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Abstract: The accurate assessment of peanut seed plumpness is crucial for optimizing peanut pro-
duction and quality. The current method is mainly manual and visual inspection, which is very
time-consuming and causes seed deterioration. A novel imaging technique is used to enhance the
detection of peanut seed fullness using a non-destructive soft X-ray, which is suitable for the analysis
of the surface or a thin layer of a material. The overall grayscale of the peanut is similar to the
background, and the edge of the peanut seed is blurred. The inaccuracy of peanut overall and peanut
seed segmentation leads to low accuracy of seed plumpness detection. To improve accuracy in
detecting the fullness of peanut seeds, a seed plumpness detection method based on level set and
multi-threshold segmentation was proposed for peanut images. Firstly, the level set algorithm is
used to extract the overall contour of peanuts. Secondly, the obtained binary image is processed
by morphology to obtain the peanut pods (the peanut overall). Then, the multi-threshold OTSU
algorithm is used for threshold segmentation. The threshold is selected to extract the peanut seed
part. Finally, morphology is used to complete the cavity to achieve the segmentation of the peanut
seed. Compared with optimization algorithms, in the segmentation of the peanut pods, average
random index (RI), global consistency error (GCE) and variation of information (VI) were increased
by 10.12% and decreased by 0.53% and 24.11%, respectively. Compared with existing algorithms,
in the segmentation of the peanut seed, the average RI, VI and GCE were increased by 18.32% and
decreased by 9.14% and 6.11%, respectively. The proposed method is stable, accurate and can meet
the requirements of peanut image plumpness detection. It provides a feasible technical means and
reference for scientific experimental breeding and testing grading service pricing.

Keywords: peanut seed plumpness detection; soft X-ray; segmentation algorithm; image detection;
level set

1. Introduction

Plant seeds are important to agricultural production. It is essential to ensure the
integrity and fullness of peanut seeds, as these qualities directly affect the germination
percentage of the seeds and the quality of the harvest. Plumpness is an important index re-
flecting the vigor and potential productivity of the peanut seed [1]. However, the detection
of peanut fullness mainly relies on manual shell cracking and visually inspecting the seeds.
This method is simple but time-consuming and can cause peanut seed deterioration due to
exposure to air. Hence, a fast, accurate and automated method for detecting the fullness of
seeds occupying the peanut overall is desirable.

To address these challenges, our research employs a soft X-ray imaging technique.
This non-destructive method allows for the internal inspection of seeds without causing
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damage, thereby preserving the vigor and potential productivity of the peanut seed [2–4].
It is also recommended by the International Association for Seed Testing (ISTA) for seed
quality testing [5]. Pearson et al. successfully used X-ray imaging to detect insect-damaged
sunflower seeds in the internal tissues [6]. Bianchini et al. used X-ray imaging technology
to process the image with ROI and mean gray value to investigate internal tissues [7].
Medeiros et al. evaluated the potential of deep learning models based on convolutional
neural networks (CNNs) in monitoring the quality of sea cabbage seeds using X-ray
images [8]. The germination of healthy seeds was not affected by X-ray irradiation [9].
Therefore, internal research can be carried out without damage to the peanut image by
X-ray. When processing the collected X-ray images, the main method is needed to segment
peanut seed(s) from their shell and the background of the image. In many cases, the overall
grayscale of the peanut is similar to the background, and the edge of the peanut shell
and seed(s) is blurred. These can affect the results of the segmentation and lead to a low
detection accuracy of the contour of peanut seeds. Luo et al. proposed a method that
extracted the target region by threshold value and level set after manually extracting the
region of interest [10]. When the target boundary is not obvious, the result is misclassified.
Rehman et al. reported that the segmentation of CT image data is based on regional
level set technology [11]. The target in the image has a clear edge, so the method is not
applicable to the peanut image by X-ray. Feng et al. performed a method combining CNN
and level set to segment the target part of the magnetic resonance image [12]. Neural
network training requires a large amount of data, and too much time is required to prepare
data, set experimental parameters and adjust model structure. Multi-threshold OTSU and
Improved GWO can be used to extract target parts from images with similar pixel colors [13].
Multi-threshold OTSU and Improved ACO were used in X-ray image segmentation by
Qin et al. [14]. Multi-threshold Otsu and Improved PSO are combined for segmentation by
Wang et al. [15]. Therefore, multi-threshold OTSU is suitable for gray image segmentation.

A new method for detecting the kernel plumpness of peanut X-ray images based on
level set [12] and multi-threshold segmentation was proposed (LSA-MOTSU). The level
set algorithm is used to extract the overall contour of peanuts. The multi-threshold OTSU
algorithm [13] is used for threshold segmentation. The threshold is selected to extract
peanut seeds. Morphology is used to fill holes in the image. The aims of this research
were as follows: (1) to achieve the segmentation of peanut seeds and peanut pods, (2) to
propose a stable, accurate method for detecting kernel plumpness of peanut, (3) to provide
a feasible technical means and reference for grading, scientific experimental breeding and
estimating kernel weight.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. The Principle of Image Segmentation

Capture of peanut lossless imaging is shown in Figure 1. Figure 1a shows the soft X-ray
imaging system used for this study, which consists of an X-ray tube (XTFTM-5011, Oxford
Instruments, X-ray Technologies, Inc., Scotts Valley, CA, USA), a solid-state digital X-ray
camera (Shad-o-BoxTM 2048, Rad-Icon, Inc., Milpitas, CA, USA), a digital frame grabber
(Imagenation® PXD 1000, Imagenation Corp., Minneapolis, MN, USA), a data acquisition
and control card (Omega® DAQ 801 OM, Omega Engineering, Inc., Norwalk, CT, USA)
and a personal computer with ShadoCam software Version 3.0.2 (Rad-icon Imaging, Corp.,
Milpitas, CA, USA). Figure 1b shows the capture of a peanut image.

