C,
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• relative humidity: 100%,
• computational parameters of the internal air: +20 ◦C.

The analyses were carried out using the CONTAMW program. The program is used to determine
the indoor air quality performance of buildings before they were constructed and occupied, to investigate
the impacts of various design decisions related to ventilation systems and building material selection,
to evaluate indoor air quality control technologies, and to assess the indoor air quality performance
of existing buildings. Predicted contaminant concentrations can also be used to estimate personal
exposure based on occupancy patterns.

Model Implementation

The experimental simulation model was created using CONTAM’s model editor ContamW. It offers
a wide variety of tools for implementing a simulation model. Figure 1 portrays this editor. It consists
of a single window, containing a large sketchpad area, toolbar, and a status bar. The simulation model
is drawn on the sketchpad by using the tools selected from the toolbar. The most important tools
available include walls and boxes for drawing floorplan layouts, ducts for designing ductworks and
air handling systems, and controls for attaching an adjustable control signal to various elements to
control their behavior during simulation.
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Figure 1. ContamW graphical simulation model editor. The experimental simulation model depicts a
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The adopted two criteria [23] were as follows:

I. the concentration of carbon dioxide during the lesson (net) on average in classrooms throughout
the heating season for a 50% air distribution should not exceed 1000 ppm;
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II. the average concentration of carbon dioxide during the lesson on average in classrooms in the
all heating season for a 90% air distribution should not be higher 1200 ppm.

The calculations were carried out on the school model (see Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Analyzed school building. Arrangement of rooms on the level.

It is a compact, cuboidal, 3-storey building (3.5 m level) with a basement level (floor level of
ground level 2.5 m), with a 4 m wide corridor with two-sided enclosed classrooms and recreational
halls on each floor. The main entrance is from the east side of the building.

Six variants of the building ventilation were analyzed:

A: stack ventilation system; building before replacing windows (window tightness ratio
a = 1.0 m3/(mhPa0.67—old windows without gaskets);

B: stack ventilation system; building after replacing windows (window tightness coefficient
a = 0.2 m3/(mhPa0.67—new windows with a system of unsealing);

C: stack ventilation system, building after replacing windows as in option B, classrooms are
additionally ventilated during breaks by opening a window with dimensions of 0.8 m × 1.4 m,
in other rooms windows are closed;

D: stack ventilation system, building after replacing windows as in option B, windows of all rooms
are equipped with roof fan, rooms are ventilated during breaks, in other rooms windows are
closed; between 17:00–7:00 and on days off from work, the baffles are closed to 20% of capacity;

E: mechanical exhaust ventilation system, windows are equipped with roof fan, which operate
as in option D, stack ventilation ducts in classrooms and in toilets are equipped with constant
flow fans: rooms 470 m3/h, toilets 360 m3/h; the fans operate on working days from 8:00 to 16:30,
and the gravitational ventilation works for the remaining time;

F: mechanical ventilation system for supply and exhaust, rooms are equipped with individual air
handling units with heat recovery; the units operate between 8:00–16:30 on variable air flow
controlled by CO2 concentration, while for the remaining time the gravitational ventilation works.

The calculations were carried out for the entire heating season including the so-called average
weather conditions (October to April) taking into account breaks in learning and the daily variation
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of the room loads. It was assumed that people do a light job when sitting with about 13 dm3/h of
carbon dioxide emission [24,25]. The carbon dioxide background in the external air was assumed to be
400 ppm [26,27] and the temperature of the inside air 20 ◦C [28].

3. Results and Discussion

As a result of the calculations carried out, results of the values of ventilation air streams in each
zone and the distribution of carbon dioxide concentration in the classrooms were obtained. In buildings
with natural ventilation, the air exchange is very diverse. The air flow caused by wind force and heat
displacement depends on the location of the rooms depending on the geographical side and levels [29].
The rooms on the third floor with a western exposure are characterized by the largest air exchange.
In turn, the smallest airflow occurs in the rooms on the end floor with eastern exposure (Figure 3).
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The obtained variability average in the heating season (from October to April) of the amount of
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A varied air exchange is reflected in the concentration of pollutants in the rooms. The course of
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Table 1. Amount of ventilation air changes in the school.

