Molecules 2000, 5, 712-713

molecules
ISSN 1420-3049
http://www.mdpi.org

Book Review
Agrochemicals: Composition, Production, Toxicology,
Applications. Edited by Franz Müller (franzmueller@bluewin.ch).
Wiley-VCH:Weinheim. 1999. XV+1031pp. Hardcover. DM 698.
ISBN 3-527-29852-5
Shu-Kun Lin
Molecular Diversity Preservation International (MDPI), Saengergasse 25, CH-4054 Basel, Switzerland
Tel.: +41 79 322 3379, Fax: +41 61 302 8918, E-mail: lin@mdpi.org, URL: http://www.mdpi.org/lin/
Received: 25 March 2000 / Published: 25 May 2000

This book is a valuable source of information for those involved in modern agricultural practices.
The reader will find not only fast answers to both general and specific questions, but also access to the
broader and updated literature [1].
The high standard of today's agricultural practices in western countries can be attributed to the great
advances achieved in agricultural sciences since the Second World War. This has led to a better understanding of plant physiology and the interaction between plants and their natural cohabitants, the latter
of which can be direct competitors for the available nutrients and space, or pathogenic intruders of
plants (fungi, nematodes, insects, rodents).
This book presents an overview of all aspects of modern agricultural practice. Beginning with a
concise historic overview of modern trends in agriculture, it leads into chapters dealing with fertilizers,
herbicides, fungicides, insecticides, acaricides, nematocides, rodenticides, molluscicides, plant growth
regulators, and biological control agents. In each chapter, the corresponding practical and theoretical
aspects are discussed, and each entry is accompanied by its chemical structure, physical properties,
synthesis, agricultural use, trade names, toxicology, and its ecological significance.
Brief Contents: Introduction/ Plant Growth: Fertilizers, Plant Growth Regulators/ Plant and Crop
Protection: Acaricides, Fungicides, Insecticides, Molluscicides, Nematicides, Rodenticides, Weed
Control, Biological Control.
This book is based on the relevant chapters in the most recent edition of Ullmann's Encyclopedia of
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Industrial Chemistry [2].
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I have adapted related messages from http://www.wiley-vch.de/ website regarding this book.
For a book review regarding the CD-ROM version of the complete Ullmann's Encyclopedia, see:
Molecules, 1999, 4, 368-370.
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