The plumpness of the peanut was calculated from the collected X-ray images (Figure 2).
Each image’s acquisition time is 2 s. However, the grayscale of the peanut shell in the
images was light gray with low contrast to the background. The boundary of the peanut
pod was often fuzzy, which led to errors in image segmentation for the peanut pod against
the background.
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Figure 2. X-ray image of a peanut pod.

In this study, a level set algorithm [16] was used to extract the overall contour
of the peanut in an image. Then, a binary image was obtained and used to segment
the peanut pod against the background using a morphology algorithm. After that, the
multi-threshold OTSU algorithm [17] is used to find thresholds to extract peanut seed(s).
The multi-threshold segmentation algorithm performs segmentation based on multiple
thresholds generated by pixel value classification. As the edge and inner grayscale of the
peanut seed(s) in X-ray images are not uniform, the extracted peanut pod image might have
holes. A morphology algorithm was used to fill the holes and receive the images for seeds
and the shell. The proposed method is stable and accurate. It satisfies the requirements of
peanut image plumpness detection.

It provides a feasible technical means and reference for grading, scientific experimen-
tal breeding and estimating seed weight. Figure 3 shows the proposed framework for
image segmentation.
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2.2. Level Set Algorithm

It is difficult to find a precise surface to calculate the surrounding object. The level
set algorithm (LSA) was proposed by Osher and Sethian in 1988 to model the changing
shape of a flame based on thermodynamic equations [16]. Topological complexity and
variations in moving frontiers can be handled naturally by treating the surface as a level
set. LSA represents a closed plane curve as a continuous functional surface implicitly [1].
The advantage of LSA is the evolution of curves and surfaces can be calculated in a fixed
coordinate system without knowing the exact parameters of the curves and surfaces [18]. It
is advantageous for processing images with weak edge features. It describes the evolution
curve of curvature correlation rate effectively based on gradient invariance [19,20]. Figure 4
shows the evolution of the LSA. Different colors represent different depths in the 3D surface
image A in Figure 4a. When the surface a intersects the plane z = −3, the outline of the
intersecting surface is obtained by level set in Figure 4c.
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The closed curve is defined as a two-dimensional level set function, s(x, y).

C = {(x, y), s(x, y) = c} (1)

After introducing the time variable t, the curve C(t) changing with time t, is obtained.

C(t) = {(x, y), s(x, y, t) = c} (2)

The derivative of the time-varying level set function s(x, y, t) = 0 with respect to t is
shown in Equation (3).

ds
dt

=
∂s
∂t

+∇s·∂(x, y)
∂t

= 0 (3)

Briefly describe ∂(x,y)
∂t , as in Equation (4).

∂(x, y)
∂t

=
∂C
∂t

= V (4)

The evolution formula of the curve is Equation (5).

∂s
∂t

= −∇s·∂(x, y)
∂t

= −|∇s| ∇s
|∇s| ·V = |∇s|N·V = β|∇s| (5)

β = N·V (6)

where V represents movement speed of normal direction, N is taken as a negative sign,
β represents moving velocity component of normal direction.

When s(x, y) is less than 0, (x, y) is inside the curve C(t). When s(x, y) is greater than 0,
(x, y) is outside the curve C(t). And when s(x, y) is equal to 0, (x, y) is on the curve C(t).

In an X-ray image, the contour of the peanut pod is continuously closed. And there is
a slight grayscale difference between the contour and the background. The gray-level distri-



Agriculture 2024, 14, 765 5 of 16

bution inside the peanut pod is uneven, so it is difficult to use the threshold segmentation
method to separate the peanut pods from the background. Hence, the level set algorithm is
selected to extract the peanut contour.

2.3. OTSU Multi-Threshold Algorithm

The OTSU algorithm is an excellent, and the most frequently used, image threshold
segmentation method. It is simple and not affected by the brightness and contrast of the
image. But the original OTSU method uses a single threshold for segmentation. With one
threshold, an image is divided into two classes. Any other details will no longer be distin-
guished. However, in many practical cases, this cannot satisfy the actual requirements. The
results need to be further divided. The multi-threshold OTSU method is used to segment
multiple classes at one time. Assuming there are m classes to be classified in an image X and
the gray level is L, then, there are m− 1 thresholds, k1, · · · , kn, · · · , km−1, which are used to
divide the image X into m classes. These classes are represented as C0 = {0, 1, · · · , k1}, · · · ,
Cn = {kn + 1, kn + 2, · · · , kn+1}, · · · , Cm = {km + 1, km + 2, · · · , L− 1}. The interclass
variance is as follows:

σ = ω0(µ0 − µT)
2 + · · ·+ ωn(µn − µT)

2 + · · ·+ ωm−1(µm−1 − µT)
2 (7)

Among them,

ω0 =
ki

∑
i=0

Pi, · · · , ωn =
kn+1

∑
i=kn+1

Pi, · · · , ωm−1 =
L−1

∑
i=km−1+1

Pi (8)

µ0 =
∑ki

i=0 iPi

ω0
, · · · , µn =

∑
kn+1
i=kn+1 iPi

ωn
, · · · , µ0 =

∑L−1
i=km−1+1 iPi

ωm−1
(9)

N =
L−1

∑
i=0

Ni (10)

µT =
L−1

∑
i=0

iPi (11)

where N is the total number of pixels in the grayscale image, n is the number of pixels in
the same grayscale pixel i, ωi is the probability of the same grayscale pixel and µ is the
pixel mean [21,22].