Variant A B C D E F

Amount of exchanges,
n/h−1

(fresh air flow on
person, m3/h)

Working days from 8:00 to 16:30

Classrooms 1.0 (6.1) 0.3 (1.8) 0.8 (4.9) 1.6 (9.8) 2.6 (15.4) 1.7 (10.4)

WC 1.1 0.2 0.2 2.0 3.1 2.4

Other rooms 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.5

Average in the
entire building 1.0 0.3 0.4 1.4 2.1 1.5

Working days from 16:30 to 8:00
Days are free from 0:00 to 24:00

Time with no people in the building

Classrooms 0.9 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.3

WC 1.0 0.2 0.2 0.6 0.6 0.4

Other rooms 0.8 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3

Average in the
entire building 0.9 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.5 0.3
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Case A shows the status of the school before upgrading windows and to the modernization
of the ventilation system. Air exchange at the level of 1.0 h−1 provides poor air quality, at which
the concentration of carbon dioxide exceeds 3000 ppm (at the average value of 1640 ppm) as in
the literature.

On the one hand, replacement of window frames improves the energy consumption of a building
(variant B), the other five, however, with reduced coefficient of tightness of windows resulted in
a significant deterioration of air quality in the classrooms. The CO2 concentration on average reaches
2800 ppm, reaching up to 6000 ppm at the top (see Figure 4).

Such an increase in CO2 concentration is caused by very low air exchange with windows with
a much better heat transfer coefficient, but unfortunately too tight.

The situation is slightly improved by airing the classrooms during breaks (option C), the average
exchange of external air in school halls increases then from 0.3 to 0.8 h−1. However, it should
be remembered that the use of ventilation requires a lot of discipline, and in practice it is done
very irregularly.

The stream of external air, obtained during the airing time of about 10 h−1, causes in periods of
low values of outside temperature significant lowering of the internal temperature, even below 10 ◦C,
which may be a source of great discomfort in the initial periods of the lesson. In practice, intermediate
levels between variant B and C are used in schools. For this reason, the replacement of windows
should be accompanied by the modernization of the ventilation system.

The cheapest way is the use of window pressure air intakes [30,31]. In the case when the
window tightness (Uw = 0.1 W/m2K) a is within 0.5–1.0 m3/(mhdPa0.67), i.e., 0.11–0.21 m3/(mhPa0.67),
the Polish standard PN-83/B-03430/Az3:2000 [28] allows air to be supplied only through windows.
However, because this ventilation proved to be insufficient, it was checked how additional unsealing
of windows, through the use of diffusers, would improve the air quality. The air quality criterion in
this case was not met, even with weathering of the rooms. Such a system improved air exchange by
almost four times as compared to the windows sealed (see Table 1), however, it is still insufficient.

Installation of roof fans at the outlet of stack ventilation ducts (option E) is the easiest (least invasive)
way to introduce mechanical ventilation in an existing building [32,33]. Air exchange in classrooms on
average at the level of 2.6 h−1 gives an air flow per student within 15 m3/h. It is slightly lower than the
normal value (20 m3/h) [28] but sufficient to maintain good air quality. Window leakage, through the
use of ventilators, improves air quality. The air quality criterion in this case was not met, even with
weathering of the rooms.

The mechanical ventilation system used allowed the required internal air quality to be obtained.
It was relatively easy to make, but there are some flaws in it. Unsealing of the window casing may cause
an increase in noise penetrating into the rooms and allow the inflow of dust pollution. One should also
take into account the possibility of local draughts caused by the direct influx of cold air into the school
rooms [34,35].

