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Message from the Guest Editors

Land use and land cover (LULC) information underpins our
understanding of the earth, and our impact on it. While
o/en referred to interchangeably, land use and cover are
two distinct concepts. Land cover refers to the physical
surface of the earth, while land use refers to the purpose to
which the land is committed. Whilst distinct, the two
components of land information are intrinsically linked,
and can be mapped and analyzed both separately and
together in order to highlight linkages between land use,
cover and management, as well as land transition.

LULC data support policy making, strategic planning, and
monitoring, with an increasing focus on climate change
and sustainability. LULC change plays a critical role in the
global cycle of greenhouse gases. Given the applied nature
of LULC information, and the increasing need for research
methodologies to be translated and applied in
governmental policy and decision making, it is critical to
evaluate the reliability of such data (and the means and
technologies used to create it) in order to ensure that
strong evidence-based decisions are made.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Land is the only open access journal covering all aspects of
land science, and it is a pioneering platform for publishing
on land system science. Our editorial board is comprised of
eminent scholars. We publish high quality research on
societally relevant, emerging and innovative topics and
results in land system research. It is now one of the top
land journals with a significant impact factor, and has a
goal to become the best journal in land in the coming
years. I strongly recommend Land for your best research
publications for a fast dissemination of your research.
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