The thresholds k obtained by Equations (7)–(11) are the expected thresholds when
σ reaches the maximum value. In the peanut X-ray images, the multi-threshold OTSU
algorithm can divide the peanut pods into m classes according to the pixel gray value.
Thus, the peanut seed(s) can be extracted.

2.4. Morphology Algorithm

Due to the similarity in pixel values of the peanut images, the segmented peanut
images undergo the same detailed processing. In mathematics, when an image A is
expanded or corroded by structural element B, they can be represented mathematically in
Equations (12) and (13) [23].

A⊕ B =
{

z
∣∣(B̂)z ∩ A 6= ϕ

}
(12)

A	 B = {z|(B)z ∩ Ac 6= ϕ} (13)

where A is an image, B is a structural element, ⊕ is expansion operation and 	 is
corrosion operation.
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The contour of the peanut pod extracted by LSA has holes, which need to be filled to
obtain the peanut pod. There are small pixels in the multi-threshold OTSU algorithm for
threshold segmentation, so small areas need to be deleted to obtain the peanut seed(s).

Open and closed operations are combined operations of expansion and corrosion.
Image A is corroded by a structural element B and, then, expanded by B. The open operation
is used to smooth the outline of the object, breaking narrow connections and removing
small protrusions.

A·B = (A− B)⊕ B = ∪{(B)z|(B)z ⊆ A} (14)

A closed operation is the result of the image A being expanded by a structural element
B and, then, corroded by B. Closing operations connect narrow gaps to form slender bends
and fill holes smaller than the structural elements.

A · B = (A⊕ B)− B = ∪{(B)z|(B)z
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2.5. Plumpness Calculation Method

The cross-section of the peanut is shown in Figure 5a. It is not feasible to calculate
the peanut plumpness, layer by layer. On the basis of the peanut central axis, the peanut
plumpness was calculated by taking the peanut section of 360 degrees as a circle, as
shown in Figure 5b. The structure of the peanut is relatively symmetric; therefore, peanut
plumpness is the plumpness of the cross-section in the central axis, as shown in Figure 5c.
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Peanut plumpness is defined as the area ratio of the peanut seed(s) to pod. The areas
can be replaced by the total number of pixels of the seed(s) and pod, respectively, as shown
in Equation (16).

η =
s0

s
=

n0

n
(16)

where S0 is the actual area of peanut seed(s), S is the actual area of peanut pod, n0 is the
total number of pixels of peanut seed(s) and n is the total number of pixels of the peanut
pod. η is the peanut plumpness.

2.6. Experiment Design for Image Collection and Method Validation
2.6.1. Experimental Preparation

An X-ray radiograph of the peanut pod was taken using a soft X-ray imaging system.
The peanut seed and peanut pod were segmented by the image processing method. All the
data analysis was performed with the software MATLAB R2010a. The MATLAB software
was run on a laptop with CPU Intel (R) Core (TM) i5-8250 CPU @1.60 GHz 1.80 GHz,
7.89 GB available memory, Windows10 64-bit operating system.

2.6.2. Experimental Comparison Method

There are four mainstream methods used for segmentation at present, such as level set,
level set and OTSU method [24], GWO (grey wolf optimizer) [25], DEGWO (Differential
evolution grey wolf optimizer) [13] and PSO (Particle swarm optimization) [26]. To test the
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effectiveness of the method proposed, level set, GWO, DEGWO and PSO were compared
with the improved level set algorithm based on OTSU and morphology.

To intuitively reflect the segmentation effects of LSA-MOTSU proposed in this paper,
the six algorithms were used to segment 300 peanut images, and the result images were
compared with the manual segmentation.

2.6.3. Artificial Segmentation Method

The peanut images were manually segmented by histogram detection in Adobe
Photoshop CC software. The artificial segmentation method steps are as follows: Firstly,
adjust the gray histogram of the color image, and set target (peanut pod or peanut seeds) to
black. Secondly, open the histogram window, and adjust all channel views. Then, use the
quick selection tool to select the peanut pod. Finally, obtain the pixel value directly from
the software. The same procedure was applied to peanut seeds.

2.6.4. Experimental Assessment Method

The global consistency error (GCE), random index (RI) [27] and variation of informa-
tion (VI) [28] are employed to assess the segmentation results. GCE assesses the consistency
of segmentation relative to a ground truth. A lower GCE indicates fewer inconsisten-
cies and higher segmentation fidelity. RI measures the similarity between the automated
segmentation and the ground truth, accounting for chance agreement. Higher RI values
suggest better accuracy. VI quantifies the amount of information lost or gained in the
segmentation process relative to the true segmentation. Lower VI values indicate less
information loss [29].

GCE is shown below.