The solution offering the greatest control over the environment is the use of mechanical ventilation.
Such a system allows for effective air filtration and the use of heat recovery from the removed
air, which has a positive effect on reducing heat consumption. Because this school is an existing
school, individual systems were proposed with the use of compact air handling units, with positive
displacement of air (variant F) with the efficiency controlled by the concentration of carbon dioxide.
The introduction of a system that takes into account variable room loads is a source of additional
energy savings [35–37]. We are here talking about ventilation system DCV (Demand Controlled
Ventilation). Such a system guarantees constant coverage of the demand for fresh air, with minimal
energy consumption.

The average distribution of carbon dioxide concentration in classrooms for all the discussed
ventilation options is shown in Figure 5.
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Because the rooms are characterized by variable load during the day, the use of mechanical
ventilation with a variable air stream gave good results and allowed the average supply air stream to
be reduced (see Table 1), while maintaining the same high air quality as in the E variant.

The cost of heating the air stream for the analyzed school-operating costs and the cost of equipment
purchase are presented in Table 2.

Table 2. The cost of heating the air stream for the analyzed school.

Variant Unit A B C D E F

Amount of exchanges n/h−1 1.0 0.3 0.8 1.6 2.6 1.7
Cubature of the room m3 140 137 141 141 136 140

Air stream m3/h 140 41 113 225 354 238
Energy demand max MJ 7405.44 2168.74 5977.25 11,901.6 18,725.18 12,589.25

Energy demand
average MJ 4741.43 1388.56 3827.01 7620.16 11,989.05 8060.43

Cost max EU 222.16 65.06 179.32 357.05 561.76 377.68
Cost average EU 142.24 41.66 114.81 228.60 359.67 241.81

Investment cost EU 0 0 0 60 160 1500

The calculations were made with the assumption of 30 EU for 1 GJ [38] and assuming a maximum
temperature difference of 38 ◦C and an average temperature difference of 24.33 ◦C [39]. Under normal
conditions, the average costs should be accepted. The maximum costs occur rarely and they are
momentary. Caring for the quality of internal air has always been associated with additional
financial expenses.

4. Conclusions

The analyses from the simulation show that natural ventilation is not able to provide proper air
exchange. Even with leaky old-type windows, the concentration of carbon dioxide exceeds 1000 ppm
(PN-EN 13779:2008). The installation of sealed windows causes the air exchange to become abnormally
low (n = 0.3 h−1). Also, the use of windbreakers does not improve the situation to the necessary degree.
Regular airing of classrooms during breaks can reduce the carbon dioxide concentration to 2500 ppm,
however, there is a significant reduction in indoor temperature (even below 10 ◦C).

Only the use of exhaust fans with the simultaneous use of window ventilators allows the
concentration of carbon dioxide to be kept at an average level of 1000 ppm (PN-EN 13779:2008).
Admittedly, obtaining a higher stabilization of ventilation is achieved by supplying additional
energy to drive fans, however, this is a small amount compared to the cost of heat for heating the
building (maximum 2%). The best control over the internal environment can be obtained by using
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a supply–exhaust ventilation system with heat recovery. The use of positive airflow creates an
additional opportunity to improve the air cleanliness in the students’ breathing zone.

Achieving effective ventilation in educational buildings is not easy. As shown in the above
analyses in the coductance of modernization works and in newly built buildings, it is advisable to
install supply–exhaust ventilation with heat recovery. At the same time, the costs associated with this
undertaking should be taken into account. Taking into consideration the potential health effects and
deterioration of mental work caused by bad ventilation, adaption of educational buildings should be
a necessary and worthwhile investment.
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325-99-02. Available online: https://www.zlawies.pl/plik,24214,porownanie-cen-nosnikow.pdf (accessed on
10 June 2019).

39. Pogoda. Available online: https://freemeteo.pl/pogoda/?language=polish&country=poland (accessed on 10 June 2019).

© 2019 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access
article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

RETRACTED

http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/ijerph15122720
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30513907
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/en11082166
https://www.zlawies.pl/plik,24214,porownanie-cen-nosnikow.pdf
https://freemeteo.pl/pogoda/?language=polish&country=poland
http://creativecommons.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Results and Discussion 
	Conclusions 
	References

