
 

 

 

Figure S1. Bar chart showing mean monthly numbers of patients undergoing elective cataract surgery performed 
between January 2019 and May 2021. Green line represents % change in number for a given month vs. 
corresponding month in 2019 with reference on the right axis (e.g. -48.2% for Nov 2020 means that number of 
operated patients was 48.2% lower than in Nov 2019) (raw data and sensitivity analysis in Table S2). 

Notes: According to the contract with the National Health Trust the mean of 200 cataract surgeries per 
month should be performed in the Ophthalmology Department of the Medical University of 
Bialystok. On top of that additional surgeries performed in afternoons and on weekends were allowed 
and covered in (usually in April, May and June as in 2019). In 2016-2019 these terms were respected. 
However, during the pandemic the surgical volume did not reach even 200 procedures per month so 
the additional surgeries were not performed at all. 

 

 