E
(
S1, S2, pq

)
=

∣∣R(S1, pq
)
\R
(
S2, pq

)∣∣∣∣R(S1, pq
)∣∣ (17)

GCE(S1, S2) =
1
n

min

{
∑

i
E
(
S1, S2, pq

)
, ∑

i
E
(
S2, S1, pq

)}
(18)

where S1 and S2 represent segmentation result 1 and segmentation result 2, pq represents
the pixel which is a specific query point, R

(
S, pq

)
represents the subset associated with the

query point pq in segmentation S.
RI is shown below.

RI
(
S, S′

)
= 1−

[
1
2

{
∑i

(
∑j nij

)2
+ ∑j

(
∑i nij

)2
}
−∑ ∑ nij

]
(N

2 )
(19)

where n represents the number of pixels, i and j represent labels, ∑i nij represents the
number of points with i in the S, ∑j nij represents the number of points with j in the S′, N
represents the total number of points.

VI is shown below.

VI(C1, C2) = [H(C1)− I(C1, C2)] + [H(C2)− I(C1, C2)] (20)

where C represents clustering, H(C) represents entropy of C, I(C1, C2) represents the
mutual information between C1 and C2.

3. Results
3.1. Image Segmentation

The image segmentation results with LSA-MOTSU are shown in Figure 6.
The peanut segmentation effect images of different methods are shown in Figure 7.
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In the peanut pod part, there was a small difference between the six algorithms,
but there were misjudgment pixels in GWO, DEGWO and PSO. As for the peanut seeds,
LSA-MOTSU was able to completely segment peanut seeds. There were too many mis-
judgment pixels in the segmentation of peanut seeds by the LSA. There were partial
misjudgment pixels in the peanut seed image by LSA-OTSU, GWO and DEGWO methods.
The results of the segmentation of peanut seeds by PSO were more complete, but the
accuracy of LSA-MOTSU was superior to that of PSO.

The result images of artificial segmentation are shown in Figure 8.
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3.2. Experiment of the Peanut Plumpness

The peanut plumpness data results compared with the other five algorithms and
artificial segmentation are shown in Table 1. The peanut pod and seed images are measured
in pixels.

For LSA-MOTSU, although the pixel value of the peanut pod is less than that of
GWO, DEGWO and PSO algorithms, the value of seeds is the closest to that of the artificial
segmentation method.

The pixel value of the peanut pod of GWO, DEGWO and PSO algorithms are close to
the artificial segmentation result. However, the results of peanut seed segmentation based
on these algorithms are quite different from those of artificial segmentation.

Table 2 lists the assessment results of segmentation. The manual segmentation image
is regarded as the gold standard image.

The peanut pod of the level set is over-extracted, resulting in no advantage compared
with GWO, DEGWO and PSO.

As for the peanut pod, compared with LSA, LSA-OTSU, GWO, DEGWO and PSO, the
LSA-MOTSU has the best detection effects in RI and VI.



Agriculture 2024, 14, 765 9 of 16

Agriculture 2024, 14, x FOR PEER REVIEW 9 of 17 
 

 

 

Method LSA-MOTSU LSA-OTSU  LSA DEGWO GWO PSO 

Peanut pod 

      

Peanut seed 

 
   

 
 

Figure 7. Peanut segmentation effect images of different methods. 

In the peanut pod part, there was a small difference between the six algorithms, but 
there were misjudgment pixels in GWO, DEGWO and PSO. As for the peanut seeds, LSA-
MOTSU was able to completely segment peanut seeds. There were too many misjudgment 
pixels in the segmentation of peanut seeds by the LSA. There were partial misjudgment 
pixels in the peanut seed image by LSA-OTSU, GWO and DEGWO methods. The results 
of the segmentation of peanut seeds by PSO were more complete, but the accuracy of LSA-
MOTSU was superior to that of PSO. 

The result images of artificial segmentation are shown in Figure 8. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 8. The result images of artificial segmentation: (a) Image of peanut pod (b) Image of peanut 
seeds. 

3.2. Experiment of the Peanut Plumpness 

Figure 7. Peanut segmentation effect images of different methods.

Agriculture 2024, 14, x FOR PEER REVIEW 9 of 16 
 

 

Peanut seed 

 

   

 

 

Figure 7. Peanut segmentation effect images of different methods. 

In the peanut pod part, there was a small difference between the six algorithms, but 

there were misjudgment pixels in GWO, DEGWO and PSO. As for the peanut seeds, LSA-

MOTSU was able to completely segment peanut seeds. There were too many misjudgment 

pixels in the segmentation of peanut seeds by the LSA. There were partial misjudgment 

pixels in the peanut seed image by LSA-OTSU, GWO and DEGWO methods. The results 

of the segmentation of peanut seeds by PSO were more complete, but the accuracy of LSA-

MOTSU was superior to that of PSO. 

The result images of artificial segmentation are shown in Figure 8. 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 8. The result images of artificial segmentation: (a) Image of peanut pod (b) Image of peanut 

seeds. 

3.2. Experiment of the Peanut Plumpness 

The peanut plumpness data results compared with the other five algorithms and ar-

tificial segmentation are shown in Table 1. The peanut pod and seed images are measured 

in pixels.  

For LSA-MOTSU, although the pixel value of the peanut pod is less than that of 

GWO, DEGWO and PSO algorithms, the value of seeds is the closest to that of the artificial 

segmentation method.  

The pixel value of the peanut pod of GWO, DEGWO and PSO algorithms are close 

to the artificial segmentation result. However, the results of peanut seed segmentation 

based on these algorithms are quite different from those of artificial segmentation. 

Table 1. Comparison of peanut plumpness obtained with different methods. 

Method Peanut Pod Peanut Seed Peanut Plumpness 

LSA-MOTSU 155,721 96,061 0.6160 

LSA-OTSU 155,721 73,491 0.4710 
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DEGWO 163,451 78,671 0.4813 

Figure 8. The result images of artificial segmentation: (a) Image of peanut pod (b) Image of peanut seeds.

For the 5 samples of 25 samples selected, the result image comparison diagram is
shown in Table 3. Results of the peanut pod segmentation of 25 samples are shown in
Table 4. The data with gray background indicates that LSA-MOTSU is more effective than
other algorithms. -- indicates that the data result is equal. Table 4 presents the results of
peanut overall segmentation based on 25 samples using various algorithms. Each column
represents the evaluation metric results for the different algorithms used for segmentation.
Compared to DEGWO, GWO and PSO algorithms, LSA-MOTSU, LSA-OTSU and LSA
consistently demonstrate superior performance along with the highest RI values, signify-
ing better agreement with the ground truth. Results of the peanut seed segmentation
of 25 samples are shown in Table 5. The data with gray background indicates that
LSA-MOTSU is more effective than other algorithms. -- indicates that the data result
is equal. For the color deepening part in these tables, LSA-MOTSU has the best effects
compared with others. LSA-MOTSU generally demonstrates competitive performance
across all evaluation metrics, with relatively higher RI and lower VI values compared to
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other algorithms, indicating better segmentation accuracy and consistency. However, it
shows mixed performance in GCE compared to other algorithms.

Table 1. Comparison of peanut plumpness obtained with different methods.

Method Peanut Pod Peanut Seed Peanut Plumpness

LSA-MOTSU 155,721 96,061 0.6160
LSA-OTSU 155,721 73,491 0.4710

LSA 155,721 125,825 0.8060
DEGWO 163,451 78,671 0.4813

GWO 165,650 90,064 0.5437
PSO 166,298 85,303 0.5129

Artificial Segmentation 166,133 103,835 0.6250

Table 2. Assessment results of segmentation.

Part Method RI GCE VI

Peanut pod

LSA-MOTSU 1.0605 0.0333 0.3526
LSA-OTSU 1.0605 0.0333 0.3526

LSA 1.0605 0.0333 0.3526
DEGWO 1.0847 0.0307 0.2654

GWO 1.0894 0.0330 0.2612
PSO 1.0895 0.0338 0.2636

Peanut kernel

LSA-MOTSU 1.0565 0.0153 0.2581
LSA-OTSU 0.9696 0.0085 0.4520

LSA 0.9728 0.0390 0.6217
DEGWO 0.9916 0.0094 0.4027

GWO 1.0387 0.0128 0.2955
PSO 1.0193 0.0111 0.3395

In conclusion, compared with other algorithms, the LSA-MOTSU algorithm had better
effects and higher accuracy in the segmentation of peanut pods and seeds. Compared with
DEGWO, GWO and PSO algorithms, in segmentation of the peanut pod, the average RI
increased by 10.12%, 1.13% and 0.78%, respectively. Average GCE decreased by 0.53%,
0.11% and 0.09%, and average VI decreased by 24.11%, 5.15% and 2.85%. Compared with
LSA-OTSU, LSA, DEGWO, GWO and PSO algorithms, in segmentation of the peanut
seeds, the average RI increased by 4.18%, 18.32%, 5.11%, 2.32% and 3.93%, and the average
VI decreased by 9.14%, respectively. Compared with LSA-OTSU, LSA and DEGWO, the
average GCE decreased by 0.47%, 6.11% and 0.33%, respectively.
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Table 3. Comparison of images of 5 samples from 25 sample results.

Original Image
Peanut Pods Peanut Seeds

LSA-
MOTSU

LSA-
OTSU LSA DEGWO GWO PSO Arti LSA-

MOTSU
LSA-

OTSU LSA DEGWO GWO PSO Arti

1
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Table 4. Results of peanut overall segmentation of 25 samples.

RI GCE VI

LSA-
MOTSU

LSA-
OTSU LSA DEGWO GWO PSO LSA-

MOTSU
LSA-

OTSU LSA DEGWO GWO PSO LSA-
MOTSU

LSA-
OTSU LSA DEGWO GWO PSO

1 1.0555 1.0555 1.0555 0.9256 1.0774 1.0773 0.059 0.059 0.059 0.0284 0.0435 0.0459 0.5323 0.5323 0.5323 0.8566 0.4103 0.4166
2 1.0814 1.0814 1.0814 1.0325 1.0932 1.0936 0.0396 0.0396 0.0396 0.0249 0.0327 0.0342 0.3286 0.3286 0.3286 0.4731 0.2451 0.2476
3 1.0319 1.0319 1.0319 0.9144 1.0396 1.0396 0.0021 0.0021 0.0021 0.056 0.0331 0.0331 0.2324 0.2324 0.2324 0.9686 0.4231 0.4231
4 1.0766 1.0766 1.0766 0.0824 1.0893 1.0843 0.0217 0.0217 0.0217 0.0151 0.0186 0.0232 0.2506 0.2506 0.2506 0.206 0.1973 0.2273
5 1.0692 1.0692 1.0692 1.0736 1.0844 1.0861 0.0249 0.0249 0.0249 0.0124 0.0215 0.018 0.2664 0.2664 0.2664 0.2158 0.2026 0.1915
6 1.0806 1.0806 1.0806 1.0443 1.0793 1.0793 0.0202 0.0202 0.0202 0.0281 0.0176 0.0176 0.2287 0.2287 0.2287 0.3759 0.2219 0.2219
7 1.0716 148932 148932 0.9863 1.0483 1.0483 0.025 148932 148932 0.0113 0.0199 0.0199 0.268 148932 148932 0.4867 0.3407 0.3407
8 1.0784 1.0784 1.0784 1.058 1.07 1.0734 0.018 0.018 0.018 0.0107 0.0133 0.0166 0.2196 0.2196 0.2196 0.2753 0.2442 0.242
9 1.0765 1.0765 1.0765 1.0769 1.0797 1.0797 0.0158 0.0158 0.0158 0.0137 0.0202 0.0202 0.2036 0.2036 0.2036 0.2095 0.2188 0.2188

10 1.0798 1.0798 1.0798 0.9771 1.0404 1.0412 0.0258 0.0258 0.0258 0.056 0.0221 0.0244 0.2705 0.2705 0.2705 0.7112 0.4013 0.404
11 1.0886 1.0886 1.0886 1.0328 0.9832 0.9956 0.0147 0.0147 0.0147 0.0434 0.042 0.042 0.1677 0.1677 0.1677 0.4322 0.6969 0.6295
12 1.0726 1.0726 1.0726 0.9886 1.0833 1.0834 0.0197 0.0197 0.0197 0.0255 0.0195 0.018 0.25 0.25 0.25 0.5844 0.2159 0.2119
13 1.0897 1.0897 1.0897 0.9889 0.9782 1.0259 0.0177 0.0177 0.0177 0.0771 0.0716 0.0028 0.197 0.197 0.197 0.6512 0.7316 0.2474
14 1.0799 1.0799 1.0799 1.0683 1.0832 1.0847 0.0186 0.0186 0.0186 0.0124 0.0161 0.0169 0.2093 0.2093 0.2093 0.2334 0.2012 0.1988
15 1.0767 1.0767 1.0767 1.0283 1.0549 1.0549 0.0227 0.0227 0.0227 0.0445 0.0176 0.0176 0.2489 0.2489 0.2489 0.4777 0.3217 0.3217
16 1.0838 1.0838 1.0838 1.0888 1.0894 1.0893 0.0177 0.0177 0.0177 0.0159 0.0169 0.0176 0.2125 0.2125 0.2125 0.1924 0.1935 0.1957
17 1.0752 1.0752 1.0752 1.0789 1.0844 1.0846 0.018 0.018 0.018 0.0126 0.0151 0.0159 0.2299 0.2299 0.2299 0.2014 0.1934 0.1954
8 1.0675 1.0675 1.0675 1.0577 1.0639 1.0729 0.0239 0.0239 0.0239 0.012 0.0134 0.0159 0.2774 0.2774 0.2774 0.2807 0.2663 0.2476

19 1.0806 1.0806 1.0806 0.9394 1.0797 1.0798 0.0172 0.0172 0.0172 0.0274 0.0164 0.018 0.2206 0.2206 0.2206 0.8659 0.226 0.2292
20 1.0816 1.0816 1.0816 0.9111 1.0117 1.0117 0.0192 0.0192 0.0192 0.0665 0.0153 0.0153 0.22 0.22 0.22 1.0322 0.4469 0.4469
21 1.0802 1.0802 1.0802 0.9675 1.0503 1.0577 0.0167 0.0167 0.0167 0.0077 0.0129 0.0143 0.2013 0.2013 0.2013 0.528 0.2982 0.2804
22 1.0826 1.0826 1.0826 0.8605 1.0766 1.0816 0.0168 0.0168 0.0168 0.0197 0.0197 0.0198 0.1862 0.1862 0.1862 1.0363 0.206 0.1855
23 1.0709 1.0709 1.0709 1.0623 1.0777 1.079 0.0184 0.0184 0.0184 0.0103 0.0121 0.0153 0.2513 0.2513 0.2513 0.2597 0.2115 0.216
24 1.0734 1.0734 1.0734 1.0704 1.0805 1.0805 0.019 0.019 0.019 0.0131 0.0184 0.0184 0.2361 0.2361 0.2361 0.2326 0.219 0.219
25 1.0559 1.0559 1.0559 1.0143 1.0796 1.0796 0.0494 0.0494 0.0494 0.0468 0.0372 0.0372 0.4841 0.4841 0.4841 0.6338 0.3469 0.3469

Ave 1.0744 1.0744 1.0744 0.9732 1.0631 1.0666 0.0224 0.0224 0.0224 0.0277 0.0235 0.0215 0.2557 0.2557 0.2557 0.4968 0.3072 0.2842
Increase -- -- -- −0.1012 −0.0113 −0.0078 -- -- -- −0.0053 −0.0011 −0.0009 -- -- -- −0.2411 −0.0515 −0.0285
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Table 5. Results of peanut kernel segmentation of 25 samples.

RI GCE VI

LSA-
MOTSU

LSA-
OTSU LSA DEGWO GWO PSO LSA-

MOTSU
LSA-

OTSU LSA DEGWO GWO PSO LSA-
MOTSU

LSA-
OTSU LSA DEGWO GWO PSO

1 1.0734 1.0345 0.8552 0.9857 1.0408 1.0279 0.0051 0.0055 0.0935 0.0023 0.0063 0.0049 0.1332 0.2507 1.0263 0.3633 0.2367 0.2657
2 1.0569 1.0393 0.8759 1.0553 1.0543 1.0272 0.0109 0.0082 0.0894 0.0278 0.013 0.0067 0.2488 0.2879 1.0973 0.2944 0.263 0.3151
3 1.0744 0.9939 0.936 1.021 1.021 1.0065 0.0295 0.0012 0.0418 0.0056 0.0056 0.0024 0.2891 0.3285 0.7089 0.2749 0.2749 0.3016
4 1.0675 1.0327 0.9005 1.0419 1.0549 1.027 0.0064 0.0039 0.0627 0.0052 0.01 0.0035 0.1517 0.246 0.8961 0.2249 0.2028 0.2603

5 1.0728 1.0287 0.8737 1.0091 1.0601 1.0397 0.0089 0.0012 0.0692 5.86 ×
10−4 0.0067 0.0023 0.1459 0.2384 0.9531 0.2881 0.1734 0.2132

6 1.0496 1.0155 0.9189 1.0291 1.0291 1.0025 0.0097 0.0038 0.0456 0.0058 0.0058 0.0028 0.2383 0.3099 0.8231 0.2811 0.2811 0.3393

7 1.0767 0.9711 0.8793 1.034 1.0309 1.0264 0.0041 7.21 ×
10−4 0.0262 0.0269 0.0045 0.0037 0.1006 0.3427 0.7442 0.2562 0.2191 0.2272

8 1.0723 1.0447 0.8639 1.0331 1.0261 1.0183 0.0075 0.0038 0.0827 0.003 0.0026 0.0023 0.1605 0.2205 0.9956 0.2479 0.2648 0.2837
9 1.0675 1.0338 0.881 1.0197 1.0576 1.0338 0.0051 0.0031 0.0745 0.0022 0.006 0.0031 0.1549 0.2389 0.8901 0.2707 0.1876 0.2389

10 1.0583 1.0171 0.8738 1.0305 1.0243 1.0171 0.0058 0.0032 0.0591 0.0046 0.0039 0.0032 0.1851 0.2829 0.9248 0.2551 0.2679 0.2829
11 1.0692 1.0449 0.7787 1.0284 1.0576 1.0526 0.0046 0.0037 0.1083 0.0018 0.0232 0.0058 0.1406 0.2046 1.2501 0.2408 0.2119 0.19505

12 1.0714 0.9645 0.909 0.9781 1.0454 1.0303 0.0058 3.11 ×
10−4 0.0647 4.44 ×

10−4 0.0026 0.0016 0.1403 0.401 0.8697 0.3687 0.2031 0.2395

13 1.0654 1.0259 0.8717 1.0555 1.0365 0.9806 0.0051 0.0028 0.0479 0.0109 0.0039 0.0726 0.1546 0.2474 0.9048 0.1995 0.2256 0.7154
14 1.0645 1.0291 0.8971 1.0351 1.0492 1.0351 0.007 0.0033 0.0648 0.004 0.006 0.004 0.1768 0.2563 0.8915 0.2439 0.2145 0.2439
15 1.0549 1.0369 0.8752 1.0395 1.025 1.0148 0.0156 0.0087 0.0792 0.0269 0.0062 0.0047 0.2356 0.264 0.9682 0.326 0.2876 0.3088
16 1.046 1.0162 0.8784 1.0447 1.0394 1.0275 0.0098 0.0051 0.0714 0.032 0.011 0.007 0.2512 0.31 0.9784 0.3061 0.2712 0.2882
17 1.0535 1.0107 0.8855 1.026 1.0466 1.0324 0.006 0.0026 0.0786 0.0039 0.0074 0.0046 0.2144 0.3111 0.9506 0.2783 0.2395 0.2648
18 1.0647 1.0242 0.8715 0.9439 1.0166 1.0166 0.0073 0.0034 0.0863 0.0017 0.003 0.003 0.1822 0.2766 0.972 0.4567 0.2947 0.2947
19 1.0329 0.9854 0.8521 0.9667 1.0209 1.0077 0.0035 0.0042 0.0941 0.0432 0.0215 0.009 0.2592 0.3921 1.0704 0.594 0.3494 0.3521
20 1.0549 1.0114 0.8777 0.9638 1.0114 0.9966 0.0106 0.0025 0.0672 0.0263 0.0025 0.0021 0.2129 0.2965 0.9224 0.5372 0.2965 0.331

21 1.0729 1.0369 0.8752 0.9581 1.0457 1.0318 0.0057 0.0043 0.0595 4.78 ×
10−4 0.0057 0.0036 0.1348 0.2262 0.8914 0.3914 0.2091 0.2363

22 1.0495 1.0116 0.9109 1.0012 1.0446 1.0262 0.0045 0.0027 0.0596 0.021 0.0043 0.0033 0.1981 0.2916 0.8324 0.427 0.2114 0.256
23 1.0663 1.045 0.865 1.0401 1.0348 1.012 0.0054 0.0039 0.0886 0.0034 0.003 0.0021 0.1634 0.2214 1.0078 0.2335 0.2465 0.304
24 1.0457 1.0332 0.9137 1.0114 1.0466 1.018 0.0072 0.006 0.0477 0.004 0.0093 0.0044 0.237 0.2646 0.8197 0.3113 0.2435 0.2966
25 1.0556 1.0046 0.8388 0.9084 1.038 1.047 0.0177 0.0047 0.0743 0.0293 0.0302 0.014 0.2226 0.3089 1.059 0.7196 0.2939 0.2344

Ave 1.0615 1.0197 0.8783 1.0104 1.0383 1.0222 0.0084 0.0037 0.0695 0.0117 0.0082 0.0071 0.1893 0.2807 0.9379 0.3356 0.2468 0.2915
Increase -- −0.0418 −0.1832 −0.0511 −0.0232 −0.0393 -- 0.0047 −0.0611 −0.0033 0.0002 0.0013 -- −0.0914 −0.7486 −0.1463 −0.0575 −0.1022
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4. Discussion
4.1. LSA-MOTSU in Seed Plumpness Detection

The LSA-MOTSU method, designed for peanut seed plumpness detection using soft
X-ray imaging, significantly improves the accuracy and efficiency of segmenting peanut
seeds from pods. This is evident from the comparative results, where LSA-MOTSU out-
performs other algorithms like LSA-OTSU, LSA, DEGWO, GWO and PSO in terms of the
random index (RI), global consistency error (GCE) and variation of information (VI). These
metrics collectively indicate a more precise segmentation, crucial for accurate plumpness
detection, which, in turn, influences the assessment of seed quality and viability.

4.2. Advantages of the Method in This Paper

For the segmentation-based method in seed saturation detection, the detection is
mainly based on the segmentation accuracy of seeds and pods, so it is more suitable for
image acquisition with little difference in gray levels of the target area.

Pearson et al. [6] successfully used X-ray imaging to detect insect-damaged seeds in
sunflowers, indicating the potential of this technology for internal damage assessment.
In comparison, the LSA-MOTSU method focuses on the plumpness of peanut seeds, a
slightly different application but similarly leveraging the non-destructive nature of X-ray
imaging. Bianchini et al. [7] utilized ROI and mean gray value calculations for studying
internal tissues, which primarily rely on simple statistical measures of image intensity. The
LSA-MOTSU method, by incorporating advanced segmentation techniques like the level
set and multi-threshold OTSU, provides a more nuanced analysis by accurately segmenting
the peanut seeds from their pods, which could potentially be adapted for the more detailed
internal analysis. Medeiros et al. [8] evaluated the use of convolutional neural networks
(CNNs) with X-ray images for quality monitoring. While CNNs offer robust performance
in image classification tasks, they require extensive data for training.

The automated approach of LSA-MOTSU not only reduces the time taken but also
minimizes physical handling, thus preserving seed integrity and potentially enhancing the
accuracy of seed viability assessments.

4.3. Deficiency and Prospect

The method proposed in this study achieved high accuracy in plumpness detection,
but it still has certain limitations. The algorithm’s dependency on the quality of X-ray
imaging and its calibration could pose limitations, especially in varied agricultural settings.
Additionally, the segmentation performance might still be susceptible to errors when
dealing with highly overlapping seeds or seeds with very subtle differences in grayscale
values. Further research could focus on refining the LSA-MOTSU algorithm to enhance its
robustness against varying seed morphologies and overlapping structures.

Future research could explore the integration of LSA-MOTSU with deep learning
techniques, potentially enhancing its adaptability and accuracy. Such integration could
address the data-intensive requirements of neural networks while benefiting from the
precision of level set and OTSU methods.

5. Conclusions

For the purpose of scientific experimental breeding and testing grading service pricing,
the peanut images obtained by soft X-rays were used to detect plumpness. The overall
grayscale of the peanut was similar to the background, and the edge of the peanut seed was
blurred, which would lead to inaccurate segmentation targets and low detection accuracy.
In this paper, a new method for detecting the plumpness of the peanut seed based on
level set and multi-threshold segmentation was proposed. The level set algorithm is used
to extract the overall contour of peanuts. The multi-threshold OTSU algorithm is used
for threshold segmentation. Morphology was used to complete the cavity. Therefore, the
division of the peanut seed and peanut pod is realized.
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In conclusion, compared with other algorithms, the LSA-MOTSU algorithm had a
better effect and higher accuracy in the segmentation of peanut pods and seeds. Compared
with DEGWO, GWO and PSO algorithms, in the segmentation of the peanut pod, the
average RI increased by 10.12%, 1.13% and 0.78%, respectively. Average GCE decreased
by 0.53%, 0.11% and 0.09%, and the average VI decreased by 24.11%, 5.15% and 2.85%.
Compared with LSA-OTSU, LSA, DEGWO, GWO and PSO algorithms, in the segmentation
of the peanut seeds, the average RI increased by 4.18%, 18.32%, 5.11%, 2.32% and 3.93%,
and the average VI decreased by 9.14%, respectively. Compared with LSA-OTSU, LSA and
DEGWO, the average GCE decreased by 0.47%, 6.11% and 0.33%, respectively.

The proposed method is stable and accurate. It satisfies the requirements of peanut
image plumpness detection. It provides a feasible technical means and reference for grading,
scientific experimental breeding and estimating seed weight.
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